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THE  ENDECOTT  SPRING  AND  PEAR  TREE 


A  Visit  to  the  Orchard  Farm  in  1950 


By  Ida  Ford  Gough 


In  contrast  to  the  French  who  were  content  to  take  the 
wilderness  as  they  found  it  that  they  might  hunt  the  bet¬ 
ter  and  traffic  in  furs,  the  English  came  to  these  shores 
to  colonize.  Two  factors  were  essential  to  the  choosing  of 
a  suitable  location  for  a  town,  “good  ayer  and  water.” 
Such  instruction  was  given  by  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Company  in  England  to  the  leaders  of  expeditions  beyond 
the  Seas.  xVlways  they  must  remember : 

“ — where  you  intend  to  set  down  in,  to  fortyfie 
and  build  a  Towne,  that  it  may  bee  qualified  for 
good  ayer  and  water.” 

Charles  I  granted  patents  of  government  to  the  various 
companies,  the  Plymouth,  the  Dorchester,  and  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay,  while  winking  at  the  fact  that  they  were 
running  away  from  the  autocracy  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land.  More  fundamental  to  him,  they  were  extending  the 
kingdom  of  Britain.  He  could  revoke  their  patents  at 
any  time.  Other  men  and  women  could  be  sent  to  carry 
out  the  sovereign’s  will.  Of  this  the  colonists  early  be¬ 
came  aware  and  it  was  their  first  cause  for  fortification. 
With  the  above  formula  in  mind.  Captain  John  Endecott, 
his  wife,  xVnna  Gower  Endecott,  and  a  band  of  Puritans 
sailed  from  Weymouth,  England,  in  the  Abigail,  June 
20,  1628.  A  whole  summer  at  sea  gave  time  for  dreaming 
of  the  green  vegetables  they  would  raise  and  then  were 
doing  without,  for  not  until  September  6,  1628,  did  Cap- 

(1) 


2  THE  EXDECOTT  SPRING  AND  PEAR  TREE 

tain  Endecott  and  his  party  set  foot  on  soil  at  Kaumkeag. 
Their  gardens  must  wait  until  another  spring,  but  many 
of  their  number  before  then  would  be  gone. 

Those  coming  to  Xew  England  shores  yet  had  to  learn 
the  wisdom  of  sailing  early  in  the  spring  that  they  might 
have  the  summer  here  to  “get  set”  in  comfort  for  the 
rigors  of  winter.  It  would  seem  that  word  must  have 
gone  abroad  how  ill-fated  had  been  the  Pilgrim  group, 
landing  inadvertently  in  December  at  Plymouth,  and  how 
most  of  them  had  died  that  first  winter. 

The  Endecott  party  coming  in  the  Abigail,  with  pre¬ 
sumably  other  ships,  was  doing  much  better.  They  had 
an  advantage  of  three  months,  but  still  were  too  late. 
Just  what  the  new  governor  did  for  a  home  those  first  few 
months,  and  about  how  long  it  would  take  Richard  Brack- 
enbury  and  a  few  others  to  take  down  a  fair-sized  house 
at  Cape  Ann,  load  it  on  a  ship,  transport  it  to  Xaum- 
kcag,  and  rebuild  the  structure  for  the  chief  magistrate’s 
home,  is  problematical. 

Roger  Conant  and  the  nine  other  planters  of  the  losing 
Dorchester  Company,  who  were  in  possession  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  at  Xaumkeag,  hardly  could  be  expected  to  show 
friendliness  to  the  newcomers.  They  had  arrived  with 
powers  to  supplant  them.  Governor  Endecott  was  newly 
appointed  by  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Company  who  had 
bought  the  patent  of  the  Dorchester  Company.  The 
planters’  small  dwellings  were  cramped  for  room,  even 
for  their  own  families.  Where  did  the  new  people  stay  ? 
September  can  be  cold.  Whatever  their  makeshift  provi¬ 
sion,  it  proved  inadequate  to  cope  with  climatic  conditions, 
growing  increasingly  severe. 

The  house  at  Cape  Ann  had  been  erected  for  Roger 
Conant,  governor  of  the  Dorchester  Company,  and  given 
up  when  the  project  there  failed.  It  had  become  the 
property  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Company  and  was 
ordered  to  be  removed  to  Xaumkeag  for  the  new  gov¬ 
ernor’s  use.  The  center  of  John  Endecott’s  community 
was  to  be  located  further  up  the  river  than  the  settlement 
the  planters  had  chosen. 

His  two-story  gabled  house  was  erected  on  the  spot, 
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now  the  southeast  corner  of  where  Washington  and  Fed¬ 
eral  Streets  meet.  However  great  the  immediate  need  for 
the  house,  the  building  was  set  up  for  stability.  As  the 
cold  intensified,  snows  deepened,  the  corn  supply  dwindled, 
and  few  either  were  able  or  could  take  time  from  caring 
for  the  sick  to  fish  or  hunt,  times  were  critical.  First 
one  sickened  and  died,  then  another,  until  the  situation 
became  alarming.  There  was  a  doctor  in  Plymouth.  If 
only  they  could  get  word  through  to  him!  Governor 
Endecott’s  wife  became  ill.  The  husband,  determined 
that  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller  must  be  jiersuaded  to  come  from 
Plymouth,  was  successful  in  getting  him  to  make  the 
journey.  “He  ministered  to  the  sick  and  proved  of  signal 
service.”  When  at  last  Governor  Endecott,  saw  the 
body  of  his  own  beloved  wife  lowered  into  the  soil  of  this 
new  land,  he  found  courage  from  the  faith  of  the  Pil¬ 
grims  in  Plymouth  to  help  carry  on. 

Spring  came  like  resurrection  to  the  disheartened  and 
hungry  Puritans  of  Naumkeag.  Planting  began  as  early 
as  the  soil  could  be  worked,  and  the  men  behind  the 
ploughs  found  new  hope  as  the  brown  clods  of  earth  turned 
over  to  the  beneficial  forces  of  the  sun.  There  was 
strength-giving  power  in  the  smell  of  freshly  opened 
ground.  More  ships  would  come  now^  on  the  favorable 
winds.  The  colony  at  Xaumkeag  would  have  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  England. 

They  needed  ministers  for  their  sick  souls,  cattle  for 
beef  and  for  clearing  the  woods.  They  needed  sheep  for 
mutton,  swine  for  pork,  cows  and  goats  for  milk,  men  to 
chop  trees  for  building  and  for  fuel,  women  to  make 
homes,  and  children  to  gladden  their  hearts.  Horses 
would  come  in  time.  Wind,  one  of  the  most  powerful  of 
forces  let  loose  upon  the  earth,  was  a  potent  expression 
of  the  “good  ayer”  which  so  affected  the  lives  of  the  early 
settlers.  It  required  certain  winds  to  drive  the  ships,  to 
bring  them  and  their  various  needed  supplies  across  the 
ocean.  Wind  and  its  ally.  Time,  controlled  to  a  large  ex¬ 
tent  the  success  or  failure  of  any  expedition  across  the 
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seas.  Rarely  was  there  a  voyage  without  loss  of  life,  both 
of  human  beings  and  of  the  lower  animals. 

Sailing  ships  were  not  commodious  places  on  which  to 
live  from  eighty  days  to  three  months  at  a  time.  As  many 
as  forty  sheep  have  been  known  to  perish  on  one  trip.  The 
death-rate  of  animals  in  crossing  explains  to  a  certain 
extent  the  shortage  of  meat  among  the  colonists  during 
those  earliest  years. 

Favorable  winds  brought  six  ships  with  the  Rev.  Fran¬ 
cis  Hisginson  and  company  of  three  hundred  planters  to 
Naumkeag  June  30,  1629.  Two  hundred  remained.  The 
others  sailed  on  to  build  a  town  called  Charlestown,  and 
there  were  a  few  passengers  for  the  Plymouth  colony.  In 
the  fleet  was  a  ship  with  animals  and  stores.  Here  at  last 
was  an  ex]>edition  arriving  in  the  glorious  month  of  June, 
revealing  the  paradise  that  Xew  England  can  be.  Mr. 
Iligginson  wrote  home  in  the  most  glowing  terms  of  the 
treasure  abounding  in  this  new  world.  Governor  Ende- 
cott  had  every  reason  to  feel  that  the  tide  of  greatest 
hardship  for  him  had  turned.  With  the  new  expedition 
had  come  the  Rev.  Samuel  Skelton,  former  pastor,  spirit¬ 
ual  adviser  and  friend  of  Endecott.  ]\Ir.  Skelton  was  to 
become  pastor  of  the  Salem  church  as  soon  as  one  could 
be  organized. 

!More  significant  than  the  coming  of  dear  friends  was 
the  arrival  in  Xew  England  of  the  Patent  and  Charter  of 
the  !^[assaehusetts  Bay  Company  signed  by  Charles  I,  4 
March,  1629.  A  parchment  document  in  four  large  sec¬ 
tions,  it  is  now  under  glass  and  frame  hanging  on  the 
wall  in  the  fire-proof  vault  of  the  Essex  Institute.  This 
instrument  was  the  ^lagna  Charta  on  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Company  was  founded. 
It  made  John  Endecott  governor  for  one  year  from  the 
day  he  was  to  take  the  oath  of  office.  And  now  that 
magistrates  had  arrived  he  could  be  sworn  in.  Here  was 
authority  to  make  laws. 

The  Charter  was  made  in  duplicate,  one  of  which  re¬ 
mained  in  England  to  be  brought  over  at  the  end  of  Ende- 
cotts’  one-year  term  by  his  successor,  John  Winthrop. 
The  precious  document  was  entrusted  on  the  voyage  to 
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the  keeping  of  Samuel  Sharpe  who  was  the  personal  agent 
of  Matthew  Craddock,  governor  in  England  for  the  ^Massa- 
chusetts  Bay  Company.  Thomas  Goffe  was  the  deputy 
governor  there. 

When  Governor  John  Winthrop  arrived  the  following 
year  to  take  over  control  of  the  colony,  there  were  seven¬ 
teen  ships  wnth  a  thousand  or  more  people  of  good  stand¬ 
ing  to  come  during  the  summer.  The  new  governor  and 
party  were  greeted  at  Naumkeag  by  John  Endecott  who 
invited  them  ashore.  In  the  Endecott  house  they  feasted 
on  venison  pie  and  good  beer.  The  visitor  did  not  come 
empty  handed.  Knowing  Captain  Endecott  to  be  a  hus¬ 
bandman  of  ability,  he  brought  to  Endecott  according  to 
tradition  a  young  sugar-pear  tree  in  a  container,  which 
was  placed  in  the  ground  of  the  yard  near  the  house  until 
a  better  place  could  be  found. 

Winthrop  did  not  tarry  long  at  Salem,  but  before  leav¬ 
ing  he  presented  his  host  to  Elizabeth  Gibson  who  had 
come  over  with  his  party.  On  August  18,  1630,  Captain 
Endecott  and  Elizabeth  Gibson  were  married. 

Anywhere  along  the  coast  there  was  “good  ayer,”  but  to 
find  pure  water  required  searching.  A  good  spring  of  life- 
giving  water  has  been  rated  among  the  world’s  great 
essentials  since  the  beginning  of  time.  The  Bible  refers 
to  living  waters,  and  who  can  say  that  a  spring  issuing 
water  out  of  the  ground  continuously  for  more  than  three 
hundred  years  is  not,  in  another  sense,  living  water,  too  ? 

While  Governor  Winthrop’s  settlers  were  trying  to 
make  Charlestown  their  home  and  found  it  unworkable 
there  without  good  water.  Captain  Endecott  felt  secure 
in  the  discovery  he  had  made  of  two  eternal  springs  on 
a  gentle  slope  of  land  up  the  river  and  around  the  bend 
about  three  miles  from  his  “fayre”  house  in  Kaumkeag. 
Until  a  grant  could  be  issued  to  him  by  the  General 
Court  he  must  wait.  There  was  little  doubt  but  that  the 
property  would  be  his  and  the  year  he  was  married  he 
planted  an  orchard  of  pear  trees  within  a  stone’s  throw 
of  one  spring. 

In  the  meantime  a  never-failing  spring  at  Shawmut 
across  the  Charles  from  Charlestown  was  playing  a  his- 
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toric  role  in  the  settlement  of  America.  William  Black- 
stone,  a  man  living  alone  on  the  hillside  invited  the  dis¬ 
appointed  folks  at  Charlestown  to  come  over  and  share 
his  spring.  They  became  his  neighbors  and  were  so  well 
pleased  that  it  was  agreed  on  Sept.  7,  1630,  to  call  the 
towm  Boston. 

It  was  not  until  July  3,  1632,  that  the  General  Court 
granted  John  Endecott  three  hundred  acres  of  land  be¬ 
tween  the  two  tidal  rivers,  the  Duck  and  the  Cow-House 
rivers  in  what  is  now  Danversport.  On  the  crest  of  the 
southern  slope  the  Endecotts  built  a  new  home  and  the 
Orehai’d  farm  not  only  became  a  delightful  place  for  their 
summer  residence,  but  a  successful  business  venture. 
Edward  Grover  remembered  years  after  the  clearing  be¬ 
gan  that  he  and  others  working  on  the  project  nailed 
together  thousands  of  thin  brush-trees  to  form  a  high 
pallisade  enclosing  the  property  against  wolves,  Indians 
or  other  prowlers. 

One  spring  remains  in  Danversport  today,  more  than 
three  hundred  years  after  its  waters  relieved  the  thirst 
of  the  Commonwealth’s  first  governor,  when  on  a  hot  day 
in  Xaumkeag,  he  would  sail  in  his  shallop  up  the  river 
and  come  to  anchor  just  a  few  yards  from  this  spring 
which  lay  almost  in  his  path  on  the  way  to  the  Orchard 
farm  house.  The  other  spring,  just  beyond,  was  piped 
several  years  ago. 

By  April,  1644,  the  proprietor  of  Orchard  farm  had 
trees  to  send  to  Governor  AYinthrop,  and  wrote  to  that 
effect,  but  advising  that  they  be  not  removed  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 

Tradition  tells  us  that  the  two  young  sons,  John,  Jr., 
aged  12,  and  Zerubbabel,  9,  with  their  hair  blownng  in 
the  wind,  were  romping  over  the  acres  one  day  that  spring. 
They  had  been  given  a  job  at  raking,  perhaps,  and 
glancing  dowm  the  wide  field  thought  of  a  quicker  way. 
The  long  dry  grass  was  soon  crackling  madly.  Flames 
spread  in  all  directions  for  the  wind  seized  burning  clumps 
of  leaves  and  dropped  them  hither  and  yon.  Men  ran 
from  the  cow-house  and  barn.  They  w’hipped  out  spots 
of  fire  nearest  the  house,  and  thanked  God  the  wind  was 
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sweeping  towards  the  river.  But  five  hundred  budding 
fruit  trees  had  been  destroyed. 

Later  that  year  or  the  next  spring  Captain  Endecott 
planted  five  hundred  apple  trees.  When  the  saplings  had 
three  years’  growth  they  were  sold  to  William  Trask. 
The  fire  did  not  reach  at  least  one  sugar-pear  tree  for 
it  stands  today  as  it  has  done  for  three  centuries  still 
carrying  the  Endecott  tradition.  The  Endecott  boys 
found  plenty  of  adventure  on  these  grounds.  They  re¬ 
garded  the  Orchard  farm  as  their  permanent  place  of 
residence,  and  parts  of  the  original  grant  remained  in 
their  family  until  a  few  years  ago. 

The  spring  most  used  by  the  early  proprietors  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  the  foot  of  the  long  stone  wall,  leading  from  the 
street  to  the  marsh.  Although  it  needs  cleaning  out,  Mr. 
E.  J.  Simard,  the  present  owner,  declares  the  water  to  be 
“the  best  in  the  world.”  To  prove  his  theory  he  uses  it 
to  fill  his  batteries. 

It  is  doubtful  if  human  beings  would  care  to  drink 
from  the  spring  in  its  present  state,  although  narrow 
paths  leading  through  the  grass,  or  radiating  from  vari¬ 
ous  directions  to  the  spot  indicate  that  something  comes 
there  regularly  to  drink.  Dogs,  perhaps,  and  other  ani¬ 
mals.  Residents  in  the  neighborhood  say  that  pheasants 
are  often  seen.  Besides  there  are  rabbits  and  woodchucks. 
One  might  suggest  that  the  spring  be  deepened,  cleaned 
and  walled  in  with  stones  where  ferns  and  moss  would  like 
to  grow,  a  restoration  of  its  original  state. 

It  quickens  the  heart  of  one  looking  upon  the  ancient 
tree  to  perceive  it  still  full  of  promise.  The  gnarled  body 
is  eternally  young,  standing  up  to  the  rigors  of  E’ew  Eng¬ 
land  winters,  and  spring  sends  new  sap  coursing  through 
its  trunks  and  branches.  Each  year,  the  pear  tree  sprouts 
new  shoots.  Buds  swell  and  blossom  and  the  green  leaves 
of  summer  are  ever  fresh.  In  October  of  1950,  the 
patriarch  produced  between  seventy-five  and  a  hundred 
pears,  fruit  of  Governor  Endecott’s  tree  -just  as  America 
today  is  the  product  of  the  first  governor’s  charter. 

The  topography  of  the  Orchard  farm  has  changed  little 
within  the  past  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  for  in  Sep- 
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tember  of  1796,  Dr.  William  Bentley  was  intrigued  by 
this  lone  pear  tree  to  the  extent  of  mentioning  in  his 
diary  that  “there  is  only  one  tree  left,  which  bears  the 
sugar  pear.”  The  house  of  the  Endecott  family  which 
stood  in  back  of  the  pear  tree  had  gone  even  then,  al¬ 
though  the  cellar-hole  remained  to  prove  its  location. 
This  pear-tree  has  seen  the  Commonwealth  grow  from  shal¬ 
lop  to  jet  propulsion,  from  battery  to  A  bomb  which 
threatens  the  destruction  of  civilization.  That  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Company  of  New  England  was  intent  upon 
a  greater  purpose  than  setting  up  a  plantation  for  profit, 
time  has  proved. 


THE  CAEEER  OF  THE  FRIGATE  ESSEX 


By  Charles  C.  Bassett 


Introduction 

The  tragic  defeat  of  the  American  frigate  Essex  by  a 
superior  British  force  in  the  neutral  waters  of  Chile 
aroused  my  curiosity  about  her  previous  role  in  naval 
atfairs.  In  that  engagement  she  put  up  probably  the  most 
.violent  fight  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  it  was  only  after 
tremendous  losses  and  a  courageous  defense  that  her  cap¬ 
tain  surrendered.  I  wondered  why  the  crew  stood  so 
steadfastly  by  their  captain  and  ship,  suffering  ignomin- 
ous  defeat  in  distant  waters,  against  great  odds  even  after 
the  situation  seemed  hopeless  to  almost  everyone  aboard. 

The  Essex  was  involved  in  most  areas  of  active  naval 
operations  from  1798  to  1815.  Her  activities  therefore 
illustrate  the  problems  and  purjMise  of  the  Xavy  as  a 
whole  during  that  period.  She  was  closely  connected 
with  our  merchant  shipping  and  often  rendered  our  com.- 
merce  very  valuable  protection.  The  problems  that  faced 
her  ofiicers  and  crew  are  typical  of  our  sailing  Xavy,  and 
their  spirit  reflects  that  of  the  citizens  of  our  country  dur¬ 
ing  its  infancy. 

General  works  on  naval  history  usually  mention  her 
last  battle,  but  that  is  all  except  perhaps  to  list  her  occa- 
.sionally  as  part  of  a  squadron.  Xo  one  has  written  the 
complete  story  of  the  Essex,  describing  her  construction, 
telling  of  the  life  aboard  her,  and  evaluating  her  service. 
Yet  she  rendered  almost  as  great  a  contribution  to  her 
country  as  her  contemporaries,  the  frigates  Constellation 
and  the  Constitution,  about  whom  so  much  has  been  writ¬ 
ten  and  collected.  The  Essex  is  also  a  symbol  of  the  great 
growth  of  the  American  merchant  marine  and  Xavy  dur¬ 
ing  the  Xapoleonic  Wars  in  Europe,  and  their  neaiv 
destruction  by  a  much  larger  and  more  powerful  British 
naval  force  during  the  War  of  1812. 

In  discussing  the  career  of  the  Essex  I  have  generally 
taken  events  in  chronological  order  and  used  a  straight 
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narrative  method  to  recount  the  Essex’s  history.  I  have 
concentrated  on  her  activities  when  she  was  operating 
alone,  and  the  role  she  played  when  part  of  a  squadron 
has  not  been  described  to  any  extent.  General  comments 
have  been  made  on  her  overall  value  to  American  naval 
operations,  and  the  background  material  on  the  political 
and  military  aspects  of  American  history  have  been  in¬ 
troduced  only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  make  clear  the 
larger  objectives  of  United  States  naval  policy. 

I  feel  that  the  Essex  deserves  to  be  ranked  among  the 
great  sailing  ships  of  our  Xavy  for  her  convoy  work,  her 
diplomatic  and  tactical  effects  on  maritime  affairs,  her 
(direct  contribution  to  the  American  assault  on  enemy 
shipping  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  lastly  for  the  gallant 
fight  which  concluded  her  career  in  the  American  Xavy. 


The  Bfildixg  of  the  Salem  Frigate 

The  French  Revolution  in  1791  ushered  in  a  period  of 
twenty-five  years  of  almost  constant  war  in  Europe.  Xaval 
warfare  was  commonplace  and  carried  the  European  wars 
all  over  the  world.  Our  young  Republic,  which  had  just 
adopted  the  Constitution,  was  struggling  to  establish 
economic  and  ]K)litical  stability  under  the  financial  mea¬ 
sures  of  Alexander  Hamilton  and  the  able  leadership  of 
George  Washington.  Peace  was  needed  for  the  American 
union  to  survive,  but  the  European  wars  and  diplomacy 
constantly  threatened  the  security  of  our  nation  and  en¬ 
dangered  our  commerce.  They  caused  a  split  among  the 
leaders  of  our  country  with  the  Federalists,  who  were  pro- 
British,  being  led  by  Hamilton  and  the  Republicans,  who 
were  pro-French,  being  led  by  Jefferson.  The  people  of 
the  maritime  areas  were  generally  Federalist  while  the 
landed  and  slaveholding  interests  were  mainly  Republi¬ 
cans. 

By  the  time  John  Adams  was  inaugurated  President 
(1797)  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  was  subject 
to  almost  daily  annoyance  from  the  British  and  French 
ships  of  war.  The  British  claimed  the  right  to  search  for 
British  subjects  on  ships  flying  the  American  flag.  Our 
relations  with  the  French  had  been  strained  due  to  our 


THE  CAREER  OF  THE  FRIGATE  ESSEX  11 

strict  neutrality  which  Washington  set  forth  in  his  pro¬ 
clamation  of  22  April  1793.  He  declared  that  the  United 
(States  will  “pursue  a  conduct  friendly  and  impartial 
toward  the  belligerent  powers,”  that  American  citizens 
engaging  in  contraband  trade  will  not  be  protected  by  the 
government  against  punishment  or  forfeiture,  and  that 
the  United  States  will  prosecute  all  persons  who  violate 
the  law  of  the  nations.^  The  French  Republic  felt  that 
we  were  obligated  by  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce, 
and  one  of  alliance  signed  in  1778  with  the  French  mon¬ 
archy,  which  had  just  been  overthrown,  to  give  more  active 
support  to  their  cause.  The  actions  of  the  French  Am- 
ibassador  Genet  in  trying  to  outfit  privateers  in  American 
ports,  and  the  X,  Y,  Z  affair  in  which  certain  French 
lofficials  wanted  bribes  in  return  for  a  treaty  aroused  an 
anti-French  feeling  in  this  country.  The  French  in  179G 
were  capturing  every  vessel  they  could  under  the  pre¬ 
tense  that  it  was  carrying  contraband  goods.  In  addition 
to  the  British  and  French  actions,  the  Barbary  powers 
were  seizing  our  vessels  and  throwing  their  crews  into 
captivity. 

After  the  Revolution,  our  Xavy  Department  had  been 
disbanded  in  the  interest  of  economy  and  naval  affairs 
were  handled  by  the  War  Department.  Our  Merchant 
^Marine,  however,  had  steadily  expanded  since  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  Constitution,  which  brought  about  improved 
political  and  commercial  stability  at  home.  The  Euro¬ 
pean  wars  made  it  possible  for  American  ships  to  become 
neutral  carriers,  and  as  a  result  we  were  enjoying  a  boom 
in  ship-building.  Our  vessels  were  also  trading  with  In¬ 
dia,  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  the  Orient,  and  all  the 
Americas.  This  expanding  world  trade  was  at  the  mercy 
of  any  hostile  power,  the  only  protection  being  that  of 
the  guns  carried  aboard  the  merchant  ships.  As  a  result 
the  shipping  interests  demanded  naval  protection  from 
the  government  for  x\merican  ships  on  the  high  seas. 

After  eleven  vessels  were  captured  by  the  Algerians  in 
1793,  Congress  was  stirred  to  action,  and  an  act  was 

1  Gardner  W.  Allen,  Our  Naval  War  with  France,  (Hough¬ 
ton  Mifflin  Company,  1909),  p.  3. 
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passed  in  1794  providing  for  the  building  of  six  frigates. 
The  work  proceeded  slowly  due  to  a  lack  of  funds  and  the 
fact  that  naval  affairs  were  being  handled  by  the  War 
Department.  Finally,  early  in  1797,  Congress  provided 
enough  funds  for  the  completing,  manning,  and  equipping 
of  three  of  the  six  frigates.  Then  on  27  April  1798,  Con¬ 
gress  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  President  “to  cause 
to  be  built,  purchased  or  hired,  a  number  of  vessels,  not 
exceeding  twelve  nor  carrying  more  than  twenty-two  guns 
each,  to  be  armed,  fitted  out  and  manned  under  his  direc¬ 
tion.”^  Three  days  later  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  was  created  and  Benjamin  Stoddert  was  appointed 
the  first  secretary.  A  new  American  Navy  was  born. 
After  several  other  armament  acts,  on  30  June  1798,  the 
act  which  enabled  the  Essex  to  be  built  was  passed.  This 
act  allowed  the  President  “to  accept  not  exceeding  twelve 
vessels  of  war  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
cause  evidence  of  the  debt  to  be  given  therefore,  allowing 
an  interest  thereon  not  exceeding  six  per  cent.”® 

In  response  to  the  above  act  the  people  of  Salem,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  opened  a  patriotic  subscription  in  July  of  1798 
at  the  Salem  Insurance  Office.  The  type  of  vessel  to  be 
built  was  not  specified,  but  soon  the  general  feeling  was 
that  a  frigate  should  be  constructed.  The  people  of  Salem, 
who  were  mainly  Federalists  and  dependent  on  maritime 
commerce,  responded  willingly  to  this  call  for  money  for 
naval  protection,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  resources 
of  the  town  were  mobilized  for  the  speedy  construction  of 
a  ship  of  war  is  of  interest  no  less  for  social  and  economic 
reasons  than  for  naval  history.  Salem  at  this  time  had 
a  population  of  just  over  eight  thousand  people  and  by 
October  the  amount  raised  was  $74,700.  This  liberal 
subscription  was  made  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism  as  the 
government  was  at  that  time  seeking  loans  at  eight  per¬ 
cent.  The  subscribers  could  have  realized  two  per  cent 

2  Captain  Dudley  W.  Knox,  U.S.N.,  Naval  Documents  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Quasi-War  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
(Washington,  1935),  February  1797  to  October  1798,  p.  58. 

3  Captain  George  Henry  Preble,  U.S.N.,  First  Cruise  of  the 
United  States  Frigate  Essex,  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collec¬ 
tions,  (Salem,  1870),  X,  Part  III,  p.  49. 
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more  by  lending  money  to  the  government  than  by  lend¬ 
ing  it  to  build  a  ship  of  war.  A  paper  in  Captain  Water’s 
handwriting  and  endorsed  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  Loan  Office  of  Massachusetts  insuring  payment 
contains  a  list  of  the  subscribers  with  the  amount  each 
subscribed  as  follows:^ 


William  Gray  jr. 

$10,000 

Thomas  Saunders 

500 

Elias  H.  Derby 

10,000 

Abel  Lawrence 

500 

William  Orne 

5.000 

Hardy  Ropes 

200 

John  Norris 

5,000 

Tho’s  C.  Cushing 

50 

John  Jenks 

1,500 

E.  H.  Holyoke 

800 

Eben’r  Bickford 

2,000 

Moses  Townsend 

100 

Benja.  Pickman 

1,000 

Timothy  Wellman  jr. 

100 

Stephen  Webb 

500 

John  Morong 

50 

Benja.  Pickman  jr. 

1,500 

Samuel  Gray 

$2,000 

Joseph  Peabody 

1,500 

William  Ward 

500 

John  Osgood 

1,000 

Joshua  Ward 

750 

William  Prescott 

1,000 

Jonathon  Neal 

2,000 

Ichabod  Nichols 

1,000 

John  Dalend 

100 

Benja.  Carpenter 

500 

Joseph  Newhall 

100 

Jacob  Ashton 

1,000 

Michael  Webb 

100 

James  King 

500 

Edmund  Gale 

10 

Thomas  Perkins 

500 

Benja.  Webb,  jr. 

100 

John  ^lurphy 

500 

Richard  Manning 

1,000 

Joseph  Cabot 

500 

Benja.  Hodges 

500 

Edward  Killen 

100 

John  Becket 

100 

Esk’l  n.  Derby 

1,000 

James  Gould 

50 

Jona,  Mason 

50 

John  Derby 

1,000 

Samuel  Ropes  jr. 

50 

Edward  Allen  jr. 

500 

Samuel  Brooks 

50 

Page  &  Ropes 

100 

Asa  I'ierce 

50 

Lane  &  Son  (in  work) 

100 

Nathan  Pierce 

250 

Enos  Briggs 

50 

Upton  &  Porter 

400 

Eph’m  Emerton 

100 

P>uffum  &  Howard 

450 

Wm.  Marston 

250 

Joseph  Osgood  jr. 

25 

Edward  S.  Long 

100 

Win.  Appleton 

50 

Tho’s  Webb 

200 

John  Hawthorne 

200 

Walter  P.  Bartlett 

100 

Isaac  Osgood 

500 

Israel  Dodge 

500 

Elias  H.  Derby  jr. 

400 

Sam’l  Very 

100 

John  Lambert 

40 

Brackley  Rose 

100 

Henry  Osborn 

50 

Asa  Kethan 

20 

Joseph  Miller 

300 

A  Lady,  by  J  Jenks 

50 

Benj.  Goodhue 

800 

Edmund  Upton 

300 

Nath’l  Batchelder 

50 

Benj.  West  jr. 

Tho’s  Chipman 

250 

Daniel  Jenks 

500 

100 

Samuel  .\rcher 

100 

Rich’d  Manning  jr. 

200 

Joseph  Vincent 

200 

David  Patten 

50 

Joshua  Richardson 

500 

E  &  J  Sanderson 

200 

Joseph  Moselj’ 

100 

John  Treadwell 

500 

Wait  &  Pierce 

2,000 

John  Barr 

600 

4  List  of  Subscribers  for  the  Building  of  the  Essex, 
Papers,  II,  Peabody  Museum,  Salem,  Massachusetts. 

Essex 
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Wm.  Luscomb 

Jona.  Waldo 

Tho’s  Bancroft 
Nath’l  West 

Sam’l  Meintire 
Benj.  Felt 

300 

40 

100 

1,500 

100 

100 

Stephen  Phillips 
Rich’d  Derb3’  jr. 
Joseph  Waters 

C.  Crowninshield 
John  Pickering 

1,000 

1,500 

415 

500 

200 

George  Dodge 

Peter  Lander 

1,000 

200 

$74,700 

The  individual  receipts  for  the  subscription  have  been 
preserved  also.  In  looking  over  the  names,  one  will  find 
that  most  of  the  wealthy  people  of  Salem  are  represented, 
as  are  most  of  the  people  engaged  in  maritime  industries. 
It  was  in  cities  like  Salem,  Xewburyport,  Norfolk,  Bos¬ 
ton,  Baltimore,  Charleston,  I^^ew  York,  and  Philadelphia 
that  the  citizens  raised  subscriptions  to  build  ships  of  war 
at  that  time  and  supported  the  new  Navj*. 

The  actual  decision  to  build  a  frigate  was  recorded  in 
The  Salem  Gazette  on  Friday  26  October  1798.® 

At  a  meeting  in  the  Court  House  in  this  town  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  subscribed  to  build 
a  ship  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  it  was  voted 
unanimously  to  build  a  Frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  and  loan 
the  same  to  the  government;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Gray,  Jr.,  John 
Norris  and  Jacob  Ashton,  Esqs.,  Capt.  Benja.  Hodges  and 
Capt.  Ichabod  Nichols  were  chosen  a  committee  to  carr^'  the 
vote  into  immediate  effect. 

Captain  Joseph  Waters,  an  experienced  ship  master, 
was  named  by  the  committee  as  its  general  agent ;  Colonel 
William  Ilackett  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  was 
selected  to  prepare  the  model  and  superintend  the  con¬ 
struction  ;  and  Mr.  Enos  Briggs,  a  well  knowm  and  com¬ 
petent  ship  builder  of  Salem,  was  appointed  master 
builder.  In  addition.  Captain  Waters  was  appointed,  23 
February,  by  Benjamin  Stoddert,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  to  superintend  the  building  and  equipment  of  the 
frigate  being  built  at  Salem.  The  first  instructions  sent 
to  Captain  Waters  along  with  his  appointment  concerned 
how  much  water  the  ship  was  to  carry  and  the  type  of 
cask.  The  instructions  first  called  for  a  supply,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  for  two  hundred  and  twenty  men  for  six  months. 

5  The  Salem  Gazette,  XII,  754,  26  October  1798. 
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However,  if  more  room  were  needed  for  provisions,  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  four  months  was  sufficient.  This  supply  was  to  be 
based  on  the  calculation  of  one  gallon  per  day  for  each 
man.®  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  considered  this 
matter  in  his  first  letter  illustrates  the  importance  that 
■was  attached  to  the  planning  of  an  adequate  water  supply 
■when  building  a  sailing  ship  before  the  days  of  double 
bottoms  and  evaporators. 

The  actual  laying  of  the  keel  of  the  frigate  ■w^as  not 
until  13  April  1799.  During  the  course  of  the  winter, 
however,  preparations  w’ere  made  for  starting  the  work 
when  spring  came.  The  timber,  which  was  mostly  white 
oak,  was  cut  and  hauled  into  Salem  from  the  nearby  towns 
of  Danvers,  Topsfield,  Boxford,  and  xVndover.  Once  the 
keel  was  laid  the  work  proceeded  rapidly,  and  the  Essex 
was  launched  at  Winter  Island  near  Fort  Pickering  on 
30  September  1799,  just  five  months  and  seventeen  days 
after  the  laying  of  her  keel.  The  following  account  of  the 
launching  is  taken  from  The  Salem  Gazette 

Yesterday  the  Frigate  Essex,  of  thirty-two  guns,  was 
launched  from  the  Stocks  in  this  town.  She  went  into  the 
water  with  the  most  easy  and  graceful  motion,  amidst  the 
acclamation  of  thousands  of  spectators,  and  a  federal  salute 
from  her  guns  on  the  hill,  returned  by  an  armed  ship  in  the 
harbour  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Williams.  The 
Committee  acting  for  the  subscribers.  Colonel  Hackett,  the 
superintendent,  and  Mr,  Briggs,  the  master  builder,  have 
thus  the  satisfaction  of  producing  to  their  country  as  fine  a 
ship  of  her  size  as  graces  the  American  Navy.  It  is  not  yet 
kno^wn  who  will  command  her,  but  all  hands  agreed  that  she 
is  well  calculated  to  do  essential  service  to  her  country. 

Thousands  were  reported  to  have  come  do^wn  to  admire 
her  at  her  launching  and  prior  to  her  departure  from 
Salem.  She  must  have  been  a  noble  sight  indeed,  to  those 
who  saw  her,  with  her  fine  lines  and  three  towering  masts 
lying  at  anchor  among  the  awkward  merchant  ships. 

6  Letter  to  Capt.  tVaters  from  Benjamin  Stoddard,  Essex 
Papers,  V. 

7  The  Salem  Gazette,  XIII,  851,  Tuesday,  October  1,  1799. 
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The  dimensions  and  tonnage 
launched,  were  as  follows:® 

Length  of  the  gun  deck 
Length  of  the  keel 
Breadth  of  beam 
Depth  of  hold 
Deck  to  lower  deck 
Height  of  waist 
Height  of  quarter-deck 
Tonnage 


of  the  Essex,  when  she  was 


141  ft. 

118  ft. 

37  ft. 

12  ft.  8  in. 

5  ft.  9  in. 

6  ft. 

6  ft.  3  in. 

850  21/9  5  tons  (long  tons) 


Exactly  what  the  original  dimensions  of  the  masts  and 
spars  of  the  Essex  were  is  not  known.  In  Captain  Waters’ 
papers  there  is  a  memorandum  giving  the  specifications 
for  the  mast  and  spars  for  a  ship  building  in  Salem.  These 
figures  differ  from  those  in  a  memorandum  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  Captain  Edward  Preble.  Probably  the  dimen¬ 
sions  were  changed  during  the  actual  rigging  or  were 
changed  by  Captain  Preble  during  his  first  cruise.  Both 
sets  of  figures  are  listed  below : 


Dimensions 
Mainmast 
Foremast 
Mizzenmast 
Main  topmast 
Fore  topmast 
Mizzen  topmast 
Bowsprit 
Main  Yard 
Fore  Yard 


Captain  Waters’ 
Papers^ 

84  ft.  to  work  27  in. 
78  ft.  to  work  25^  in. 
74  ft.  to  work  19  in. 
56  ft. 

53  ft. 

40  ft. 

54  ft. 

84  ft. 

72  ft. 


Preble’s 
Memorandum^® 
85  ft. 

75^  ft. 

7U  ft. 

55  ft. 

51  ft. 

40  ft. 

54  ft. 

80  ft. 

72  ft. 


It  is  of  interest  to  note  some  of  the  prices  paid  for 
the  materials  and  labor  that  went  into  the  construction  of 
the  Essex.  The  prices  paid  for  lumber  varied  during  the 
winter.  One  receipt  in  Captain  Waters’  papers  was  for 
3,824  feet  of  clear  boards  for  $61.18,  which  is  at  a  rate 

8  Essex  Papers,  I. 

9  Ihid. 

10  George  Preble,  Essex,  p.  13. 
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of  $16.00  per  thousand.^^  Another  receipt  for  payment 
from  Nathan  Pierce  was  based  on  a  rate  of  $12.50  per 
thousand.  Samuel  Mclntire,  a  famous  architect  around 
Salem,  turned  in  a  bill  of  $410  for  carving  work,  which 
probably  was  mainly  for  the  figure  head.^^  The  prices 
paid  for  labor  according  to  a  notation  of  Captain  Waters 
were:  common  laborer,  $1.00  per  day;  joiners,  $1.25  per 
day;  and  carpenters,  $1.50  per  day.^^ 

The  sails  were  made  at  a  price  of  $15.75  by  the  firm 
of  Buffum  and  Howard  from  Russian  duck  manufactured 
expressly  for  the  purpose  at  Daniel  Rust’s  factory,  which 
was  located  on  Broad  Street.  Evidently  the  sails  were  of 
excellent  quality  as  it  was  noticed  that  the  Essex  never 
sailed  so  well  as  she  did  with  her  first  suit  of  sails.  The 
iron  work  was  done  by  Alden  Briggs.  William  Gray 
supervised  the  making  of  the  cordage,  which  was  done  at 
three  different  rope  walks.  William  Luscomb  did  the 
painting  and  plumbing,  and  the  Salem  Iron  Factory  cast 
the  anchors  for  the  Essex}*  The  rigging  was  made  by 
Captain  Jonathan  Harraden  at  his  factory  on  Broivn 
Street,^®  and  as  she  was  rigged  in  the  winter  it  later 
caused  considerable  trouble  as  the  rigging  became  danger¬ 
ously  slack  in  warm  weather. 

The  final  cost  of  the  Essex,  which  was  destined  to  do 
great  service  for  her  country,  was  $154,687.77.  This 
figure  seems  large  compared  to  the  original  subscription, 
but  it  includes  the  cost  of  building,  armament,  twelve 
months  provisions,  and  extra  sails,  spars,  and  anchors. 
An  itemized  account  of  the  cost,  in  Captain  Waters’  hand¬ 
writing,  indicates  how  the  over  all  cost  was  broken  down 

11  Essex  Papers,  I. 

12  r.ni  of  Samuel  Mclntire,  Essex  Papers,  III,  Peabody 
Museum,  Salem,  Massachusetts. 

13  Receipt,  FJssex  Papers,  I. 

14  Essex  Papers,  II. 

I.";  (rilbert  L.  Streeter,  Essex  Institute  Proeeedings,  (Salem, 
1848),  II,  77. 

16  Abstract  of  Materials  Wrought  and  Unwroug'ht  for  Build¬ 
ing  and  Equipment  on  Account  of  Essex  Frigate,  Essex  Papers,  I. 
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Dollars 

Cents 

Constructor 

$  921 

54 

Building  Carpenter’s  Bill 

26,616 

64 

Iron  Work  Blacksmith 

8,371 

94 

Cordage 

10,075 

3 

Painting  and  Plumbing 

2,256 

35 

Carving 

410 

Duck  for  one  complete  suit  of  sails 

3,731 

74 

Anchors 

1,081 

2 

Copper  Bolts 

4,339 

5 

Sailmakers  for  making  sails 

730 

24 

Hire  of  tradesmen 

2,735 

36 

J,  W.’s  account  of  sundries  which  includes 

spars,  blocks,  etc. 

12,723 

91 

Commission  on  $73,493.72  at  2% 

1,479 

87 

TOTAL  $75,4^3.59 

The  above  is  the  cost  o£  the  Essex  with  one  complete  set 
of  sails  and  copper  fastened,  but  not  coppered.  The  ex¬ 
pense  of  putting  on  the  copper  was  included  in  the  fore¬ 
going. 

Amount  of  Ordinance,  Jlilitary  Stores 


and  Kentledge  $31,992.76 

Amount  of  Ships  Stores  12,709.14 

Amount  of  Provisions  12,304.52 

Slop  Clothing  3,868.79 

Hospital  Stores  526.20 


62,401.46 

Sundries  for  extra  suit  of  sails,  spars,  anchors, 

duck,  cables,  labor  and  commission  16,812.72 

$154,687.77 

Thus  one  of  the  greatest  frigates  of  our  early  K^avy, 
which  was  to  do  such  excellent  service  in  the  !Naval  War 
with  France,  the  War  with  the  Barbary  Corsairs,  and  the 
War  of  1812,  was  built  and  rigged.  Great  credit  goes  to 
the  builders  of  such  a  fine  ship  which  according  to  her 
first  captain,  Edward  Preble  of  Portland,  IMaine,  was 
the  fastest  sailer  in  the  Navy  and  of  fine  construction  and 
arrangement  for  a  ship  of  war.^’' 

17  G.  Preble,  First  Cruise  of  the  Essex,  p.  18. 
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First  Cruise  of  the  Essex 
The  command  of  the  Essex  was  first  offered  to  Captain 
Waters  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  but  he  declined  the 
honor  due  to  the  pressure  of  domestic  obligations.  The 
committee  for  building  her  then  recommended  Captain 
Richard  Derby,  but  as  he  was  absent  in  Europe,  Captain 
Edward  Preble,  of  Portland,  Maine,  was  put  in  command. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  ordered  him  to  prepare  the 
Essex  for  sea  and  to  command  her  in  the  event  of  her 
being  ready  before  Captain  Derby’s  return  from  Europe 
on  21  October  1799.^*  The  order  ivas  promptly  accepted, 
and  Captain  Preble  wrote  from  Salem  on  7  November 
that  he  had  taken  charge  of  the  Essex.  He  reported  that 
she  was  completely  rigged,  had  all  her  ballast  on  board, 
and  her  stock  of  water  almost  loaded.  Captain  Preble 
felt  he  could  have  her  ready  for  sea  in  thirty  days  if  he 
could  get  the  recruiting  finished. 

Recruiting  offices  were  opened  at  once  in  Salem,  Boston, 
and  Cape  Ann.  Meanwhile  the  equipment  of  the  vessel 
was  hurried  forward.  Benjamin  Stoddert,  the  Secretary 
of  the  i^avy,  authorized  the  Essex  to  have  a  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  Second  Lieutenant,  Third  Lieutenant,  Purser,  one 
Surgeon’s  Mate,  one  Chaplain,  one  Sailing  ^Master,  one 
Boatswain,  one  Gunner,  one  Sailmaker,  one  Carpenter,  and 
twelve  Midshipmen  for  officers.  The  petty  officers  allowed 
were  two  Master’s  mates  two  Boatswain’s  Mates,  eight 
Quarter  gunners,  two  Cooper’s  mates,  one  Captain’s  clerk, 
one  Foreman  of  the  gunroom,  one  Cockswain,  one  Cooper, 
one  Steward  one  Armourer,  one  Master-at-Arms,  and  one 
Cook.“®  The  crew  was  to  consist  of  sixty  able  seamen, 
seventy-three  ordinary  seamen,  thirty  boys,  and  fifty  ma¬ 
rines  including  officers.  Specific  instructions  were  given 
to  Captain  Preble  to  permit  no  indirect  or  forcible  means 
to  be  used  to  induce  men  to  enter  the  service.^^  The  above 
complement  of  260  men  was  the  usual  complement  of  the 

!  18  Letter  to  Capt.  Preble  from  Seoretar3’  of  the  Navy,  Knox, 

Naval  Documents,  Aupiist  1709  to  December  1790,  p.  305. 

19  Ibid.,  Au^st  1799  to  December  1799,  p.  364. 

20  Letters  to  Capt.  Preble  from  Secretarj-  of  the  Navy, 

f  Knox,  Naval  Documents,  August  1799  to  December  1799,  p.  319. 

j  21  Ibid.,  August  1799  to  December  1799,  p.  319. 
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Essex.  From  an  abstract  of  allotments  made  by  the  crew 
of  the  Essex  an  indication  of  the  wages  paid  to  various 
officers  and  rates  can  be  obtained.^^ 


Name 

Rank  or  Rate 

Wage 

Allotment 

William  Burr 

seaman 

$17 

$8.50 

Andrew  Knowland 

cook 

18 

9 

Thomas  Webb 

ordinary  seaman 

12 

6 

James  Wallace 

master  at  arms 

18 

9 

Eoyal  Gurley 

Midshipman 

19 

9.50 

Richard  C.  Beale 

Lieutenant 

40 

20 

William  Mumford 

Purser 

40 

20 

George  Clark 

boy 

14 

7 

Samuel  Masury 

gunner 

20 

10 

Samuel  Ward 

Capt’s  Clerk 

25 

12.50 

Joseph  Martin 

boatswain 

20 

10 

Francis  Benson 

Master  Mate 

20 

10 

Rufus  Low 

Sailing  Master 

40 

20 

Joseph  Xewhall 

armourer 

18 

20 

Captain  Preble 

did  not  like  the 

way  the 

guns  were 

mounted  and  he  had  the  carriages  completely  done  over. 
As  she  was  finally  equipped  the  Essex  had  2G  twelve 
pounders  mounted  on  her  gun  deck  and  10  six  pounders 
mounted  on  her  quarter  deck.  Captain  Preble  did  not 
approve  of  the  six  pounders  and  suggested  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Xavy  that  nine  pounders  would  bo  much  bet¬ 
ter  as  she  had  room  and  was  able  to  bear  them.  He  also 
put  in  a  request  for  75  muskets  and  70  jiair  of  pistols  to 
complete  the  armament  of  the  Essex.^^ 

Owing  to  bad  weather,  delays  in  the  arrivals  of  sup¬ 
plies,  the  trouble  with  the  gun  carriages,  and  difficulties 
in  recruiting,  the  Essex  was  not  ready  for  sea  as  soon  as 
Captain  Preble  had  hoped  in  spite  of  great  exertion  by 
everyone.  Even  when  the  Essex  did  sail  she  had  a  com¬ 
plement  of  only  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  men,  which 
was  twenty-two  short.  The  hardships  of  Xavy  life  evi¬ 
dently  did  not  appeal  to  the  ordinary  sailor  who  would 

22  Abstract  of  allotments  made  by  the  crew  of  the  Essex, 
Essex  Papers,  III,  Peabody  Museum,  Salem,  Massachusetts.  This 
was  signed  by  Capt.  Preble  and  the  Purser,  IVilliam  Mumford. 

23  Letter.  Knox,  Xaral  Documents,  August  1799  to  Decem¬ 
ber  1799,  ij.  435. 
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rather  ship  on  a  merchant  ship.  It  was  therefore  not 
until  December  that  Captain  Preble  could  make  out  a 
receipt  for  the  ship  and  put  to  sea.^^ 

“The  Committee  for  building  a  Frigate  in  Salem  for  the 
United  States,  having  delivered  to  my  charge  the  said 
Frigate,  called  the  Essex,  with  her  hull,  masts,  spars,  and 
rigging  complete  and  furnished  me  with  one  complete 
suit  of  sails  two  bower  cables  and  anchors,  one  stream 
cable  and  anchor,  one  hawser  and  hedge  anchor,  one  tow 
line,  four  boats  and  a  full  set  of  spare  masts  and  spars 
except  the  lower  masts  and  bowsprint.  I  have  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  received  said  Frigate  Essex,  and 
signed  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same.” 

On  22  December  1799,  the  Essex,  with  orders  to  join 
the  Congress  at  Xewport  sailed  from  Salem.  The  Salem 
Gazette  recorded  her  departure.-® 

The  Frigate  Essex,  Capt.  Preble,  sailed  from  this  harbour 
on  Sunday  morning  for  Xewport.  She  fired  a  salute  on  go¬ 
ing  out  which  was  returned  from  Fort  Pickering.  She 
sailed  remarkably  well,  and  from  the  abilities  of  her  officers 
and  crew,  we  anticipate  a  successful  cruise. 

Successful  her  cruises  were  indeed  to  be,  but  never 
again  did  the  ship  return  to  the  harbor  of  the  city  whose 
sacrifices  had  made  her  construction  possible.  Even  more 
ironical,  her  tragic  end  took  place  during  a  war  which  did 
uncalculable  destruction  to  the  shipping  of  Salem  and  to 
which  the  people  of  Salem  were  generally  opposed. 

The  situation  with  France  at  the  time  the  Essex  sailed 
was  one  of  open  naval  warfare  although  officially  no  war 
was  ever  declared.  Commercial  intercourse  with  France 
and  her  dependencies  had  been  suspended  by  acts  of  Con¬ 
gress  in  the  preceding  six  months  of  1798.  Due  to  depre¬ 
dations  of  the  French,  Congress  on  28  !May  1798  passed 
an  Act  which  authorized  President  John  Adams  to  send 

24  Capt.  George  H.  Preble,  “The  First  Cruise  of  the  United 
States  Frigate  Efise,v,'’  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collection, 
(Salem,  1870),  X,  III,  47. 

25  The  Salem  Gazette,  24  December  1799. 
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out  the  following  general  order  to  the  Commanders  of 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States 

You  are  instructed  and  directed  to  seize,  take,  and  bring 
into  any  port  of  the  United  States,  to  be  proceeded  against 
according  to  the  Law  of  Nations,  any  armed  vessel  sailing 
under  authority  or  pretense  of  authority,  from  the  Kepublic 
of  France,  which  shall  have  committed,  or  which  shall  be 
found  hovering  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  committing  Depredations  on  the  vessels  belonging 
to  the  citizens  thereof ;  and  also  to  retake  any  ship  or  vessel 
of  and  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  which  may 
have  been  captured  by  any  such  armed  Vessel. 

The  above  act  was  broadened  by  one  on  9  July  1798, 
which  authorized  the  seizure  of  French  armed  vessels  and 
captured  American  vessels  “within  the  jurisdictional 
limits  of  the  United  States  or  elsewhere  on  the  high 
seas.”^^  This  act,  also,  empowered  the  President  to  issue 
letters-of-marque  to  private  armed  vessels  to  do  the  same. 
These  acts  were  the  basis  for  the  naval  actions  taken 
against  French  armed  vessels  during  the  next  two  years. 

To  return  to  the  role  of  the  Essex,  she  proceeded  to 
Newport  to  rendezvous  with  the  Congress  and  arrived 
there  on  27  December.  Captain  Preble  was  very  pleased 
at  the  way  she  sailed  and  commented  in  a  letter  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Waters  that  she  made  eleven  miles  per  hour,  with  top 
gallant  sail  set  and  within  six  points  of  the  wind.^®  On 
6  January  1800,  the  Congress,  Captain  Sever,  and  the 
Essex,  Captain  Preble,  set  sail  from  Newport  with  a  con¬ 
voy  of  two  ships  and  a  brig  bound  for  the  East  Indies. 
The  object  of  the  voyage  was  to  protect  American  ship¬ 
ping  in  the  Far  East  from  French  privateers  and  to  give 
convoy  to  such  vessels  as  desired  to  return  home.  The 
three  merchantmen,  being  dull  sailors,  soon  dropped  be¬ 
hind  and  were  lost  sight  of  after  a  couple  of  days.  It 
blew  hard  after  the  two  frigates  had  been  out  five  days 
and  they,  too,  were  separated.  The  storm  was  of  such 

26  Knox,  Naval  Documents,  January  1789  to  October  1798, 

p.  88. 

27  Ibid.,  February  1797  to  October  1798,  p.  181. 

28  Preble,  “Cruise  of  the  Essex,”  p.  48. 
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intensity  that  the  Congress  lost  her  bowsprit  and  was 
totally  dismasted  on  the  afternoon  of  12  January.  Cap¬ 
tain  Sever  finally  managed  to  get  a  small  sail  set  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Hampton  Roads,  thus  ending  her  attempted  voy¬ 
age  to  the  Far  East.  Captain  Preble  writes  in  his  journal 
on  12  January:^® 

Strong  gales,  by  S.E.  to  S.W.  and  rain,  under  reefed  fore¬ 
sail,  close  reefed  maintopsail,  mizzen  and  forestaysails.  At 
4  P.M.  took  in  the  main  topsail  and  set  the  storm  mizzen 
staysail.  The  Congress  S.E.  by  E.  two  miles.  At  4^  P.M. 
considering  the  bowsprite  to  be  in  danger,  I  bore  away  for 
a  few  minutes  to  take  in  the  fore-topmast  staysail,  the  wind 
blowing  with  great  fury.  At  this  time  lost  sight  of  the  Con¬ 
gress,  our  rigging  being  so  slack  as  to  make  it  impossible 
to  carry  sail  to  keep  up  with  her  without  hazarding  the  loss 
of  our  masts. 

Both  the  Congress  and  the  Essex  had  had  their  rigging 
set  up  in  cold  weather,  and  the  warm  weather  of  the  Gulf 
Stream  had  made  it  dangerously  slack.  Probably  Captain 
Sever  was  unable  to  get  enough  sail  in,  but  he  was  exon¬ 
erated  from  blame  by  a  court  of  inquiry  due  to  the  sever¬ 
ity  of  the  storm. 

On  the  evening  of  24  January,  Captain  Preble  was 
informed  that  the  mainmast  was  sprung  between  the 
decks.  He  ordered  the  maintopsail  taken  in  and  examined 
the  mast  which  was  found  to  be  verv  badly  sprung  about 
three  feet  above  the  wedges.  Then  the  top  gallant  yard 
and  masts  were  taken  down  and  the  mainsail  was  taken 
in.  They  managed  with  great  effort  to  ease  the  mast  and 
secure  it  until  the  next  day  when  the  carpenters  repaired 
the  mast  with  fishes.  On  7  February  the  ship  crossed  the 
equator.  A  week  later  John  Wells  and  Daniel  Woodman 
got  into  a  scuffle  on  the  starboard  gangway,  unknown  to 
any  officer  on  board,  and  both  fell  overboard.  A  iolly 
boat  was  put  over  the  side  and  sent  in  quest  of  them,  but 
returned  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  w’ithout  seeing  or 
hearing  anything.  It  is  amazing  that  they  fell  overboard 

29  Knox,  Xaval  Documents,  January  1800  to  May  1800,  p.  70. 
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and  disappeared  as  the  weather  was  moderate  and  the  sea 
smooth  at  the  time.®® 

On  11  ]\[arch  1800,  the  Essex,  without  any  further  mis¬ 
haps,  anchored  in  Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where 
she  found  a  British  squadron  of  seven  vessels,  two  Enarlish 
and  a  Swedish  Indiaman,  an  English  whaler,  and  three 
American  merchant  vessels.  Two  days  after  his  arrival 
Preble  wrote  a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
describing  the  voyage.  !Much  of  the  iron  work  had  given 
way,  and  the  rigging  needed  a  thorough  overhauling  so 
he  estimated  that  they  would  remain  at  Table  Bay  for 
at  least  ten  days.  Captain  Preble  was  well  received  by 
the  British,  and  the  Essex  was  much  admired  for  the 
beauty  of  her  construction.  The  day  following  his  arrival 
one  of  the  Captains  of  the  men  of  war  came  aboard  the 
Essex  and  invited  him  to  dine  with  the  Admiral.  The 
following  day  the  Governor  asked  him  to  dine.  The 
British  offered  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  help  him  as  they 
were  also  after  French  raiders.  Captain  Preble  included 
in  his  report  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Isle  of  France  for  the  confiscation  of  all  American  prop¬ 
erty  and  news  of  French  privateers  in  the  straits  of 
Sunda.®^  In  a  letter  just  before  leaving  Table  Bay, 
Preble  wrote  again  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  also 
to  Captain  Sever  telling  of  the  friendly  attitude  of  the 
British.  The  Essex  sailed  on  28  March  1800,  after  being 
completely  equipped  again  and  put  in  good  repair.  Cap¬ 
tain  Preble  calculated  rightly  that  the  Congress  had  suf¬ 
fered  some  damage  that  would  prevent  her  continuing  the 
cruise,  so  he  did  not  wait  any  longer. 

The  Essex,  according  to  the  records,  must  have  passed 
longitude  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  is  at  Latitude 
521°  22'S  and  Longitude  18°  2n'F,  about  11  A.]\[.  on 
28  March.  She  was  the  first  United  States  ship  of  war 
to  double  the  Cape  and  carry  our  flag  to  the  Indian  and 
Pacific  Oceans.  Below  is  a  copy  of  the  journal  kept  on 

30  Journal  of  Sailing’  Master,  Rufus  Low,  7  February  1800, 
Knox,  Nmal  Dortimcnts,  January  1800  to  May  1800,  p.  221. 

31  Knox,  Naval  Documents,  January  1800  to  Maj'  1800,  pp. 
299-300. 
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the  Essex  by  First  Lieutenant  Beale  for  the  day  she  passed 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 


32  Lieut.  Richard  Beale,  Photostat,  Journal  kept  on  board 
the  United  States  Frigate  Essex,  printed  for  and  sold  by  Wil¬ 
liam  T.  Clap,  sign  of  the  Boston  Frigate,  Fish-Street  Boston, 
at  the  Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Massachusetts,  the  day  of  28 
March  1800. 

I  have  included  all  references  to  wind  and  courses  to  illus¬ 
trate  how  logs  were  kept  at  that  time.  One  notes  that  the  log 
was  kept  from  noon  to  noon.  The  form  above  is  identical  with 
the  original.  The  form  itself  was  originally  printed  for  the 
Constitution,  but  the  handwriting  is  the  same  as  on  previous 
days  when  a  form  printed  for  the  Essex  was  used.  Also,  the 
account  checks  with  the  notes  in  Capt.  Preble’s  journal.  Navy 
regulations  at  that  time  required  the  Captain,  First  Lieutenant, 
and  Sailing  Master  to  keep  journals  of  the  ship’s  movements. 
Evidently  most  of  the  later  journals  of  the  Essex  were  burned 
when  the  British  destroyed  the  public  buildings  of  Washington 
in  1814. 


Occurences,  Remarks.  Histori¬ 
cal  Events  made  on  board  the 
U.  S.  Frigate  Constitution 
of  44  Guns,  Commander  on 
Friday  the  Day  of,  year 
H  K  F  Courses  Winds  March  28 
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These  24  hours  commence 
with  light  winds  from  the 
North’rd  and  West’rd  at  2 
P.M.  unmoved  and  got  under¬ 
way  from  stern  anchor,  beat 
out  of  the  Bay  in  company 
with  the  Rattlesnake  sloop  of 
war  Capt.  Curtis  fired  a  sa¬ 
lute  of  15  guns  and  was  an¬ 
swered  by  the  Admiral  with 
13  from  on  board  the  Lan¬ 
caster,  64  gun  ship,  at  6  P.M. 
Table  Hill  bore  E2S  Dist  3 
leagues  Sugar  Loaf  EBS  2S 
Distance  2.4  leagues.  Paul- 
oasberg  SBW  Distance  6 
leagues  from  which  bearing 
I  take  my  departure,  judging 
the  ship  to  be  in  34°  South 
and  18°  10’  East  of  London, 
at  11P.M.  fresh  gales  and  a 
heavy  sea,  close  swept  the 
topsail,  hauled  mainsail,  got 
down  gale  yards  and  masts. 
At  4  A.M.  the  wind  veered 


Results  of  Daj’s  Work 

Course  made  good  S  13°E 
Distance  97 
Diff  Lat.  1°34'S 
Departure  22'E 
Merid.  Distance  22E 

Diff.  Long  27E 

Long,  Obse.  ved  18.37E 

Lat.  Observed  35.37S 

Vari  per  Amp’d 
Vari  per  Azimuth 
Current 


suddenly  to  SSW  wore  ship 
to  Eastard  unsteady  weather, 
made  and  took  in  sail  accord¬ 
ingly.  Saw  a  sail  under  our 
lee,  bore  up  and  spoke  her, 
proved  to  be  an  English  brig 
bound  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


Distance  per  log  163. 
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Nothing  of  great  interest  occurred  after  leaving  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  until  the  Essex  arrived  in  the  Straits 
of  Sunda.  There,  on  6  May,  she  recaptured  an  American 
ship  after  a  three  hour  chase.  The  ship  had  been  con¬ 
demned  at  the  Isle  of  France  and  was  bound  to  Batavia.®^ 
This  was  the  first  piece  of  practical  service  rendered  by 
the  Essex.  The  ship  was  completely  watered  at  New 
Island,  in  the  Sunda  Straits,  and  then  proceeded  to  Ba¬ 
tavia.  On  the  way  to  Batavia,  the  morning  of  10  May 
was  spent  in  company  with  an  English  ship  of  74  guns, 
the  Arrogant,  and  the  frigate  Orpheus.  Captain  Preble 
reported  that  the  Essex  sailed  infinitely  faster  than  either 
of  them,  and  he  believed  she  was  faster  than  any  ship  in 
the  American  service.®^  The  Arrogant  and  the  Orpheus 
were,  according  to  Sailing  Master,  Rufus  Low,  the  fastest 
sailing  ships  in  the  English  Navy  at  that  time.®® 

On  the  following  day  there  occurred  the  first  open 
trouble  with  the  crew.  The  crew  had  enlisted  with  the 
hopes  of  considerable  prize  money,  and  they  had  been  at 
sea  several  months  without  getting  any.  The  only  ship 
they  had  captured  was  an  American  so  they  got  nothing 
from  her.  Besides  this,  the  heat  was  oppressive  and  the 
humidity  high.  William  Ash,  a  forecastle  man,  became 
rebellious  and  excited  his  fellow  shipmates  to  fall  on  their 
officers  and  serve  them  saying,  “as  w’e  did  on  board  the 
Harmin  and  serve  them  right.”®®  He  was  quickly  seized 
after  this  outburst  and  thrown  in  irons.  This  was  the 
only  outbreak  of  discontent  that  took  place  during  the  first 
cruise  aboard  the  Essex,  but  sickness  was  later  to  plague 
the  Essex’s  convoy  and  cause  much  discontent. 

They  arrived  off  Batavia  on  14  !May,  and  Preble  w’rote 
to  the  Governor-General  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies  an¬ 
nouncing  his  arrival  and  saying,  “I  shall  salute  the  Dutch 
flag  at  Batavia  with  sixteen  guns,  if  your  Excellency  will 

33  Knox,  Naval  Documents,  Januarj-  1800  to  May  1800,  p. 
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34  Letter  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  from  Captain  Edward 
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do  me  the  honor  to  order  an  equal  number  returned.  With¬ 
out  being  assured  of  this,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  salute 
the  flag  of  any  nation  whatever.”®'^  This  type  of  action 
brought  respect  for  our  new  Republic  and  shows  the  spirit 
of  our  early  naval  commanders.  The  next  day  Preble 
anchored  in  Batavia  roads  and  the  salutes  were  exchanged. 
Preble  was,  also,  cordially  received  by  the  governor.  Most 
of  the  time  during  the  next  six  weeks  was  spent  in  cruis¬ 
ing  about  the  Straits  of  Sunda  and  in  collecting  a  convoy 
for  the  voyage  home.  One  incident  of  interest  occurred 
on  7  June  1800  when  the  Essex  went  aground  off  the  Java 
coast.  The  following  account  of  the  incident  is  found  in 
Lieutenant  Beale’s  Journal  kept  on  board  the  Essex 

At  9  A.M.  standing  in  for  the  Java  shore  the  ship  struck  on 
a  small  sand  bank  at  ^  a  ships  length,  astern  6  fathoms 
water,  abreast  the  main  chains  41  each  side,  one  ship’s  length 
forward  3  fathoms.  Maneater’s  Island  XW  distance  4  miles. 
Got  out  the  boats  and  prepared  to  carry  out  a  bower  anchor. 
Started  700  gallons  of  water  and  pumped  it  out.  At  ^  past 
9  she  backed  off,  wore  round,  and  came  to  the  wind. 

This  was  a  constant  danger  at  that  time  due  to  the  lack 
of  accurate  charts  and  soundings.  Much  of  the  time  one 
man  had  to  be  kept  in  the  chains  taking  soundings.  Two 
days  later  there  is  a  notation  in  the  Sailing  Master’s 
Journal  of  turning  the  powder  barrels  underside  up,  to 
keep  the  powder  of  equal  strength.  Great  care  had  to  be 
taken  of  powder  in  the  tropics,  and  in  that  day  and  age 
the  length  of  time  between  issues  was  great.  This  made 
the  storage  problem  even  more  difficult. 

The  merchantmen  Avere  impatient  to  get  away  so  on 
15  June,  signals  and  instructions  were  issued  to  fifteen 
vessels  bound  for  the  United  States.  At  that  time  there 
were  only  three  merchant  vessels  besides  the  American 
ones  in  Batavia.  The  Essex  weighed  anchor  on  19  June 
and  sailed  with  a  convoy  of  thirteen  American  ships  and 
brigs.  Two  remained  behind,  who  were  to  join  the  con¬ 
voy  later.  The  cargo  of  the  vessels  was  made  up  mainly 

37  Knox,  Naval  Documents,  January  1800  to  May  1800,  p. 
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of  coffee,  sugar,  and  pepper.  The  ship  China,  36  guns, 
which  was  the  largest,  was  carrying  Japan  wood  and 
ware,  tea,  camphor,  drugs,  coffee,  sugar,  and  pepper  to 
Philadelphia.®”  The  cargoes  of  all  these  vessels  were  of 
a  similar  nature  and  of  high  value  back  in  the  United 
States. 

On  21  June  Captain  Preble  learned  from  a  Dutch 
proa^”  that  the  American  ship  AttenamaJc  of  Baltimore 
had  been  captured  at  the  Straits  of  Sunda  on  15  June,  by 
a  French  corvette  of  22  guns.  It  was  also  reported  that 
four  more  privateers  were  on  their  way  from  the  Isle  of 
France.  Captain  Preble  notified  the  Dutch  governor  that 
the  prize  was  taken  under  his  jurisdiction  so  that  she 
would  be  released  if  brought  into  a  Dutch  port.'*^ 

On  22  June  the  fleet  anchored  in  Anjer  Roads,  with  a 
wind  contrary  for  passage.  Through  the  straits  a  French 
corvette  was  in  sight  hovering  about  the  fleet.  The  Essex 
started  chasing  her  at  1  P.M.  and  continued  until  dark, 
but  the  lightness  of  the  wind  enabled  her  to  make  use  of 
her  sweeps  to  such  good  advantage  as  to  escape.  Captain 
Preble  was  then  forced  to  go  back  to  his  convoy.  On  the 
24th  a  Dutch  proa  came  alongside,  and  Captain  Preble 
learned  that  a  French  ship  of  32  guns  was  in  the  straits 
over  near  Sumatra.  The  ship  was  supposed  to  be  a  fri¬ 
gate  from  France.  The  Essex  chased  the  corvette  again 
on  the  24th  when  she  approached  the  fleet  at  anchor  under 
the  Java  shore  between  Anjer  and  Pepper  Bay.  At  dusk 
the  wind  failed,  and  the  corvette  got  away  again  by  using 
its  sweeps.  The  convoy  then  proceeded  to  New  Bay  where 
they  watered,  and  on  1  July  the  Essex  sailed  with  a  con¬ 
voy  of  14  ships  of  which  only  one  was  unarmed.  One  of 
the  vessels  left  at  Batavia  had  decided  not  to  join  the  con¬ 
voy.  Captain  Preble  in  his  August  report  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Xavy  stressed  the  fact  that  our  trade  needed, 
constant  protection  in  the  straits.  He  also  remarked  that 

39  Preble,  “Cruise  of  the  Essex.”  p.  88. 

40  A  double-ended  outripg’er  canoe  of  Malaysia,  with  a  large 
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it  was  too  bad  that  the  Congress  bad  not  arrived  at  Bata¬ 
via  so  one  vessel  could  stay  and  clear  the  straits  of  pirates 
and  French  ships  while  the  other  took  a  convoy  hoine.’*'^ 

During  the  passage  from  Xew'  Island  to  the  Island  of 
St.  Helena  Road  the  convoy  required  a  good  deal  of 
attention,  but  managed  to  stay  together  until  a  storm  hit 
on  11  August.  The  Brig  Delaware  was  taken  in  tow  for 
awhile.  The  flux  and  fever  hit  the  convoy  w’hich  added 
to  the  general  discontent.  Almost  every  day  one  of  the 
merchantmen  reported  that  they  were  short  handed  either 
through  mutiny  or  sickness.  The  Essex  committed  four 
men  to  the  deep  herself  before  reaching  St.  Helena  and 
two  more  on  the  way  to  Xew  York.  Often  the  Essex  had 
to  send  men  to  help  sail  some  of  the  merchant  ships  wFen, 
their  crew  became  too  ill  or  rebellious.  Then  they  too 
would  get  into  a  mutinous  mood.  Xo  open  outbreaks 
occurred  aboard  the  ivell-disciplined  Essex,  but  four  men 
loaned  to  the  Smallwood  by  Captain  Preble  mutinied.  On 
17  July  they  were  brought  back  to  the  Essex  to  be  whipped 
at  the  gangway.^^ 

In  addition  to  the  sickness  the  masters  of  the  merchant¬ 
men  were  self-willed  and  often  disobeyed  orders  to  close 
up  or  fall  back  which  is  a  usual  problem  that  the  Xavy 
has  to  contend  with  when  convoying  merchantmen.  For¬ 
tunately  only  one  French  ship  molested  the  convoy  dur¬ 
ing  this  passage  on  31  July,  and  she  was  chased  away 
without  a  shot  being  fired.  On  11  August  a  tremendous 
gale  off  the  bank  of  La  Agalhas  separated  the  Essex  from 
her  convoy,  which  had  instructions  to  meet  at  St.  Helena 
Roads  in  case  of  separation.  The  Essex  picked  up  three 
on  her  way  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  she 
passed,  on  27  August,  and  arrived  at  St.  Helena  on  10 
September  where  salutes  were  exchanged  with  the  British. 
Captain  Preble,  as  before,  was  well  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernor.^^ 

In  the  course  of  the  next  two  weeks  nine  of  the  vessels 
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arrived.  Four  were  reported  to  have  passed  without  call¬ 
ing  at  St.  Helena,  and  one  was  dismasted.  Two  vessels 
left  early,  and  on  26  September  the  Essex  got  underway 
with  seven  ships.  The  only  activities  on  the  way  home 
were  checking  on  strange  sails,  all  of  which  proved  friend¬ 
ly,  and  towing  some  of  the  convoy  part  of  the  time.  The 
frigate  moored  in  a  snowstorm  without  further  adven¬ 
ture  on  29  ^N^ovember  1800  at  JsTew  York.'*®  She  had  been 
gone  for  ten  months  and  twenty-three  days.  The  crew 
was  at  once  discharged,  but  the  officers  remained  attached 
to  care  for  the  ship.  Captain  Preble  was  ordered  to  pre¬ 
pare  her  for  sea  1  April  1801,  but  due  to  ill  health  he 
declined  the  honor.*®  Therefore,  20  May,  Captain 
William  Bainbridge  was  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  relieve  him  of  his  command. 

While  the  Essex  was  on  her  cruise  a  treaty  had  been 
negotiated  with  France,  and  the  French  depredations  on 
American  commerce  died  down  after  Januaiy  1801.  The 
reason  for  the  conciliatory  attitude  of  the  French  was 
their  fear  that  a  war  would  make  us  a  new  ally  for  Eng¬ 
land.  The  treaty  was  conditionally  ratified  3  February 
1801,  and  by  December  1801  both  countries  had  agreed 
on  a  treaty  which  was  proclaimed.  We  gave  up  the  claims 
of  American  citizens  for  French  spoilations,  which  was 
quite  a  concession.  The  French  then  excused  us  from 
all  obligations  of  the  treaties  of  1778.*®  Although  the 
Essex  played  a  small  active  role  in  this  war  its  effect  was 
great  in  bolstering  our  commerce  in  the  Far  East.  What 
the  fate  of  the  ships  in  the  Essex’s  convoy  Avould  have 
been  in  the  Sunda  Straits  if  she  had  not  been  there  is  not 
difficult  to  imagine. 

Dr.  Gardner  Allen  says  that  ‘‘six  million  may  be  taken 
as  fair  estimate  of  the  actual  ex)>ense  of  protecting 
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American  commerce  against  French  Depredations.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  years  of  1798  to  1800  inclusive,  however,  the 
value  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States  thus  protected 
was  over  two  hundred  million  dollars  and  the  revenue 
derived  from  imports  was  more  than  twenty-two  million 
dollars.”  The  profits  derived  from  having  a  protected 
overseas  commerce  more  than  paid  for  the  naval  protec¬ 
tion  rendered.  In  addition  by  departing  from  its  tempor¬ 
ary  pacifism  and  using  naval  force  the  United  States  be¬ 
gan  to  be  recognized  as  a  world  force.  During  the  next 
five  years  it  was  necessary  again  to  take  agressive  action 
in  the  defense  of  American  shipping  in  the  ^lediterranean. 
The  role  of  the  Essex  in  these  operations  is  considered  in 
the  following  chapter. 

The  Essex  axd  the  Barbary  Corsairs 
As  was  mentioned  before,  it  had  been  the  depredations 
of  the  Algerians  during  1793  which  caused  Congress  to 
authorize  the  constniction  of  six  frigates  on  27  March 
1794.  Relations  had  been  fairly  peaceful  with  Morocco 
after  a  treaty  in  1780  and  continued  to  be,  but  trouble 
was  constantly  flaring  up  with  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli, 
Often  those  nations  were  encouraged  by  our  commercial 
rivals  in  Europe  to  raid  our  commerce  and  they,  by  pay¬ 
ing  tribute,  obtained  protection  for  their  vessels.  Then 
a  treaty  which  was  a  disgrace  to  us  was  negotiated  with 
Algiers  and  ratified  by  the  Senate  in  !^^arch  of  1796.  It 
cost  us  a  million  dollars  in  ransom  and  tribute  by  1797, 
and  the  tribute  continued  after  that  for  several  years.  A 
similar  treaty  was  made  with  Tunis  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
fifty-six  thousand  dollars,  and  one  with  Tripoli  at  a  cost 
of  about  one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  dollars.  These 
treaties  had  little  meaning  to  the  rulers  of  the  Barbary 
States.  The  Pasha  of  Tripoli  became  jealous  of  the  bet¬ 
ter  treaty  that  the  Dey  of  Algiers  had  obtained  which 
caused  friction.  ^Nfeanwhile  our  commerce  with  Italy  and 
Spain  increased  to  $11,400,000  in  the  year  1800.  The 
temptation  to  demand  more  tribute  or  else  to  begin  prey¬ 
ing  on  our  commerce  was  too  great  for  the  Pasha  of 
Tripoli  so  he  demanded  a  frigate  and  more  money  from 
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US  late  in  1800.  When  he  was  refused,  he  declared  war  on 
18  May  1801  against  the  United  States. The  absence  of 
a  strong  Navy  and  the  Jetfersonian  isolation  policy  made 
this  action  seem  possible  and  advisable  to  the  Pasha. 

After  our  hostilities  with  France  were  over,  Secretary 
Stoddert,  on  12  Januarv'  1801,  recommended  that  “it 
■would  be  good  economy  to  sell  all  public  vessels  except 
the  following  frigates;  the  United  States,  President,  Gon- 
stitntion,  Chesapeake,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Constella¬ 
tion,  Congress,  Essex,  Boston,  John  Adams,  Adams,  and 
the  General  Green.”^^  The  reasons  were  that  only  these 
vessels  were  of  good  enough  construction  to  be  of  use  in 
future  wars.  There  was  also  a  plan  for  part  pay  for  offi¬ 
cers  on  shore,  which  was  the  start  of  a  Naval  Reserve, 
and  for  the  storage  of  timber  for  future  building  at  Navy 
Yards,  which  was  the  start  of  stock  piling  for  war.  Con¬ 
gress  enacted  legislation  carrying  out  some  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations  in  March. 

Thus,  President  Jefferson,  who  had  been  elected  in  the 
fall  of  1800,  although  basically  opposed  to  foreign  wars 
and  trade  found  himself  w'ith  the  nucleus  of  a  navy  and 
serious  difficulties  in  the  !^^editerranean.  He  was  warned 
by  our  Consul  Catheart  in  Tri]x>li  of  the  coming  trouble, 
and  he  realized  that  jiaying  tribute  was  doing  no  good. 
So  in  order  to  keep  the  Navy  busy  and  as  a  precautionary 
measure  he  had  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  send  a  squadron 
to  the  Mediterranean  under  Commodore  Dale.  The  order 
was  sent  out  on  20  May  1801  and  with  it  was  included  a 
letter  appointing  Captain  Bainbridge  commander  of  the 
Essex.^^  The  squadron,  consisting  of  the  frigates  Presi¬ 
dent,  Captain  James  Barron,  bearing  the  broad  pendant 
of  Commodore  Richard  Dale;  the  Philadelphia,  Captain 
Samuel  Barron;  the  Essex,  Captain  Bainbridge;  and  the 
schooner  Enterprise,  Lieutenant  Sterrett,  was  assembled 
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and  sailed  1  June  from  New  York.®-  Commodore  Dale 
did  not  know  of  the  declaration  of  war  by  Tripoli  when 
he  sailed,  and  he  only  had  instructions  to  blockade  the 
ports  of  the  states  that  he  found  to  be  hostile  and  to  sink 
any  of  their  ships  he  could  reach. 

The  voyapre  to  Gibraltar  was  relatively  uneventful. 
Captain  Bainbridge  recorded  in  his  journal  on  6  June 
that  under  most  conditions  the  Essex  was  the  fastest  sailer 
in  the  fleet,  though  the  President,  did  once  succeed  in  beat¬ 
ing  the  Essex  on  14  June  by  a  little  when  under  full  sail.®® 
Nothing  occurred  on  the  voyage  beside  routine  fleet 
maneuvers,  and  on  1  July  the  fleet  anchored  safely  at 
Gibraltar.  The  captains  of  all  the  ships  then  met  with 
Commodore  Dale  aboard  the  President  where  they  learned 
from  the  American  Consul,  Mr.  Gavino,  that  the  Tripoli¬ 
tans  had  commenced  hostilities.  This  information  was 
unoflicial,  but  the  presence  of  two  Tripolitan  cruisers  in 
the  harbor  seemed  to  indicate  that  it  was  true.®'*  The 
Admiral  of  the  Tri]X)litans.  a  Scotsman,  however  denied 
that  there  was  any  war. 

The  Commodore  took  no  chances  and  left  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  watch  the  Tripolitan  cruisers  while  he  proceeded 
with  the  President  and  Enterprise  to  visit  Algiers,  Tunis, 
and  Tripoli  in  fulfillment  of  his  orders.  The  Essex  sailed 
with  them  on  4  July,  but  she  was  under  separate  orders 
to  convoy  the  ship  Grand  Turk,  loaded  with  public  stores, 
to  the  Bay  of  Tunis  and  protect  the  brig  Hope  as  far  as 
she  wished  to  go.®®  The  Grand  Turk  proved  to  be  a  dull 
sailer  and  had  to  be  towed  most  of  the  way.  The  crew  was 
exercised  regularly  at  battle  stations,  and  from  all  reports 
Captain  Bainbridge  kept  a  well  disciplined  ship.  The 
Essex  arrived  with  her  charges  on  19  July  at  Tunis  where 
she  found  the  President  and  the  Enterprise.^^ 

The  situation  at  Tunis  was  strained  at  the  time  of  the 
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arrival  of  the  American  squadron  due  to  the  Bey’s  de¬ 
mand  to  our  consul,  Colonel  Eaton,  for  more  tribnte.  He 
was  not  just  demanding  it  from  the  United  States  but 
from  all  the  maritime  powers.  The  system  "onerally 
bein",  that  by  bavin"  a  couple  of  powers  pay  tribute  they 
could  be  free  to  raid  the  ones  who  refused.  The  powers 
payinjr  tribute  received  protection  and  also  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  having  their  competitor’s  commerce  raided. 
This  was  the  main  reason  that  no  general  policing  policy 
had  been  worked  out  by  the  European  ])Owers.  Jefferson 
had  suggested  this  policy  when  he  was  ambassador  to 
France,  but  he  received  no  cooperation.  The  presence  of 
the  American  frigates  had  a  wholesome  effect  on  the  Bey 
temporarily,  but  Colonel  Eaton  was  finally  ordered  out 
of  the  country  10  March  1803  mainly  because  of  the  Bey’s 
sympathy  for  Trijxili.®^ 

The  Essex  did  not  remain  long  in  Tunis,  but  sailed  on 
21  July  for  the  northern  coast  of  the  ^fediterranean.  She 
had  orders  to  convoy  the  brig  Hope  as  far  as  Sicily  and 
then  jH’oceed  along  the  northern  coast  westward  collecting 
a  convoy  of  American  vessels  which  she  was  to  see  safely 
out  of  the  ^fediterranean  through  the  Straits  of  Gibral¬ 
tar.®*  The  Essex  parted  company  with  the  brig  Hope  off 
Sicily  and  proceeded  to  Marseilles  where  she  spent  one 
day.  She  sailed  on  30  July  with  a  Salem  ship,  the  Mar¬ 
tha,  Captain  Prince,  and  arrived  at  Barcelona,  Spain,  on 
2  August.®*  This  is  one  instance  where  the  Essex  ren¬ 
dered  a  service  to  the  town  which  built  her. 

At  Barcelona  the  Essex  was  visited  by  many  people,  and 
her  fine  condition  and  appearance  were  in  sharp  contrast 
to  the  Spanish  vessels  of  war.  The  Spaniards  were  not 
very  hospitable  as  they  refused  to  return  a  salute,  gun 
for  gun,  when  Captain  Bainbridge  offered.  So,  none  was 
rendered.  Then  the  Spaniards  of  the  King’s  Zebec  were 
so  rude  as  to  demand  Captain  Bainbridge’s  barge  to  come 
alongside  and  that  he  come  aboard  to  identify  himself 

57  Gardner  W.  Allen,  Our  Nary  and  the  Barbary  Corsairs, 
(Houghton,  Mifflin  and  Company,  1905),  p.  73. 

58  Letter  to  Captain  Bainbridge  from  Commodore  Dale, 
Knox,  Barbary  IFar*,  I,  515. 

59  Journal  Essex,  Knox,  Barbary  Wars,  I,  534,  536. 
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when  he  was  passing  the  Zebec®®  around  9  P.M.  on  3 
August.  They  reinforced  their  demand  by  firing  seven 
times  which  forced  Captain  Bainbridge  to  stop.  They 
knew  it  was  his  barge  as  the  Essex  lay  just  beyond  them, 
and  they  hailed  it  in  English.  After  much  abusive  lan¬ 
guage  Captain  Bainbridge  was  allowed  to  depart  without 
doing  any  more  than  identifying  himself  by  answering 
their  questions  from  his  barge.  Captain  Bainbridge  was 
furious  and  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Captain 
General  of  the  Province  of  Catalonia  demanding  an 
apology.  lie  also  wrote  to  our  Consul,  Colonel  Hum¬ 
phreys,  complaining  of  the  actions  of  the  Spaniards  which 
he  regarded  as  a  national  insult.®^ 

This  action  was  followed  the  next  night  by  a  similar 
insult  to  First  Lieutenant  Stephen  Decatur.  Decatur 
informed  the  officer  who  stopped  him  that  he  would  see 
him  the  next  day  to  account  for  his  conduct,  and  returned 
in  a  rage  to  the  Essex.  He  took  the  action  as  a  personal 
offense,  and  the  next  day  he  went  on  board  the  Spanish 
ship  for  an  apology.  The  officer,  who  had  insulted  him, 
was  not  there  so  he  left  a  letter  of  denunciation  and  went 
ashore  to  find  him.  The  Captain  General  promised  to 
have  the  officers  of  the  Zebec  reprimanded  and  apologized, 
so  the  issue  died  down  without  further  incident.®^  Luckily 
Decatur  failed  to  find  his  man.  The  result  of  the  incident 
was  an  order  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  commanders 
of  the  seaport  towns  to  treat  all  officers  of  the  United 
States  with  courtesy  and  respect,  and  especially  those  of 
the  Essex.  It  is  to  Captain  Bainbridge’s  credit  that  he 
was  firm  in  standing  up  for  his  country’s  honor  and  thus 
obtaining  respect.  The  incident  also  illustrates  the  spirit¬ 
ed  character  of  Decatur,  w'ho  was  destined  to  do  such  not¬ 
able  service. 

Having  obtained  ballast,  fresh  water,  and  the  necessary 

60  A  Mediterranean  vessel,  with  long  overhanging  bow  and 
stern  and  usually  three-masted. 

61  Copies  of  the  letters.  General  H.  A.  S.  Dearborn,  The 
Life  of  William  Bainbridge,  Esq.  written  1816,  (Princeton,  1931), 
pp.  42-47. 

62  Alexander  S.  MacKenzie,  The  Life  of  Stephen  Decatur, 
(Boston,  1846),  pp.  51,  52. 
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supplies  Captain  Bainbridfj^e  sailed  from  Barcelona  on  10 
August  with  a  convoy  of  sixteen  American  ships  and  one 
Swedish  ship.  lie  proceeded  along  the  coast  picking  up 
four  American  ships,  one  Swedish,  and  one  Danish  ship 
at  Salon  on  13  August;  two  American  ships  at  Alicant, 
and  six  Swedish  vessels  at  Tarviessa.  lie  stopped  at 
^lalaga  where  there  were  no  American  ships  ready  to  sail. 
The  routine  of  convoy  work  and  gun  drills  was  broken 
on  4  Amrust  when  shots  were  fired  at  a  fieeing  cutter 
which  had  attempted  to  cut  out  one  of  the  merchant  ships 
from  the  convoy.®®  It  was  broken  again  on  10  August 
when  the  Essex  engaged  a  Xebeck.®^  The  Xebeck,  with 
lateen®®  sails,  bore  down  on  the  fieet,  and  the  Essex  im¬ 
mediately  gave  chase.  Several  shots  were  fired  to  bring 
the  Xebcck  to,  but  she  failed  to  stop  and  passed  the 
Essex’s  bow  with  red  colors  flying.  Captain  Bainbridge, 
seeing  the  crew  wore  turbans  and  the  Xebeck’s  failing  to 
stop  when  two  guns  were  fired  ahead  of  her,  naturally 
thought  she  was  a  Tripolitan  cruiser.  The  wind  was 
dying  down,  and  being  afraid  of  a  calm  he  fired  into  her. 
The  fire  cut  away  the  Xebeck’s  rigging  and  sails,  wounded 
one  man  mortally,  and  obliged  her  to  strike  her  colors. 
Unfortunately  the  vessel  proved  to  be  Moorish  and  be¬ 
longed  to  Tangiers.®®  She  had  disobeyed  the  martial  law 
of  the  seas  by  not  stopping  so  Captain  Bainbridge  is  not 
to  be  criticized.  Also,  if  the  Essex  had  not  been  present 
she  might  have  hoisted  the  Tripolitan  flag  and  made  some 
captures  under  false  colors. 

From  the  Journal  of  the  Essex  it  is  learned  that  she 
escorted  a  convoy  of  a  total  of  twenty-six  American  ves¬ 
sels  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  After  leaving  the 
convoy,  she  returned  to  Gibraltar  on  31  August,  where 
Captain  Bainbridjre  hoped  to  find  the  Philadelphia,  but 
she  had  left.®"  The  two  Tripolitan  cruisers,  that  the 
Philadelphia  had  been  guarding,  had  been  dismasted. 

63  Journal  of  the  Essex,  Knox,  Rarbary  Wars,  I,  554,  547, 
548. 

64  Same  as  Zebec. 

65  A  triancrular  sail,  extended  by  a  long  yard,  slung  to  the 
mast,  which  is  usually  low. 
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Their  crews  had  gone  over  to  the  Morocco  shore,  and  the 
Admiral  had  taken  passage  to  Malta  on  an  English  ship.®® 
Thus,  by  blockade  one  source  of  danger  to  our  commerce 
had  been  eliminated. 

The  Essex  subsequently  made  another  cruise  up  the 
Mediterranean  along  the  southern  coast,  touching  at  Al¬ 
giers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli.  At  Tripoli  on  24  September 
she  and  the  President  were  fired  on  by  gun  boats,  but 
managed  to  get  off  shore  and  away.®®  No  damage  was 
done  to  either  party  as  the  range  was  too  great.  Nothing 
was  to  be  gained  by  staying  at  Tripoli  so  the  Essex  crossed 
to  the  European  shore  and  returned  with  a  convoy  of 
homeward  bound  American  ships  to  Gibraltar. 

At  Gibraltar  on  6  November  1801,  a  court  martial, 
which  illustrates  the  legal  form  for  keeping  discipline, 
was  held  aboard  the  Essex  by  order  of  Commodore  Dale 
to  try  ^lidshipman  Tripp  for  stabbing  a  sailor,  who  was 
a  deserter,  while  in  the  act  of  apprehending  him  in  Gibral¬ 
tar.  Tripp  was  unanimously  acquitted  by  the  court.  The 
next  man  brought  before  the  court  was  Sargent  Rogers  of 
the  Philadelphia  who  was  tried  for  resisting  Mr.  Cooper, 
^Master’s  !Mate,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  He  was 
found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks. 
In  addition  the  poor  fellow  received  fifty  lashes  on  his 
bare  back  with  the  cat  of  nine  tails. ’^®  Hard  physical 
punishment  was  still  a  method  of  keeping  order  in  the 
young  American  Navy. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1801,  Commodore  Dale 
returned  to  the  United  States  with  the  President  and  the 
Enterprise.  The  Essex  was  left  at  Gibraltar  to  Avatch  the 
Tripolitan  cruisers  which  had  been  dismasted  and  to 
guard  the  Straits  for  American  ships.  On  25  May  1802, 
Commodore  Richard  IMorris  arrived  at  Gibraltar  with  a 
stronger  squadron  consisting  of  the  Constellation,  Chesa¬ 
peake,  Adams,  New  York,  and  John  Adams."^^  The  Essex, 
being  in  great  need  of  repairs,  w’as  sent  home  on  17  June, 
and  after  an  easy  voyage  with  the  exception  of  one  storm 
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she  arrived  at  Xew  York  on  23  July.  Captain  Bainbridge 
received  orders  to  proceed  immediately  with  the  ship  to 
Washington.  When  the  crew  learned  of  this  from  the 
newspapers  they  sent  a  letter  to  the  Captain  stating  their 
determination  not  to  proceed  to  Washington  as  they 
wanted  immediate  discharge.  Captain  Bainbridge  acted 
promptly  and  energetically.  He  informed  the  crew  of 
his  intention  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Jfavy,  and  after  mustering  the  officers  and  marines  he 
examined  the  crew  individually.  He  gave  each  man  the 
choice  of  doing  their  duty  or  being  put  in  irons.  Eighteen 
men  refused  to  obey  orders  and  were  confined.’^-  The 
start  of  a  mutiny  was  put  down,  without  any  bloodshed, 
due  to  the  prompt  manner  that  was  used.  The  Essex 
sailed  to  Washington  and  arrived  there  the  first  part  of 
August  1802.'^^  She  was  then  dismasted  and  placed  in 
ordinary  at  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac.  Thus 
the  second  foreign  voyage  of  the  Essex  was  ended,  and  she 
was  retired  temporarilv  from  the  service. 

The  war  went  on,  but  w’as  not  being  prosecuted  very 
vigorously  by  the  Jeffersonian  party.  Then  news  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  !^[arch  of  1804  of  the  loss  of  the  Philadelphia 
due  to  grounding  off  Tripoli  on  1  I^ovember  1803.  Im¬ 
mediately  it  was  decided  to  put  the  Essex,  President,  Con¬ 
stellation  and  the  Congress  back  into  the  service.”^^  Cap¬ 
tain  James  Barron  was  assigned  on  11  April,  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Yavy,  to  take  charge  of  and  outfit  the  Essexd^ 
A  squadron  consisting  of  the  Congress,  President,  Con¬ 
stellation  and  the  Essex  under  the  command  of  Commo¬ 
dore  William  Barron  was  assembled  and  sailed  from 
Hampton  Eoads  on  4  July  for  Gibraltar  which  they 
reached  on  12  August.  Commodore  Preble,  whom  Com¬ 
modore  Barron  was  to  relieve,  had  made  four  devastating 
attacks  on  the  land  and  water  defenses  of  Tripoli  during 
July  and  August,  1804.  The  Barbary  Coast  being  a  lee 
shore  during  the  winter  months  made  attacks  practically 
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impossible  due  to  the  danger  of  grounding.  Even  an 
effective  blockade  was  bard  to  maintain,  so  all  Commo¬ 
dore  Barron  did  after  taking  over  the  squadron  was  to 
parade  off  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  for  three  weeks  during 
September  before  retiring  to  winter  quarters  at  Malta. 
The  British  allowed  us  to  use  both  Malta  and  Gibraltar 
as  bases  of  operation  during  the  Barbary  Wars. 

The  Essex  after  arriving  at  Gibraltar  was  detached 
from  the  squadron  and  sent  with  the  Congress  on  15 
August  to  Tangiers  whose  Emperor  was  fitting  out  his 
cruisers  again.  The  appearance  of  the  two  frigates  had 
the  desired  effect  of  stopping  the  Emperor  from  taking 
any  rash  actions.  After  two  weeks  at  Algiers  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Gibraltar  where  Captain  Barron  was  left  with 
the  Essex  with  orders  to  watch  Morroco.'^®  Captain  Bar¬ 
ron,  having  been  relieved  in  October  by  the  Siren,  spent 
the  winter  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean  during  which 
time  the  Essex  stopped  at  Syracuse,  Malta,  Venice,  and 
Trieste.  She  arrived  back  at  Malta  again  on  2  ^lay 
ISOo."^^ 

Peace  negotiations  started  with  Tripoli  in  an  informal 
way  during  the  winter  of  1804-1805.  Due  to  the  prevail¬ 
ing  winds  which  made  inshore  operations  impossible, 
the  Pasha  was  safe  from  attack  until  winter  was  over.  As 
spring  approached  with  the  danger  of  renewed  attacks 
and  as  a  result  of  Commodore  Preble’s  attacks  the  previ¬ 
ous  summer  he  made  it  known  to  Colonel  Lear,  who  was 
responsible  for  negotiations  for  the  United  States,  that 
he  was  ready  to  treat  for  peace.  Colonel  Lear,  who  was 
at  Malta,  received  the  first  word  about  peace  in  December 
from  the  Spanish  Consul  at  Tripoli.  After  further  nego¬ 
tiations  through  the  same  intermediary  Colonel  Lear 
sailed  on  24  May  aboard  the  Essex  for  Tripoli.  A  letter 
was  also  carried  on  this  voyage  from  Commodore  Barron 
which  turned  his  command  over  to  Captain  John  Rodgers 
at  Tripoli.  Captain  Rodgers  was  given  his  letter  on  25 
!^[ay  when  the  Essex  appeared  off  Tripoli.  He  then  went 
aboard  the  Essex,  and  she  stood  in  toward  town,  flying  a 
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white  fla"  which  was  answered  by  the  same  sipjnal  from 
the  Pasha’s  castle.  The  Spanish  counsul  then  came  out 
in  a  boat  with  terms  which  were  unacceptable  to  Colonel 
Lear.  Bad  weather  interrupted  the  negotiations  until 
29  May  when  they  were  resumed  aboard  the  Constitution. 
The  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  on  10  June  1805,  aboard 
the  Constitution.  This  was  the  first  time  since  the  Bar¬ 
bary  powers  had  become  powerful  sev’eral  centuries  be¬ 
fore  that  one  was  forced  to  seek  peace  and  sign  a  treaty 
aboard  an  enemy  ship.  The  treaty  required  no  future 
tribute,  but  did  involve  a  ransom  of  $60,000  for  the  re¬ 
lease  of  the  prisoners  captured  aboard  the  Philadelphia. 
Also,  our  forces  under  General  Eaton  were  to  withdraw 
from  the  town  of  Derne  which  had  been  captured  in  a 
land  and  sea  attack  the  end  of  April  1805.^® 

After  the  arrival  of  our  naval  forces  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  our  commerce  greatly  expanded  and  continued  to 
grow  after  peace  until  the  embargo  of  1807.  Our  naval 
force  was  still  needed  for  a  while  to  keep  the  peace,  but  it 
was  gradually  withdrawn.  The  Essex  left  for  home  in  June 
1806,  and  arrived  at  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac 
on  27  July  1806,  with  Captain  Rodgers  aboard.^®  From 
the  time  peace  was  concluded  until  the  Essex  sailed  for 
home  she  had  cruised  around  the  Mediterranean.®® 

78  Letter  to  the  Seeretary  of  State  from  Colonel  Tobias 
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80  A  brief  resume  of  her  movements  and  Captains  from 
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29  August  1805,  Captain  Cox  received  command  from  Cap¬ 
tain  Barron. 

11  .Tune  sailed  to  Syracuse. 

Sailed  13  June. 

Arrived  Tunis  Bay  19  June. 

Sailed  22  June. 

Arrived  Sj  racuse  26  June. 

(To  be  continued) 
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Formerly  in  the  Middle  Precinct  of  Sal^m, 
Later  Known  as  the  South  Parish  of  Danvers 


By  Bessie  Raymond  Buxton 


After  the  witchcraft  delusion  had  passed  and  people 
realized  that  their  relatives  and  friends  had  been  unjustly 
persecuted,  tortured  and  hanged,  resentment  naturally  fol¬ 
lowed.  Can  we  realize  today,  that  the  wife  of  a  member 
of  this  church  was  whipped  for  absence  from  the  services 
of  the  First  Church  in  Salem?  She  was  Ann  Potter,  the 
young  wife  of  Anthony  Keedham,  who  built  the  Keed- 
ham  house,  still  standing,  at  the  corner  of  Lowell  Street 
and  the  Xewburyport  Turnpike.  This  was  before  there 
was  any  church  here,  and  Anthony  Keedham  and  his 
wife  went  to  the  First  Church,  in  Town  House  Square, 
Salem,  a  long  journey,  more  than  five  miles  through  the 
forests.  Finally,  Mrs.  Needham  refused  to  attend  the 
First  Church,  and  attended  the  Quaker  meetings  a  few 
times.  She  was  fined  three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  for 
absence  from  church  services.  Refusing  to  pay  this  fine, 
she  was  ordered  whipped,  twelve  stripes.  Thomas  Roots, 
the  constable,  whipped  her  and  was  paid  tw’O  shillings  six 
pence  for  this  service.  Although  Mrs.  Needham  was 
accused  of  being  a  Quaker,  the  South  Church  records  con¬ 
tain  her  name  and  the  location  of  her  seat  in  the  church. 

Then  followed  the  witchcraft  delusion  in  1692,  and 
John  Proctor,  George  Jacobs  and  Martha  Corey,  all  Mid¬ 
dle  Parish  residents,  were  hanged  as  witches.  Sara,  wife 
of  Robert  Pease,  of  Gap  Lane  (62  Central  Street)  was 
jailed,  but  not  hanged.  Giles  Corey  suffered  the  more 
dreadful  “peine  forte  et  dure,”  being  pressed  to  death 
under  great  rocks,  because  he  refused  to  plead  against  the 
indictment  in  court.  Rev.  Nicholas  Noyes,  Teacher  of 
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the  First  Church  in  Salem,  was  most  vindictive  in  perse¬ 
cuting  these  innocent  people,  even  excommunicating  them 
just  before  they  were  executed. 

The  people  of  the  ^Middle  Parish  of  Salem  (now  Pea¬ 
body)  stated  in  their  petition  “that  we  dwell  remote  from 
the  meeting  house  which  we  ourselves  in  the  winter  time 
and  in  bad  weather,  with  much  difficulty  and  hardship, 
do  attend  the  public  worship  of  God,  and  to  our  great 
grief  and  sorrow  our  children  and  family  are  forced  to 
stay  at  home  the  great  part  of  the  Year.”  (Mass.  Archives, 
Vol.  II,  leaf  337.)  And  when,  after  making  the  long 
hard  journey  to  the  First  Church  in  Salem,  they  must 
listen  to  sermons  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Xoyes,  who  had  been  so 
vindictive  in  persecuting  their  friends  and  neighbors  as 
witches,  their  resentment  increased.  To  have  a  church 
of  their  own,  nearer  their  homes,  and  a  different  minister, 
seemed  most  desirable,  and  there  was  much  discussion 
about  it.  A  group  of  these  people  met  to  attempt  the 
establishment  of  religious  services  among  themselves,  and 
called  their  association  “The  Church  of  Christ  in  Salem 
Middle  Precinct.”  On  May  9th,  iTOo,  they  voted  to  call 
George  Corwin  to  be  their  minister.  A  vote  was  taken 
of  the  people  living  in  that  territory  to  confirm  this  action, 
but  it  failed. 

In  February  1709/10,  the  selectmen  of  Salem  were 
petitioned  to  set  off  as  a  new  precinct,  that  part  of  the 
town  outside  the  Town  Bridge,  and  below  the  line  of  Salem 
Village  (now  Danvers  Highlands).  The  Town  Bridge  was 
built  at  the  modern  junction  of  Goodhue,  Bridge  and  Bos¬ 
ton  Streets,  Salem,  where  an  arm  of  the  sea,  wide  enough 
for  boats,  crossed  the  road.  (This  section,  in  the  1800’s 
was  known  as  Blubber  Hollow,  because  of  the  use  of 
whale’s  blubber  in  the  nearby  tanneries.)  The  boundaries 
of  the  proposed  precinct  were  given  in  this  petition  for  a 
special  town  meeting  on  March  6,  1709/10.  “Viz;  on  a 
streight  line  from  ye  towne  bridge  to  ye  Spring  Pond 
where  ye  brook  runs  out  and  soe  along  ye  northern  shore 
of  said  Pond  to  Lyn  line,  and  then  northward  on  Lyn 
line  to  ye  Village  Line,  and  then  eastward  on  ye  Village 
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Line  to  Frostfish  River  [Porters  River,  Danvers]  and 
then  as  ye  Saltwater  Leads  to  ye  Towne  bridge  first  named 
(Excepting  only  James  Symonds,  John  Symonds,  John 
Xorton  and  Xath.  Whittimore)  viz:  for  granting  unto 
ye  inhabitants  Dwelling  within  ye  limits  above  men¬ 
tioned  [the  men  excepted  lived  in  what  is  now  Xorth 
Salem]  to  be  free  from  paying  Rates  to  ye  Minister  with¬ 
in  ye  bridge  [the  First  Church]  Provided  they  do  at  their 
own  Cost  and  Charge  build  a  Meeting-house  for  ,ye  Pub- 
lick  Worship  of  God  among  them  and  sustaine  an  Ortho¬ 
dox  Minister  to  preach  in  ye  same.”  These  boundaries 
are  very  nearly  those  of  present-day  Peabody. 

The  meeting  of  March  6th  was  called  of  “those  that 
live  w’ithout  or  below  ye  Village  line  that  are  Duely 
Qualified  according  to  law  for  voteing.”  This  excluded 
the  voters  of  Salem  Village  (Danvers  Highlands)  and 
the  result  was  that  the  petitioners  were  in  the  minority, 
and  the  meeting  dissolved  without  action  “because  all  the 
persons  precluded  by  the  Petitioners  had  not  signed  the 
petition.”  This  was  merely  a  pretext  seized  upon  by  the 
majority  to  prevent  further  action,  and  a  very  decided 
opposition  to  the  separation  of  the  new  precinct  was  de¬ 
veloped  at  this  meeting.  After  this  rebuff  in  the  town 
meeting,  the  petitioners  changed  their  plans,  and  addressed 
the  General  Court,  praying  to  be  set  off  as  a  separate  pre¬ 
cinct,  and  asked  of  the  town  of  Salem  only  a  lot  of  land 
on  which  to  build  their  meeting-house.  As  the  next  town 
meeting  was  to  be  held  on  March  20th,  they  induced  the 
selectmen  to  insert  an  article  in  the  warrant  authorizing 
the  grant  of  a  lot  of  land  conditionally  on  the  precinct’s 
being  established,  there  being  at  that  time  no  petition  or 
proceeding  on  foot  before  either  the  town  or  the  General 
Court  other  than  the  one  which  had  just  been  refused  a 
hearing.  Capt.  Samuel  Gardner,  of  the  ^Eiddle  Precinct, 
was  a  representative  that  year  to  the  General  Court,  with 
Capt.  Jonathan  Putnam,  and  probably  he  felt  more  con¬ 
fident  of  success  in  the  General  Court  than  in  the  town 
meeting.  The  list  of  petitioners  as  given  by  Hanson  in  his 
“History  of  Danvers”  is : 
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List  of  Petitioners  For  a  Lot  of  Land  on  Which 
TO  Erect  a  Meeting  House,  in  the  South  Parish, 
March  1709/10, 


Samuel  Marble 
John  Xurse 
Abraham  Pierce 
James  Houlton 
Samuel  Cutler 
Ebenezer  Cutler 
Samuel  King 
Samuel  Stone 
James  Gould 
William  King 
Stephen  Small 
Ezekiel  Marsh 
Benjamin  Very 
Ezekiel  Goldthwaite 
Kath’l  Waters 
John  Jacobs 
Richard  Waters 
Samuel  Cook 
David  Foster 
Xathaniel  Felton 
John  Waters 
Israel  Shaw 
Jacob  Read 
John  Trask 
Xathaniel  Tompkins 
William  Osborne,  Jr. 
John  Walden 


Anthony  Keedham 
John  Marsh 
Benjamin  Marsh 
Samuel  Stacy  Senr. 
Samuel  Stacy 
William  Osborne 
John  Burton 
Benjamin  Proctor 
Elias  Trask 
John  Giles 
John  Gardner 
George  Jacobs 
John  Felton 
Robert  Wilson 
Eben.  Foster 
Skelton  Felton 
Jonathan  King 
Henry  Cook 
Joseph  Douty 
Thorndike  Proctor 
Samuel  Goldthwaite 
Samuel  Goldthwaite  Jr. 
John  King 
John  King,  Jr, 

Samuel  Endicott 
Xath’l  Felton 


The  article  in  the  Warrant  issued  March  8,  1709/10  is: 
“To  answer  the  petition  of  severall  of  ye  Inhabitants  of 
this  Towne,  that  live  without  ye  bridge  and  below  ye 
Village  line.  To  grant  them  a  Quarter  of  an  acre  of  land 
to  set  a  Meeting-house  upon  Kigh  Sam’l  Goldthrit’s  jun. 
between  that  and  ye  Widow  Parnell’s  [present  site  of 
Klemm  bakery]  in  Case  ye  Town  or  General  Court  See 
Cause  to  Set  them  off.”  The  inhabitants  of  the  village 
parish  (Danvers  Highlands)  were  in  sympathy  with  the 
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promoters  of  the  new  precinct,  and  the  petitioners  secured 
a  majority  at  the  general  town  meeting.  A  motion  to 
proceed  to  the  vote  for  granting  one  fourth  of  an  acre 
to  the  petitioners  prevailed,  and  it  was  then  voted  that 
the  land  asked  for  be  granted.  A  protest  was  immediate¬ 
ly  drawn  up  and  signed  by  several  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  the  “Body  of  the  Town,”  and  was  entered  on 
the  records.  The  grounds  of  the  protest  were  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  new  precinct  “have  never  been  sett  of, 
nor  any  Precinct  or  District  for  a  Parish  Prescribed  by 
the  Towne,  and  although  this  matter  of  theire  petition 
was  now  urged  and  moved  as  preposterous  and  irregular, 
&  that  therefore  ye  Towne  might  have  time  to  Consider 
of  it  till  another  Towne  meeting.  Wee  therefore  doe  here¬ 
by  dissent  from  and  Protest  against  the  Said  Precipitate 
and  Irregular  vote  or  act  therein  for  ye  reasons  following, 
viz 

1.  Because  two  of  the  Selectmen  that  ordered  the  In¬ 
serting  this  matter  in  the  warrant  were  Livers  without 
the  Bridge  &  one  of  them  a  Petitioner  in  said  Petition, 
and  both  Subscribers  for  the  there  Intended  meeting  house. 

2.  Because  two  More  of  the  Selectmen  that  were  of 
the  Tillage  Parish  were  absent  from  their  Bretheren 
when  the  said  Petition  was  ordered  in  the  warrant. 

3.  Because  the  Three  Selectmen  that  are  Livers  with¬ 
in  the  Bridge,  &  some  Quakers,  and  chiefly  those  also  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Village  Parish  whome  we  humbly  conceive 
ware  not  propper  voters  in  this  matter.  We  therefore  pray 
this,  our  Protest,  may  be  Entred  with  ye  said  vote 
Records.”  Benjamin  Lynde,  Jonathan  Corwin,  William 
Gedney  and  Francis  Willoughby  were  among  the  signers 
of  this  protest. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Xoyes  of  the  First  Church  was  also 
opposed.  Rev.  Joseph  Green,  successor  to  Rev.  Samuel 
Parris  of  the  Salem  Village  Church,  writes  in  his  Diary: 
“March  8,  1710 — I  went  to  Salem  lecture.  I  had  much 
discourse  with  !Mr.  Xoyes.  He  told  me  the  design  of 
building  a  new  meeting  House  and  settling  a  minister 
without  the  Town  Bridge  was  a  wicked  design,  and  had 
a  wicked  tendency.” 
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The  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  was  May  31, 
1709/10,  and  the  petition  for  the  new  precinct  having 
been  presented,  the  General  Court,  upon  reading  it,  issued 
an  order  of  notice  directing  the  petitioners  to  notify  the 
town  of  Salem,  by  sending  a  copy  of  the  petition  to  the 
Selectmen,  to  appear  and  show  reason  on  the  16th  of 
June,  why  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  not  be 
granted.  On  June  8th,  the  selectmen  called  a  meeting 
of  freeholders  below  the  village  line,  for  the  12th.  At 
this  meeting,  which  was  merely  to  give  an  opportunity 
to  the  remonstrants  to  appear  against  the  petitioners,  “at 
the  motion  of  the  moderator  and  Severall  other  gentle¬ 
men  the  Petitioners  Liveing  without  the  Bridge  Drew  of 
before  voting.”  It  was  “voated  that  the  Town  will  Choose 
a  Committe  or  agents  to  Shew  Reason  why  the  Prayers 
of  the  Petitioners  our  Neighbors  without  the  Bridge 
should  not  be  Granted.” 

A  committee,  Maj.  Samiiel  Browne,  Benjamin  Lynde 
and  elosiah  Wolcott,  was  chosen  to  show  reason  in  the 
town’s  behalf  against  the  petition.  Their  arguments  were 
filed  in  writing,  and  show  warm  feeling.  The  Salem 
committee  said  to  the  General  Court  “Wee  Cannott  Butt 
think  that  Thatt  Honorable  Court  will  never  want  Busi¬ 
ness  and  Trouble  If  such  Hasty  and  forward  Petitioners 
be  encouraged  and  have  their  Desires.”  They  also  de¬ 
clare  that  “There  was  no  such  design  until  our  Church 
had  Chosen  Mr.  George  Corwin  for  an  assistant  in  the 
ministry  to  our  Rev’d  Mr.  Xoyes,  which  not  being  pleas¬ 
ing  to  One,  or  Two  of  the  Chief  of  ye  Petitioners  has 
occasioned  this  new  undertaking,  and  a  great  unhappiness 
in  the  Town.”  It  was  also  objected  that  the  separation 
would  take  from  the  body  of  the  town,  in  parish  matters, 
throe  fourths  of  all  improved  lands,  and  it  would  with¬ 
draw  80  or  90  families  from  the  First  Church,  thus  les¬ 
sening  its  income. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  the  General  Court  referred  the 
whole  matter  to  the  next  session,  and  appointed  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  repair  to  Salem,  and  upon  a  full  hearing  of  the 
petitioners,  and  the  selectmen,  and  others  in  behalf  of 
the  town,  after  viewing  the  place  proposed  for  the  new 
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building,  “offer  tbeir  opinion  of  the  most  convenient  place 
for  a  new  congregation.  Making  report  upon  the  whole  to 
this  Court  at  their  next  session.”  Tuesday,  Sept.  12th, 
was  set  for  the  hearing  before  the  committee  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  in  Salem.  The  selectmen,  desiring  to  make 
the  visit  of  the  committee  a  pleasant  one,  at  their  meeting 
on  September  9th,  “ordered  that  John  Pratt  bee  spoken 
to  make  Sutable  Entertainment  for  ye  Comitte  apointed 
by  ye  General  Court  to  come  to  Salem,  refering  to  ye 
precinct  petition  for  without  ye  Bridge  &  that  the  Towne 
will  defray  ye  Charge  thereof.”^ 

The  meeting  was  probably  held  in  the  Town  House, 
which  was  situated  in  the  middle  of  Washington  Street 
(formerly  called  School  Street)  facing  Essex  Street  over 
the  eastern  end  of  the  tunnel.  At  the  meeting,  new  papers 
were  filed  by  the  parties:  the  petitioners  rejoined  to  the 
arguments  of  the  respondents,  pointing  out  that  the  new 
parish  would  take  only  about  one  fourth  of  the  families 
of  the  First  Parish,  and  because  of  the  small  means  of 
those  who  lived  by  farming,  compared  to  the  merchants 
and  tradesmen  of  the  town,  it  would  take  away  but  “little 
more  than  a  fifth  part  of  ye  proportion  rated  to  the  min¬ 
ister.”  The  full  discussion  has  not  been  preserved,  but 
it  doubtless  was  a  lively  session,  for  these  were  people 
used  to  disagreements,  and  determined  to  win. 

The  members  of  the  committee  were  taken  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  site  of  the  new  meetinghouse,  and  entertained  by 
the  town  with  great  liberality:  for  John  Pratt’s  bill  “for 
Entertainment  of  ye  Committee  &  ye  Company  that 
attended  and  accompanied  them  for  Two  dinners,  ex¬ 
penses,  etc.”  amounted  to  £4-7s-6d,  a  very  considerable 
sum  for  a  junket  in  those  days.  It  was  approved  the  fol¬ 
lowing  January  without  comment,  as  far  as  the  records 
show. 

On  !N’oveml)er  1st,  1710,  the  legislative  committee  sub¬ 
mitted  a  report,  dated  October  31st,  in  favor  of  setting 
off  the  new  precinct.  The  report  was  read  in  the  council 
and  left  upon  the  board.  The  next  day  the  report  was 

1  For  account  of  the  Middle  Precinct,  see  Perley,  “History 
of  Salem,”  vol.  3,  p.  388. 
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again  read  and  debated.  On  N’ovember  3rd,  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  “Whether  the  Council  will  now  vote  the  said  report” 
there  was  a  tie.  It  was  not  until  November  10th  that  the 
report  was  finally  accepted.  The  committee  recommended 
that  “The  said  precinct  do  begin  at  the  great  Cove  in  the 
Xorth  Field  so  to  run  directly  to  Trask’s  Grist  Mill, 
[near  present-day  Grove  Street]  taking  in  the  Mill 
to  the  new  Precinct;  from  thence  on  a  Straight  Line 
to  the  Milestone  on  the  Road  to  Salem  Meeting-house 
[this  milestone  marked  “1707”  stood  at  the  foot  of  the 
Big  Tree,  a  large  Elm  in  the  center  of  Boston  street, 
near  the  corner  of  Hanson  Street]  and  So  along  the  Road 
to  Lyn  by  Lindsay’s:  and  then  along  the  Line  between 
Salem  and  Lyn  Northward,  till  it  comes  to  Salem  Village 
Line  &  along  by  that  line  to  Frost  Fish  River  &  then  by 
the  Salt  Water  to  the  great  Cove  first  mentioned ;  and  that 
the  Meeting-house  be  erected  on  that  Piece  of  land  near 
Gardner’s  Brook,  already  granted  by  the  Towne  for  that 
End.” 

The  report  signed  by  Penn  Townsend  for  the  commit¬ 
tee,  was  read  and  accepted  by  both  houses,  k  consented  to 
by  Governor  Dudley  the  same  day,  November  10,  1710. 
Though  the  committee,  in  this  report,  speak  of  “that  Piece 
of  land  near  Gardner’s  Brook,  already  granted  by  the 
Towne  for  that  End”  the  grant  had  not  yet  been  located, 
for  its  terms  were  conditional.  On  December  28th,  a 
formal  vote  was  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen, 
ordering  “that  Capt.  Jonathan  Putnam,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Putnam  and  Mr.  John  Pickering  or  any  two  of  them  be  a 
committee  to  lay  out  the  quarter  of  an  acre  &  make  return 
thereof.”  It  was  a  shrewd  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
petitioners  to  obtain  the  conditional  grant  in  advance,  and 
then  locate  it  by  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  of 
the  General  Court  before  the  layers-out  had  been 
appointed.  The  fact  that  the  land  had  already  been 
granted  probably  had  some  weight  with  the  committee. 

At  first,  towns  assumed  to  own  all  the  lands  within  their 
limits  not  specifically  granted.  Grants  were  made  by  the 
colonial  authority,  or  by  towns  through  the  agency  of 
seven  men,  or  selectmen,  according  to  the  standing  of  the 
grantees,  or  services  rendered. 
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It  was  voted  to  “Petition  ye  Towne  for  ten  Ackers  of 
Land  or  as  much  as  ye  Town  sees  meat  to  be  Laid  out  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Sam’ll  Ston’s  and  Sam’ll  Goldthrits  for  ye  use 
of  ye  Ministry  for  this  Precinct  and  to  apply  to  ye  Select¬ 
men  for  ye  Inserting  ye  same  in  ye  Warent  for  that  end.” 
(This  location  was  between  Foster  and  Washington 
Streets,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street.)  This  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  ^linister’s  lot,  caused  the  other  parishes  to  ask 
for  lots  also,  and  on  March  24,  1711/12,  the  town  was 
asked  to  grant  ten  acres  to  each  of  the  outlying  precincts 
and  20  acres  to  the  First  Parish.  The  voters  refused  to 
do  this,  but  voted  to  grant  half  an  acre  to  the  New 
Chapell  lately  erected  for  the  use  of  the  minister.  This 
was  soon  after  Mr.  Prescott  was  called  to  the  Middle  Par¬ 
ish.  This  half  acre  grant  was  not  laid  out  for  several 
years.  In  1715,  the  selectmen  of  Salem  were  asked  to  lay 
it  out,  and  it  w’as  done  that  year.  It  included  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  the  LTniversalist  Church  building  (IMain  Street) 
extending  towards  the  Square.  Part  of  this  land  was 
afterwards  conveyed  to  Rev.  Mr.  Holt,  the  second  minis¬ 
ter,  and  the  remainder  continued  in  the  possession  of  the 
ministry  until  1818,  when  it  was  sold  to  Matthew  Hooper 
for  $1500.00. 

The  town  of  Salem  refused  to  grant  more  land  to  the 
various  precincts;  but  when,  in  1714,  there  was  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  Common  Rights,  five  acres  were  granted  to  the 
Commoners  of  each  of  the  four  churches.  These  were 
located  on  the  left  of  the  old  Boston  road  (Boston  street) 
going  towards  Poole’s  Bridge  (corner  of  ^lain  and  How- 
ley  streets)  between  the  Glasshouse  Field  (comer  of 
Aborn  and  Ord  streets)  and  the  Sheep  Pasture  (Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery).  The  church  lots  lay  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Sutton  street,  parallel  to  the  Boston  Road.  This 
land  also  was  sold  in  1845  for  $600.00  and  the  proceeds 
of  all  the  ministry  lands  of  the  Middle  Precinct  forms  a 
fund  which  has  at  times  been  invested  in  a  parsonage, 
and  at  other  times  kept  at  interest.  No  time  was  lost  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ^Middle  Precinct  after  the  land 
grant  on  November  10th,  for  the  first  entry  in  the  Church 
Records  begins : 
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x\t  a  general  meeting  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  ye  Middle  Pre¬ 
cinct  of  Salem  this  28th  of  Nouember  1710 — 

Voted — Capt.  Sam’l  Gardner  Chosen  Moderator 
Voted — Jno.  Gardner  Chosen  Clark 

Voted — That  there  be  a  Conuenient  meeting  hous  Bult  for 
ye  Publick  Worship  of  God:  with  all  Conuenient  speed 
in  this  middle  Precinct  and  that  it  be  erected  on  ye  peace 
of  Ground  granted  by  the  Town  for  that  end. 

Voted — Chosen  a  Committee  for  them  or  ye  major  part  of 
them  to  agree  with  sutable  persons  to  build  the  afor- 
said  meetinghous:  and  that  thay  shall  haue  power  to 
Call  ye  Inhabitants  together  as  accation  shall  Same: 
Viz:  Capt.  Sam’ll  Gardner  Mr.  Jno.  Trask:  Sen’r:  Mr. 
James:  Holton — Mr.  Sam’ll  Cutler:  Mr.  ,Tno  Nurse  Mr. 
Sam’ll  Stone  Mr.  Jon’a  Mash  Mr.  Jn’o  Feltton  Mr. 
Will’m  King  Mr.  Thorndick  Procter  ]ilr.  Abell  Gardner 
Mr.  Abr’a  Pearse.  Mr.  Jn’o  Wators 

The  site  chosen  for  the  new  meeting  house  is  that  now 
occupied  by  the  South  Congregational  Church  in  Peabody. 
The  original  grant  of  a  quarter  of  an  acre  was  in  some  way 
increased  to  an  acre.  Work  w^as  at  once  begun  as  shown, 
by  the  second  entry  in  the  Church  Records: 

Nouember  j’e  30:  At  a  meeting  of  3’e  aforesaid  Commity: 
and  Agreed  that  ye  bulding  be :  48  feat  Long  and  35  feat  wid 
and  24  feat  stud  so  as  to  haue  two  Galaris. 

Agread:  That  Mr.  Sam’ll  Cutler  Mr.  Robert  Willson,  Mr. 
Jno.  Waters  Be  Undertakers  for  ye  workmanship  of  ye 
Hous  and  are  to  haue  2s  9d.  per  Day:  for  so  many  days 
as  thay  work  from  this  present  time  till  ye  10  day  of 
March  next  and  then  3s  per  day  so  long  as  ye  Commity 
sees  Good. 

Agreed:  That  other  Carpenders  haue  2s  6d.-  per  day  for  so 
many  days  as  thay  work :  and  men  that  work  with  A 
Narro  Ax  to  haue  2s.  per  Day 

The  following  “Janawary  ye  15  Da}' — 1710/11 — At  a 
Meeting  of  ye  Commity  thay  being  all  present  except  Able 
Gardner  &  Jno.  Waters — Agreed :  That  their  be  a  Janarall 
Meeting  Warned  to  be  on  3’e  23  da}'  of  this  Enstant  month 
at  ten  of  3'e  klock  in  3’e  fore  nune  at  3’e  Hous  of  Mr.  James 
2  Colonial  Shilling,  16%c. 


HISTORY  OF  the  SOUTH  CHURCH,  PEABODY 


51 


Holton®  to  Consider  about  Petetion  ye  Town  for  a  peas  of 
Land  for  ye  ministry;  and  allso  to  Consider  about  other 
nesesery  thing  for  ye  Carring  on  of  ye  work  of  Building  ye 
Meeting  Hous.”  And  a  week  later — “At  a  Gen’ll  Meeting 
of  ye  Inhabitants  of  ye  Middle  Precinct  of  Salem  this  23 
day  of  Janawary  1710:  Voted:  Jno.  Gardner  as  a  Tresuer 
to  Reseue  ye  Subscriptions  and  to  Pay  as  there  shall  be 
accation  for  ye  Carrying  on  of  ye  Work  of  Building  Voted : 
That  ye  Subscriptions  be  paid  in  at  three  pajmients  A  theird 
each  pament  ye  furst  to  be  paid  by  ye  first  of  March  1710 
Ye  next  to  be  paid  by  ye  furst  of  June  next — ye  theird  to 
be  paid  By  ye  first  of  Xouember  following.  After  meeting 
ye  Gratie  Commity  meet  and  agreed  that  ye  meeting  hous  to 
be  bult  should  be  fifty  one  fut  Long  and  theirty  ayte  fut 
broad.” 

On  “March  ye  8,  1710/11  A  meeting  of  ye  Commity. 
Agreed:  that  ye  Carpenders  imply  such  men  as  they  think 
sutable  for  framing:  Agreed  that  ye  Lower  part  of  ye  Galaris 
Gurts  be  ayt  fut  and  half  from  ye  flower  all  round  Agreed: 
that  ye  frunt  Galleri  gurt  be  so  far  forward  as  to  make  6 
seats  and  ye  end  Galleri  Gurts  be  so  far  forword  as  to  make 
5  seats.  Agreed :  that  from  ye  sid  whear  ye  Pulput  is  to  ye 
doer  or  alley  be  18  fut  and  half  and  that  ye  A  Beams  be 
soported  with  Eyern  bars  Got  and  maid  ready  and  sutible  at 
ye  works.” 

Sums  of  Money  rec’d  of  Several  Persons  Toward  the 
Building  the  New  Meeting  House. 


23-11-1710 

£  s  d 

24-11-1710 

of  James  Houlton 

5 

of  Jno  Holton  Sr. 

5-  4-  6 

1-1711 

of  Abra.  Pearce 

4-19-12 

2-12 

of  Wm.  King 

2- 

19-12 

of  Sam  Golethite  J 

1-  9-  6 

26-12 

of  dau’d  Ffoster 

2- 

27-12 

of  Jno  Xurse 

4- 

27-12 

of  Jos.  doutey 

1- 

6-1 

of  Xath  Holton  J 

2- 

9-1 

of  Jno.  King  J 

1-  5 

3  This 

house,  50  Prospect  street. 

was  later  the  home 

Thorndike 

Proctor.  It  descended  to 

his  son  .Jonathan, 

grandson  Jonathan  and  his  great-grandson  Thorndike  Proctor. 
It  was  burned  in  1816.  A  new  house,  the  present  brick  struc¬ 
ture,  was  built,  and  became  the  home  of  his  nephew,  Benjamin 
T.  Earle,  and  later  of  his  son,  Thorndike  Proctor  Earle. 
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16-1 

of  Wid.  Cutler 

0-  7 

18-2-1711 

of  Jno  Trask  S 

5- 

7-3 

of  Sam’ll  Gardner 

17- 

1-4 

of  Jno  Jacobs 

1- 

5-4 

of  Ez.  Marsh 

2-  5- 

5-4 

of  \Vm.  King 

1-10 

6-5 

of  Nath,  felton  S 

2- 

18-5 

Eec’d  a  gift 

-15- 

1-6 

of  Sholton  Holton 

1- 

8-6 

of  Jos.  Flint 

1- 

22-6 

A  gift  of  Mr.  Green 

-10- 

7-7 

of  Abel  Gardner 

5- 

11-7 

of  Thorndike  procter 

1-15 

17-7 

of  Rich’d  waters 

2- 

1-8 

of  Jno.  Trask  J 

3 

24-11 

of  Thorndik  procter 

6-11 

1-12 

of  Sani’ll  Endicot 

1-  6 

19-12 

of  Nath  Felton  Senr. 

2-  6 

19-12 

of  Sam  Marble 

5-07-00 

21-12 

of  Sam  Holton 

2-03-09 

27-12 

of  Benja.  procter 

3-09-00 

27-12 

of  Jonth.  Nurse 

1-05-00 

27-12 

of  Benja.  Nurse 

13-01-13 

8-1 

of  Sam  Stone  Senr. 

4-06-00 

10-1 

of  S  Cook,  Cooper 

1-10-02-10 

24-1 

of  Benjamin  Very 

4-16-03-05-03 

3-3 

of  St.  Small  S 

2-07-00 

29-3 

of  Jacob  Read 

2-19-00 

5-4 

of  St.  Smal  S 

2-03-00 

5-4 

of  Wm.  Osburn  S 

1-03-05 

3-5 

of  Jno.  Trask  S 

5-06-10 

18-5 

of  Jno.  Holton  S 

3-05-00 

31-5 

of  Baud.  Ffoster 

-10-01-05 

5-6 

A  gift  of  Mr.  Green 

—  10-01-10 

22-6 

of  N.  Holton  Junr. 

2-03-00 

22-6 

of  Jnth.  felton 

1-01-10 

8-7 

of  Jno.  Trask  Junr. 

2-07-00 

11-7 

of  Jnth.  Mash 

1-02-15 

21-7 

of  Jno.  Trask  Junr 

2-04-01 

124-04 

3 


127-04 

114-12 


012-11 
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1-8-1711 — Keckned  with  ye  Comitty  Concerning  the  money 
Reseued  of  Seueral  persons  towards  bulding  the  meeting 
hous  and  their  is  yet  in  my  hands  ye  Sum  of  twelue  pounds — 
A  leauen  shilins  and  un  pens  which  is  the  balans  of  this 
account. 

1-8-1711 


12-8 

of  Jno.  Nurs  2-lOs. 

of  Mr.  Kitchin  3  5-10-00 

15-8  1711 

of  Ezecel  Marsh  J  15-8.  of  James 
Holton  3-1 

4-  ? 

15-8 

of  Benj.  Nurs  J  30.8.  of  Benj.  Very  2- 

3-  0 

8-9 

of  Abram.  Pers  4-14-  4-14- 

30-9 

of  Richard  Waters  1-  1- 

5.14 

30-10 

of  Sam’ll  Marvel  2-00.30-10.  of 

Jno.  Felton,  S.  1- 

3-00 

3-11 

of  Jacob  Read  3-00  28-11. 

of  Jonerthn  Nurs  1-4 

4-04 

28-11 

of  Jno.  Nurs,  10  s.  and  of  Benj.  Nurs  5  s. 

0.15 

9-12 

of  Jno.  Felton,  Junr.  l-18s.l9-ll. 

of  Mr.  Danil.  Epes,  10s 

11-18 

23-12 

of  George  Jacobs,  3- 

4  day  of  ye  furst  munth  1712 
of  Sam’ll  Felton  1-14 

4.14 

23-1 

of  Abel  Gardner  4- 

17-2  of  Sam’ll  Trask  1- 

5-00 

18-3 

of  Thorndick  Procter  l-15s. 

2-4,  of  Wd.  Green  10s. 

2-05 

7-4 

of  Sam’ll  Goldthrith,  Junr.  2s. 

18-8  of  Richard  Waters  1 

1-02 

4-3-1713 

of  Nath.  Felton  s.  2 

4-3  of  Benj.  Procter  5-lOs. 

7-10 

26-7 

of  Mrs.  Endicoth  5 

5-00 

Acc’t  of  Money  Paid  Towards  Building 
The  Meeting  House. 

10-8-1711 

pd  for  5  lb  lath  nails  18d  pd  ye  turner  3s  0  04  6 

Bought  2  lb  and  40  foot  of  Bord  fl-2s  Payed 

mr  Cutler  7s  1  09  0 

pd  ye  Glasour  £2  Pyd  ye  Journers  £4  Bought  3m 

of  Lath  5-7  7  07  0 

Bou’t  tickin  and  Silk  for  ye  Coshen  4s  5d.  pd  Jos 
Pope  £3  10s  for  Saw 


3  14  5 
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Pd  for  2^  of  Pin  Bord  10s.  Oct  23  Pay’d  to 
mr.  Cutler  £2  3s 

Pd  to  Rob’t  Willson  £2  Pd  to  Jno  Waters  £2 
pd  ye  Glasor  £1  Bought  i  Deck  nales  2s  6d.  B’t 
2  lb  bord  nales 

pd  for  our  Glas  Is  lOd  pd  for  bolts  eand  eyrns  5s 
pd  to  Nuel  for  windo  frames  £1  10s. 

Pd  mr  Rogers  os 
5-10-1711 

pd  i  of  lb  Deck  nales  2s  6d.  pd  for  a  quir  of 
paper  Is  3d  pd  ye  sumonses  £5 
pd  ye  Glasor  £2.  Pd  Rob.  Bufom  for  eyrons 
for  ye  bel  7s 

pd  nuel  for  windo  frames  5s.  pd  for  ^  Cord  of 
woruot  wood  for  Lime 


P-2-1712 

pd  ye  Glasor  £2  15s  ye  hoi  of  what  was  due. 
pd  for  ye  vaine  £4 

pd  to  Sam’ll  King  £2.  Pd.  to  mr  Curtis  £2  10s. 

Pd  for  l^m  of  Bord  3  15s 

pd  for  ye  Eyorns  for  ye  pulput  7s6d  17s  to  Simons 
P-12-1713 

pd  to  mr  Simons  2s.  pd  to  mr  Curtis  £2  10s 
pd  for  one  lb  of  decknales  5s  for  hinges  and 
lath  nales  6s 

pd  for  Paper  and  Lath  nales  7-10. 

pd  to  Mr.  Cutler  £1  10s 
P-7-1713 

Paid  to  Mr.  Simonss  £5  for  ye  hole  that  was  due 
Paid  for  A  latch  3s  Paid  Capt.  Sam’ll  Gardiner 
11s  6d  when  Chosin  to  Go  to  boston  when  we 
war  Rated  to  ye  Mines  in  ye  Town 
Paid  .James  phillips  for  Expences  at  Haling  the 
timber  &  help 

Pd  Mrs.  Racket  for  bread  15s. 
pd  Wm.  porter  for  timber  8s, 

Pd  for  4^  thousand  Clabords 
Pd  for  15  thousand  Shingle  £10  15s 
for  help  &  drinck  3s  3d 
pd  for  the  frait  of  5  m  planck  at  18/ 
pd  for  the  frait  of  7im  boards  at  9/ 
pd  for  a  hand  to  help  Raft  &  load 
the  planck  &  boards 


2  13  0 

4  00  0 

104  0 
0  06  10 

1  15  0 

5  03  9 

2  07  0 

06  0 
0  12  0 

6  15  0 

7  15  0 
104  0 

2  12  0 

011  0 

1  17  10 

5  00  0 

0  14  6 

02  02  6 

0103  0 
13  16  9 

10  18  3 
04  10  0 
03  07  6 

00  07  0 
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pd  Dau’d  Ffoster  towards  the  planck  &  boards 
pd  for  fitting  the  gon  block  18d 
pd  for  making  a  ladder  3s 
pd  for  1  lb  20d  nails  20d  &  for  paper  18  d 
pd  for  Syder  bread  &  Cheese  when  the  planck 
was  unloaden 

pd  Jno  Tarbal  Senr  for  Sawing 
pd  Mr  Kitchin  for  2m  bord  nails 
12s  &  Im  Claboard  nails  6s6d 
pd  to  Mr.  Nath  felton  senr  to  buy  nails 
pd  Sam’ll  Cutler  for  Sawing 
pd  more  to  Dau’d  Ffoster  toward  the 
planch  &  Boards 
pd  for  5  hogsheads  of  lime  22/ 
pd  for  5  lb  deck  nails  at  4s  &  3m 
Clabord  nails  6s  6d 
pd  for  3m  Clabord  nails  6/16  & 
l^m  lath  nails  3s  3d 

pd  for  Im  board  nails  Is  3d  &  for  Im  large 
board  nails  13s  6d 

pd  more  to  Jno  Tarbal  Sen’r  for  Sawing 

pd  for  2  lb  deck  nails  os  &  pd  for  A  new  book  7s 

pd  mr  flints  for  Im  pitch  pine  boards 

pd  for  turning  6  pillars  at  5s 

pd  for  6  lb  lath  &  A  doar  Lock 

pd  for  150  foot  glass  with  the  Charge 

to  i  cord  walnot  wood  5s 

pd  N.  N?  for  5  days  work  15s 
pd  for  Im  large  board  nails  13s  6d 
3m  Clabord  nails  6s  6d 

pd  for  5  lb  Clabord  nails  3s  3d  &  Im  lath  nails  3s 


40  00  0 

00  04  6 
00  03  2 

00  02  0 
01-10-  3 

0110  6 
0100  0 
01  10  0 

09  10  0 
05  10  0 

01  19  6 

0104  4 

01  19  6 
00  09  8 
00  17  0 
02  00  0 
01  10  0 
00  09  0 
04  13  0 

01  00  0 

01  13  0 
00  06  3 


11412  5 

Work  on  the  building  went  on  steadily  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  June  6  the  Rev.  Joseph  Green,  minister  of  Salem 
Village  Church  (Danvers  Highlands)  noted  in  his  diary: 
“I  ivent  to  ye  raising  at  Capt.  Gardner’s  new  meeting 
house.”  (Capt.  Samuel  Gardner’s  house  was  on  the  north¬ 
erly  corner  of  Central  and  Elm  Streets.)  House  raisings 
were  usually  festive  affairs,  but  either  this  was  a  very 
decorous  one  or  the  festivities  were  paid  for  by  individuals, 
for  the  only  item  of  refreshments  appearing  in  the  parish 
accounts  at  that  time  is  the  very  modest  entry  ‘‘pd.  for 


! 
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Syder,  Bread  &  Cheese  when  the  planck  was  unloaden, 
2‘s.” 

Among  the  items  of  the  ‘‘Acc’t  of  money  paid  towards 
building  the  Meeting  House”  we  find,  in  1711 — “pd.  Rob. 
Bufom  for  eyrons  for  ye  bel,  7s.”  “Paid  3  pound  had 
of  Mr.  Rich  for  ye  bell”  and  in  1712  “pd  for  ye  vaine, 
4  pounds.”  The  bell  was  hung  in  a  small  belfry  in  the 
center  of  the  house,  and  was  the  cause  of  much  discussion 
and  some  expense.  In  the  church  warrant  of  1723  appears 
a  clause  “to  Consider  of  some  way  to  gett  up  to  the  Belfry 
withinside  of  ye  meeting  house,  In  Case  any  Disaster 
should  happen  to  the  Rope  or  Bell.”  This  was  repeated 
in  the  warrant  each  year  but  apparently  nothing  was  done. 
In  March,  1726,  it  was  “Voted  that  their  Shall  be  a  way 
up  to  the  Bell  withinside  of  the  meeting  House  Voted  that 
it  shall  be  left  with  the  Committee  or  assessors  to  agree 
with  some  person  to  make  the  way  up  to  the  Bell  or  Doe 
it  in  the  best  or  most  Convenient  way  or  method  that 
the  sd.  Committee  shall  think  Fitt  and  Also  it  is  left  with 
the  above  sd.  Committee  to  Raise  the  money  to  pay  for  the 
way  up  to  the  Bell,  In  what  way  or  manner  the  above  sd. 
Committee  shall  think  most  suitable  and  Convenient.” 
But  it  was  not  until  Dec.  1737  that  the  entry  of  “10/  for 
building  Stairs  up  to  ye  Bell”  shows  that  the  work  was 
finally  done. 

Glass,  in  those  days,  was  scarce  and  costly,  so  there  were 
few  windows  in  the  meeting  house.  This  made  the  in¬ 
terior  dark,  and  there  were  complaints  from  the  pew- 
holders.  In  May,  1712,  it  was  “Voted  that  they  which 
haue  no  windos  in  their  Fuse  have  Leafe  to  Cut  sum  out 
Prouided  they  maintain  them  at  their  one  charge.”  In 
1726  “Voted  that  Daniel  Marble  shall  have  leave  to  cut 
an  Window  out  of  the  side  of  the  meeting  house  against 
his  pew,  he  the  sd.  Marble  maintaining  the  same  from 
time  to  time.”  And  occasionally  action  was  taken  “to 
consider  of  some  way  to  pay  for  ye  Glass  or  Windows 
broken.”  Or  “Agred  with  Capt.  Samuel  gardner  to  get 
the  glas  mended  and  fastned  the  window  In  the  gallery.” 
In  1723,  it  was  “Voted  That  the  present  Comittey  should 
see  to  the  mending  the  winders  which  is  Broken  and  do 
it.” 
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DEED  OF  LAND  FROM  REV.  BENJAMIN  PRESCOTT  TO  JOHN  OSBORN 


With  signatures  of  the  pastor  and  his  wife,  1738 


♦ 


f 


vr 


HISTORY  OF  the  SOUTH  CHURCH,  PEABODY  57 

The  meetin"  house  was  finished  in  the  fall,  and  on 
October  5,  1711,  “Legally  warned.  Voted:  That  we  will 
set  Apart  A  day  for  fasting  and  prayer  and  Humbly  wat 
on  God  therin  for  his  gracious  presence  and  Gidence  in 
all  our  affairs  and  perticularly  in  ye  Calling  of  A  min¬ 
ister.  That  God  would  direct  in  that  waighty  Cosearn  to 
such  a  Person  as  may  be  a  blessing  to  ye  place.  Voted: 
That  Capt.  Sam’ll  Gardner,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Trask,  Jun’r, 
Mr.  Jno.  Xurs,  !Mr.  Holton,  Ar  Chosen  A  Commitv  for 
ye  Granting  of  Piews  and  ye  seating  of  ye  meetinshous 
and  what  they  or  ye  majr  Part  of  them  shall  Doe  or  act 
therein  at  A  Meeting  of  ye  above  said  Commity  whear  all 
whear  notified  theirof :  Shall  be  to  all  int.  and  Purposes 
firm  and  binding.”  This  meeting  was  attended  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Green  who  notes  in  his  diary —  “I  went  to  ye  fast 
at  Capt.  Gardner’s  new  Meeting  house.  Mr.  Chever  be¬ 
gan.  I  preached  from  10th  Neh.  23  v.  Mr,  Blower 
preached  from  3rd  of  Psalms.  My  father  [in-law]  Ger- 
rish  gave  ye  blessing.”  The  following  month,  on  “Xouem- 
ber  ye  16  day  1711,  Legally  warned  Whereas  through  ye 
Good  Prouidence  of  God  ye  Inhabitants  of  this  Precinct 
haue  bult  a  meetinghous  for  ye  publick  worship  of  God 
amongst  themselus  which  is  ney  finished — wherefor  in 
order  to  obtain  an  othradox  minister  to  be  settled  amongst 
us — Voted  that  Capt.  Sam’ll  Gardner,  Mr.  Sam’ll  Stone, 
Mr.  Sam’ll  Marbel,  Mr.  James  Holton  and  ^Ir.  Dauid 
forster  ar  Chosen  a  Commity  thay  or  majr.  part  of  them 
to  inquier  after  and  Consider  of  A  Sutable  person  or  per¬ 
sons  for  that  seruis  and  to  inuite  sd.  to  preach  to  us  as 
thay  in  their  discression  shall  think  meet.  And  thos  per¬ 
sons  that  so  preach  to  us  shal  be  paid  for  their  pains  as 
ye  said  Commity  Can  Agree  with  them:  and  that  their 
by  A  Contribution  euery  Saboth  day  for  that  end,  and 
if  that  shall  fall  short  then  to  be  maid  up  by  a  rate  on 
ye  Inhabitants  and  this  to  Continu  till  further  order,  in 
ye  Afermitiue.  Voted.”  On  IN’ovember  25,  1711,  Rev. 
Joseph  Green  writes  in  his  diary:  “This  was  the  first 
Sabbath  that  ye  people  met  in  ye  Meeting  House  by  Col. 
Gardner’s.  Mr.  Whiteing  preached.” 
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On  February  17,  1711/12,  the  Inhabitants  were  sum¬ 
moned  “for  je  Chusin"  of  a  Minister  to  be  settled  amongst 
us.”  Three  candidates  had  been  heard — the  Rev.  John 
Barnard,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1709,  Mr. 
Sutchelif  (probably  Rev.  Wm.  Shurtleff)  and  Mr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Prescott. 

Mr.  Prescott  was  born  in  Concord,  Massachusetts,  the 
son  of  Capt.  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Hoar)  Prescott, 
September  16,  1687  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1709.  When  he  preached  in  the  ^Middle  Pre¬ 
cinct  he  was  betrothed  to  Elizabeth  Higginson  and  brought 
her  here  as  his  bride.  She  died  in  1723  leaving  five  chil¬ 
dren.  In  1732  he  married  Mercy  Gibbs,  who  died  in 
1744  leaving  one  son.  His  third  wife  was  Mary  (Pep- 
perell),  widow  of  John  Frost,  and  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Col- 
man,  and  sister  of  Sir  William  Pepperell,  who  in  1750, 
built  them  the  house  at  72  Central  Street. 

The  church  agreed  “That  if  ^Ir.  Prescott  Cums  and 
settles  with  us  we  will  pay  yearly  to  him  ye  sum  of  80 
Pounds  in  Province  Bills,  or  in  silver  money  as  it  passes 
from  man  to  man.  So  long  as  he  continues  to  be  our 
minister.” 

On  March  4,  1711/12,  a  general  meeting  of  the  parish 
was  held  to  choose  a  minister.  Only  the  qualified  male 
voters  of  the  precinct  were  allowed  to  vote,  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  lieing  the  same  as  for  voting  in  town  affairs/  but 
those  who  could  not  attend  were  allowed  to  vote  by  proxy. 
The  names  of  the  three  candidates  were  presented  and 
the  clerk  writes  in  the  Church  Record  “The  person  chosen 
to  be  our  Minister  is  Mr.  Benjamin  Prescott.” 

At  last,  the  church  was  finished,  the  minister  chosen 
and  it  seemed  as  if  the  long  and  bitter  contest  for  separa¬ 
tion  from  the  First  Parish  of  Salem  was  over.  But  it  was 
too  soon  to  expect  peace. 

As  soon  as  the  meeting  house  was  completed,  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  old  custom  of  “seating  the  meet¬ 
ing  house.”  The  seats  were  assigned,  first,  according  to 

4  Only  a  Freeman  might  vote  or  hold  office,  and  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Congregational  Church  was  necessary  before  a  man 
might  become  a  Freeman. 
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age,  then  office,  and  last,  taxes.  After  the  aged  were 
seated,  then  came  the  Captain,  the  Lieutenant,  the  Ensign 
and  the  Corporal.  Thus  the  records  speak  of  Captain 
Samuel  Gardner 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Putnam 
Ensign  Cornelius  Tarbell 
Corporal  Samuel  Twist 
Deacon  Malachi  Felton 
Daniel  Eppes,  Esquire. 

Families  were  separated,  the  men  on  one  side,  the  women 
on  the  other,  rough  benches  serving  as  seats  in  the  body 
of  the  house. 

“At  a  meeting  of  ye  Committe  appointed  for  seating  ye 
meeting  hous.  Ye  8  day — 12,  1713:  That  Jno.  Waters 
shall  haue  ye  Pew  to  ye  westward  of  I7ath’l  Feltons  Pew 
for  his  wife  and  family  and  that  said  Waters  is  seated  in 
ye  front  for  seat  in  ye  Galary  and  that  James  Gold  is 
seated  in  ye  long  seat  below  whare  Jacob  Read  seats  and 
that  Jacob  Read  is  seated  in  ye  Short  far  seat  whare  Sam’ll 
King  is  seated.  And  that  Jacob  Reads  wif  is  seated  with 
Sam’ll  Kings  wife.”  The  complete  record  of  the  first 
seating  was  not  entered  in  the  Church  Record  Book  until 
somewhat  later: 


“A  Kecord  of  the  Pews.”  Deep 

At  ye  Est  end  of  ye  Pulpet  ye  Ministry  Pew  5  11 
Ye  Next  Widdo  and  Samuel  Endicut  Pew  5  11 

Ye  Next  John  Trask  Junr.  Pew  5  11 

Ye  Next  Samuel  Cutler  at  ye  East  end 

in  ye  Cor’r.  6  1 

Ye  Next  Capt.  Samuel  Gardner  &  Jno. 

Gardner  in  one  6  1 

Ye  Next  Abell  Gardner  between  ye  Dore 

&  ye  Stairs  5  3 

Ye  Next  Benj’n  Verry  at  South  Side  next 

East  Stairs  5  8 

Ye  Next  Thorndick  Procter  5  8 

Ye  Next  John  Trask  Sen’r  5  8 

Ye  Next  Mr.  Daniel  Epps — 

Next  ye  South  Dore  5  8 

Ye  Next  Samuel  Stone  Sen’r  at  ye  W’st 

side  of  ye  South  Dore  5  8 


Wide 

5  0 
5  0 
5  1 

7  8 

9  2 

5  li 
5  n 

5 

5  4i 
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Ye  Next  John  Felton  Sen’r  5  8 

Ye  Next  Nathaniel  Felton  Sen’r  5  8 

Ye  Next  Benj.  Porter.  Between  ve  West 

Dore  &  Stairs  5  4 

Ye  Next  James  Houlton.  Ye  Nort  sid  ye 

West  Dore  5  8 

Ye  Next  John  Nurse  5  8 

Ye  Next  Benj.  Procter  at  ye  N’th 

Side  in  ye  Corner  5  11 

Ye  Next  Samuel  Marble  5  11 

Ye  Next  Eobbort  Willson  Sen’r. 

next  ye  Pulp’t  Stairs  5  11 


5  H 

5  li 

6  2 

5  8 
5  6 

7  7 
5  1 


5  5 


A  Eecoed  OF  Ye  Fukst  Seating  of  Ye  Meetinghous. 

In  ye  three  short  seats  before  ye  Pulput  are  seated — 

In  ye  first  seat — Sam’ll  Gardner,  Jno.  Trask  Sen’r,  Sam’ll 
Stone  Sn’r — Jam’s  Holton 

In  ye  second — Jno.  Felton  Sen’r,  Jno.  Nurse,  Sam’ll  Gold- 
thrit  Sen’r.  Wm.  Orsborn,  Dauid  Forster  Sen’r. 

In  ye  Third — Thomas  Bufenton,  Sam’ll  Frayl,  Jno.  Forster 
Sen’r,  Sam’ll  Forster,  George  Jacobs. 

In  ye  West  Body  of  Seats  are  seated;  in  ye  furst — Jno. 
Wators,  Benj.  Very  Sam’ll  King,  Ezek.  Goldthrit,  Capt. 
Sam’ll  Gardners  Farm. 

In  ye  Second — Wm.  Shaw,  Kob’t  Molton,  Ant’y  Needham, 
Jno.  Pudney,  Peter  Twist,  Sr. 

In  ye  Third — Jon’er  King,  Israel  Shaw,  Peter  Twist,  Jun’r, 
Jno.  Southwick,  Ebenezer  Felton. 

In  ye  Body  of  Long  seats  belo  are  seated — 

In  ye  First  Seat — Steauen  Small,  Nat.  Felton  Jun’r,  Wm. 
King,  Eben’z  Cutler  Joner’th  Marsh,  Ezech.  Marsh, 
Jac’b  Read,  Jno.  Procter,  Josp’h  Flint. 

In  ye  Second — Jno.  Slapp,  Josep’h  Boys,  Jno.  Molton,  Ant’y 
Needham  Jun’r  Isuk  Tolit,  Tho’ms  Gold. 

In  ye  Third — Jno.  Burton,  Jno.  Harwood,  Dau’d  Harwood, 
Jno.  Pudney,  Jun’r,  Tho’mas  Green,  Jno.  Bacon,  Dau’d 
Boys,  Free  Marush,  Jno.  Very. 


In  Ye  East  Body  of  Ye  Woman ’s  Seat  Belo 

In  ye  Fust  seat,  Abra’m  Perce  His  Wife,  Jno.  Wators  His 
Wife,  Ezek.  Gold’rt  His  W.  Sam’ll  King  his  W. 

In  ye  Second :  Thomas  Bufenton  his  Wife.  Widdo  Flint. 
Sam’ll  Frail  his  Wife  Josep’h  Dowty  his  W.  Joseph 
Gold  his  W. 
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In  ye  Theird :  Joner’n  King  His  Wife,  Isral  Shaw  his  W. 
Pet’  Twest  his  W,  Jno.  Southrick  his  W.  Eben’z  Fel¬ 
ton  his  W, 

In  ye  Theird:  Will’m  Shaw  his  Wife  Kob’rt  Molton  his 
Wife,  Widdo  Dagit,  Peter  Twist  his  Wife, 

In  ye  Body  of  long  womens  seats  belo — In  ye  furst  seat — 

Mis’t  Buxton,  Sam’ll  Goldthrit  Sen’r,  his  wj’fe,  Widdo  Cook, 
Dauid  Foster  his  W.  Steu’n  Small  His  W.  Sam’ll  Gard¬ 
ner  his  farm,  Nath’l  Felton  His  W.  Jno.  Procter  His 
W-,  Ebenez’r  Cutler  his  W.  Jacob  Bead  his  W-. 

In  ye  second  seat:  Widdo  King-  W’d  Very-  W’d  Wators- 
W’d  Shaflin-  Jno.  Forster  his  W-  Sam’ll  Foster  his  W- 
Jno.  Robonson  His  Wife. 

In  ye  Theird :  Jno.  Molton  His  Wife-  An’t  Nedham  his  W- 
Tho’m  Gold  his  W-  W’d  Losey-  Wd  Very  W’d  Read-  W’d 
French-  Thomas  Mackindere  his  W-. 

In  ye  Frunt  Body  of  seats  in  ye  Gallary :  In  ye  Furst  seats : — 

Will’m  King  His  wife-  Jon’er  Marsh  his  Wife-  Eze’l  Mars 
His  W-  Will’m  Orsburn  his  W-  Sam’ll  Goldthrit  Jun’r 
His  W-. 

In  ye  Second:  Josep’h  Horn  His  Plaice-  Jacob  Manin  His 
P :  Will’m  Gidney  His  P.  Rober’t  Ston.  His  P :  Maj : 
Brow  His  P : 

In  ye  Body  of  Women  seats  in  ye  Gallary:  Atte  3’e  East  end- 
In  ye  furst  seats  Jon’er  Harwood  his  wife-  Sam’ll  Cook 
His  w-  Sam’ll  Cook  Ju’nr  his  W :  Jno.  King  his  W- 
Richard  Wators  his  W-  Sam’ll  Felton  His  W-  Jam’s 
Goold  his  W-  Will  Curtis  His  W-  Daniel  Macin’t  his 
W-  Na’th  Tomkims  His  W-  Na’t  Wators  his  W-  Josep’h 
Flint  His  W-  Jno.  Jacobs  His  W-. 

In  ye  second :  Abel  Gardner  Ilis  Farm  Plas.  Tom’s  Kead- 
ham  His  W-  Eben’z  Forster  His  W-  John  Marsh  His 
W-  Eben’z  Molton  His  W-  Beniamin  Pope  his  Wife 

In  ye  Frunt  Body  of  mens  seats  in  ye  Gallery:  In  ye  firs  Seat- 
Jonerthon  Harwood:  Sam’ll  Goldth’t:  Sam’ll  Cook: 
Sam’ll  Cook  Juner:  Will’m  Orsburn:  Henry  Cook:  John 
King  Richard  Wators-  James  Goold  Sam’ll  Felton 
William  Curtis 

In  ye  second:  Josep’h  Horns  Plase:  Jacob  Mannin  his  Plase- 
Wi’ll  Gedney  His  P-  Robert  Ston  His  P-  Maj.  Brow 
His  P-  Abel  Gardner  H.  P.  Thomas  Macentier. 

In  ye  West  Body  of  mens  seats  in  ye  Gallery:  Dani’l  Mac- 
intier-  Kat’h  Wators  Jno.  Jacobs-  Joner’n  Xurs.  Joseph 
Dowty-  John  Tarbol-  Joseph  Goold-  Na’th  Tomkins, 
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Benj:  Nurs-  Sam’ll  Stone  Ju’n-  Skelton  Felton-  Kob- 
bort  Stone-  Sam’ll  Perse. 

In  ye  second:  Thom’s  Needham-  Eben’z  Forster-  Jno.  Marsh- 
Eben’z  Molton:  George  Flint-  Benj.  Pope-  Robbort 
Willson-  Isuck  Willson-  Jno.  Felton-  Sam’ll  Pudney- 
Joner’n  Felton 

In  the  second  Short  Seat  before  the  puput  Is  Seated  Steauen 
Small 

In  the  third:  Eben’z  Cutler-  John  Slapp-  Petor  Twest- 
Robard  molton- 

lu  the  body  of  the  long  Seats  belo-  In  the  fore  seat  is  Seated- 
Anthony  needham-  Danol  Mackentiah 

Thomas  needham  In  the  front  galery  Thomas  mackentiah- 
Jonathan  Pudne 

In  the  fore  seat  of  the  west  end  of  the  mens  galerj-^ —  Samuel 
Pudne-  georg  Flent 

In  the  second  seat  belo  at  the  west  End- 

Danel  Mackentiah’s  wdfe  Is  seated  In  the  front  long  Seat 
belo-  wimons  seat  antony  needhams  wife  In  the  Short 
front  below- 

Samuel  pudne  and  georg  flints  wifes  are  Seated  in  the 
Second  Short  seat  belo  at  the  Est  End. 

For  Accouxt  of  Moxy  Layed  Out  Upon  and  Foe  Ye 
Meetinghouse  and  Ye  Proprietors  Disbursements 


When  Rated  By  Ye  Town. 

Paid  Mr.  Pall  Dudley  2  00  0 

Paid  Mr.  Adington  0  15  6 

Paid  Capt.  Price  for  Copies  0  2  9 

Paid  for  a  Latch  of  ye  Doer  0  4  3 

Paid  Wd.  Parnal  for  Sweaping  ye  meeting  house  0  10  0 

Paid  Mr.  Gues  for  mending  ye  Glas  0  16  0 

Paid  Mis’t  Willson  6  0  0 

Paid  Wd.  Parnal  &  Green  for  Sweap  meeting  house  0  10  0 

Paid  for  ?  of  bords  and  1^  lb  bord  nales  0  13  9 

Paid  Cooper  Cooke  for  Casing  ye  two  tempos! 

and  mending  up  ye  women  Seats  1  00  0 

Paid  3  pound  had  of  Mr  Rich  for  ye  bell  3  00  0 

Paid  Jno  Smith  for  mending  ye  Glas  &  fastning 

up  ye  windos  0  11  11 

Paid  Decon  Cutler  by  Mr.  Prescot  1  05  0 


The  officers  of  the  First  Parish  made  out  their  list  of 
rates  as  usual,  sending  them  to  those  who  had  formerly 
paid  rates,  quite  ignoring  the  new  church  in  the  Middle 
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Precinct  and  its  new  minister.  The  indignant  members 
of  the  Middle  Precinct  sent  a  committee  to  the  General 
Court  to  report  their  grievance,  and  ask  relief  against  the 
tax,  which  was  being  pressed  with  the  full  vigor  of  the 
law.  The  committee  was  chosen  October  13th,  1712,  and 
obtained  speedy  justice,  for  on  October  30th  the  General 
Court  “Resolved  and  declared  that  the  said  Precinct, 
being  set  off  by  the  order  of  this  Court,  &  having  worthily 
performed  their  engagement  in  erecting  a  convenient 
meeting-house  for  the  publick  worship  of  God  &  settled  a 
worthy  and  orthodox  ^linister  &  provided  an  honorable 
support  for  him,  They  are  not  further  chargeable  to  the 
support  of  the  Ministry  in  the  body  of  the  Town,  being 
no  longer  of  the  audience  there ;  and  the  assessment  made 
lately  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  for  the  Min¬ 
istry  in  the  body  of  the  Town  by  the  Selectmen  and 
Assessors  and  all  w’arrants  issued  for  the  collection  and 
distraining  for  the  same  be  &  are  superceded  and  made 
null  and  void.” 

This  stopped  the  collection  of  rates  for  the  First  Parish, 
but  Mr.  Noyes  of  the  First  Parish  was  still  unwilling  to 
dismiss  them  from  his  church.  On  June  10th,  1713,  Rev. 
eToseph  Green  writes  in  his  Diary:  “I  went  to  Salem  lec¬ 
ture.  Mr.  Noyes  very  stiff  against  dismissing  ye  new 
Parish.  June  24th.  I  went  to  Salem  Lecture  and  had 
some  warm  discourse  with  Mr.  Noves  about  ve  new  Par¬ 
ish.” 

Tradition  says  that  the  men  of  the  Middle  Parish  were 
so  discouraged  that  they  proi:)Osed  to  give  up  to  the  stub¬ 
born  Mr.  Noyes,  but  the  women  protested.  They  were 
determined  to  have  the  separation  and  dismissal  from  the 
First  Parish,  So  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Noyes,  signed  by  26  women  and  11  men.  This  was 
a  remarkable  action,  for  in  those  days,  women  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  keep  silence  in  the  churches — and  everywhere 
else! 

Salem,  April  24,  1713. 

To  the  Rev’d  Nicholas  Noyes,  Teacher  of  the  Church  in 
Salem,  [the  early  churches  had  two  ministers,  a  Teacher  and 
a  Preacher]  and  to  the  Church  of  Christ  there ;  Hon’d,  Rev’d. 
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and  Beloved :  WHEREAS  it  hath  pleased  our  gracious  God 
to  smile  upon  our  endeavors  for  the  erecting  of  an  house  for 
the  carrying  on  the  public  worship  of  God,  and  settling  a 
minister  amongst  us,  and  we  being  called  by  divine  provi¬ 
dence  (as  we  apprehend  )to  settle  a  particular  church  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Gospel,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Eev’d  Mr.  Benj. 
Prescot :  Our  humble  request  to  yourselves  is  that  you  will 
please  to  dismiss  us  and  our  children  with  your  approbation 
and  blessing,  to  be  a  church  of  ourselves,  and  until  we  are  so, 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Elders  and  messen¬ 
gers  of  the  churches  that  shall  assist  at  the  ordination  of  the 
Rev’d  Mr.  Prescot,  to  continue  members  of  the  Salem 
Church,  and  as  there  shall  be  occasion  to  assist  and  help 
us,  especially  by  your  prayers  unto  the  God  of  all  grace,  that 
in  so  great  affair  we  may  be  directed  and  assisted  to  proceed 
in  all  things  according  to  the  will  of  God,  unto  whom  be 
glory  in  the  church  by  Jesus  Christ,  throughout  all  ages, 
world  without  end. 

Your  unworthy  bretheren  and  sisters  living  within  the 


bounds  of  the  Middle  District 

in  Salem. 

Hanna  King 

Hanna  Foster 

Judah  Mackintire 

Abigail  French 

Elizabeth  Nurse 

Elizabeth  Gyles 

Sarah  Robinson 

Elizabeth  Goldthwaite 

Ales  Shafflin 

Hanna  Goldthwaite 

Hanna  Small 

Deborah  Good 

Hanna  Southwick 

Elizabeth  King 

Mary  Tompkins 

Samuel  Gardiner 

Elizabeth  Verry 

Sam’l  Goldthwait,  sen. 

Jemima  Verry 

Abraham  Pierce 

Sarah  Waters 

John  Foster 

Elizabeth  Waters 

John  Felton 

Susanna  Daniel 

David  Foster 

Martha  Adams 

Abel  Gardiner 

Elizabeth  Cook 

Samuel  Godlthwaite 

Sarah  Gardiner 

William  King 

Elizabeth  Gardiner 

Richard  Waters 

Isabel  Pease 

Robert  Pease 

Hanna  Felton 

(To  he  continued) 


DIAKY  OF  JONATHAN  LARCOM 
OF  BEVERLY,  MASSACHUSETTS 


This  diary  was  written  in  1817  while  he  was  toll  keeper 
at  the  Essex  Bridge  which  connects  Beverly  and  Salem. 
He  was  born  on  September  15,  1768,  at  Beverly,  and 
died  there  June  14,  1834.  (Copied  from  Beverly  Vital 
Records  and  Larcom  Bible.)  He  was  an  uncle  of  Lucy 
Larcom. 

The  original  diary,  in  good  condition,  is  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  Chester  Anderson  Brown  who  received  it  in  1942 
from  his  Aunt  Florence  Ives  Brown  of  Haverhill,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  This  diary  has  been  handed  down  in  the  Brown 
family  through  Nancy  Ives  (Perkins)  Brown  and  Mary 
Ann  (Larcom)  Perkins. 

The  family  line  is  as  follows: 


Mordecai^  Larcom 

Cornelius"  Larcom 
David^  Larcom 
Jonathan^  Larcom 
Jonathan®  Larcom 


Mary®  Ann 

(Larcom)  Perkins 
Nancy^  Ives 

(Perkins)  Brown 
Alberto® 

Clarence  Brown 
Chester® 

Anderson  Brown 


Elizabeth  (widow  of  Wm. 
Clarke)  Larcom 
Abigaile  (Baleh)  Larcom 
Lucy  (Downing)  Larcom 
Abigail  (Ober)  Larcom 
!Marv  (Chamberlain)  Larcom 
Anna  (Ober)  Larcom,  mother 
of  Mary  Ann 
Deacon  George  Perkins 

James  Brown 

Persis  Tenney  (Anderson) 
Brown 

Margaret  Louise  (Shorey) 
Brown 


Footnotes  have  been  contributed  by  Col.  Lawrence 
Waters  Jenkins. 
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December  21st,  1816.  This  day  is  cold  and  windy,  the 
night  following  very  cold  and  high  winds  .  .  .  the  harbor 
nearly  all  froze  over  at  midnight.  Mrs.  Adams^  died. 

22 — the  cold  moderates  and  becomes  very  mild  continues 
very  pleasant 

Dec.  9  Maryann®  taken  sick 
Dec.  23  Jonathan®  taken  sick 

January  1817.  1  Very  pleasant  day  light  S  Westerly 
winds. 

2  Pleasant  day  light  wind  N.W.  Cleopatre  Barge* 

1  Mary,  widow  of  John  Adams  of  Beverly  and  daughter  of 
Capt.  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Giles)  Ives;  born  June  2,  1775; 
married  Feb.  11,  1798.  She  was  a  sister  of  Charlotte,  wife  of 
Benjamin  Larcom  (See  May  91  and  Capt.  Samuel  Ives,  (see 
Apr.  1). 

2  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Anna  (Ober)  Lar¬ 
com,  (see  Mar.  14)  ;  bom  May  6,  1800,  died  Aug.  14,  1871,  at 
Amesbury,  Mass.;  married  Deacon  George  Perkins,  June  6,  1819. 

3  Jonathan,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Anna  (Ober)  Larcom; 
born  Sept.  28,  1805;  died  Jan.  14,  1817,  (see  Mar.  14). 

4  Capt.  George  Crowninshield’s  famous  yacht  Cleopatra's 
Barge,  built  by  Retire  Becket  of  Salem  and  launched  Oct.  21, 
1816,  was  the  first  American  yacht  to  visit  the  Mediterranean, 
sailing  Mar.  30,  1817  and  returning  Oct.  3,  1817. 

“The  elegant  equipment  of  this  vessel,  by  Mr.  Crowninshield, 
for  a  voyage  of  pleasure,  as  it  is  an  entire  novelty  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  has  excited  universal  curiosity  and  admiration.  AVhile  she 
was  lying  at  the  wharf  in  Salem,  we  have  heard  she  attracted 
company  from  various  surrounding  places  to  view  so  perfect  a 
specimen  of  nautical  architecture  and  sumptuous  accomodation. 
Eighteen  hundred  ladies,  it  is  asserted,  visited  her  in  the  course 
of  one  day.  Cleopatra’s  Barge  measures  about  200  tons,  and 
is  modelled  after  one  of  the  swiftest  sailing  ships  which  was 
ever  driven  by  the  wind.  Being  introduced  on  board,  you 
descended  into  a  magnificient  saloon,  about  20  feet  long  and 
19  broad,  finished  on  all  sides  with  polished  mahogany,  inlaid 
with  other  ornamental  wood.  The  settees  of  the  saloon  are  of 
splendid  workmanship;  the  backs  are  shaped  like  the  ancient 
lyre,  and  the  seats  are  covered  with  crimson  silk  velvet  bordered 
with  a  very  wide  edging  of  gold  lace ;  two  splendid  mirrors, 
standing  at  either  end,  and  a  magnificient  chandelier,  suspended 
in  the  centre  of  the  saloon,  give  a  richness  of  effect  to  it,  not 
easily  surpassed.  Instead  of  births  on  the  sides  of  this  hall, 
there  are  closets  for  the  tea  equipages  and  suit  of  plate  for  the 
dinner  table,  which  are  finished  in  a  style  of  superior  elegance. 
The  after  cabin  contains  sleeping  accomodations  for  the  under 
officers  of  the  vessel.  The  conveniences  for  the  kitchen’s  and 
steward’s  apartments  may  be  considered  models  in  their  way. 
There  are  acqueducts  in  all  parts  of  the  vessel  which  require 
them. — .’’  (Salem  Gazette,  Feb.  14,  1817.) 
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left  the  wharf  stood  down  the  bay  &  returned  to  the  Har- 
ber  again. 

3  Calm  &  pleasent  wether  P.M.  southerly  wind  the 
circumstances  of  my  family  makes  the  day  to  me  extreem- 
ly  distressing — death  seems  to  be  making  redy  to  enter  my 
door. 

4  This  day  begins  with  rain  &  southerly  winds.  P.M. 
dull  &  misty  wind  haling  in.  John  Peach®  of  Marble- 
[head]  died  by  cuting  his  throat. 

5  Lords  day.  Clear  weather  high  wind  at  N.W. 
Calm  pleasent  evening. 

6  ^Moderate  weather  &  cloudy  southwardly  wind. 

7  Morning  very  pleasent  weather.  P.M.  cloudy 
Light  wind  from  N.E.  my  son  remains  most  distressing¬ 
ly  sick. 

8  Moderate  weather  light  fall  of  snow. 

9  Clears  off  pleasent  &  thawey.  Sloop®  pacTcett  saild. 

10  Begins  with  southerly  wind  &  rain.  P.M.  wind  in 
Clears  off  moderate.  Several  vessels^  arrive  at  Salem. 

A  full  account  of  this  sumptuously  equipi>ed  vessel  and  her 
cruise  may  be  found  in  “The  Story  of  George  Crowninshield’s 
Yacht  CLEOPATRA’S  BARGE  on  a  voj’age  of  pleasure  to  the 
Western  Islands  and  the  Mediterranean,  1816-1817,  compiled 
from  Journals,  Letters,  and  Log-book  by  Francis  B.  Crownin- 
shield,  Boston,  Privately  printed,  1913.”  Also  of  interest  is 
“Catalog  of  the  ‘Cleopatra’s  Barge’  Exhibition”  commemorating 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  her  building,  Peabody  Museum, 
Salem,  1916. 

This  and  the  visit  to  Gloucester  on  the  13th  were  some  of 
her  trial  trips. 

5  John,  son  of  John  Peach  of  Marblehead  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Conant  of  Beverly,  baptized  Dec.  29,  1765.  He  was  a 
tenant  of  Robert  “King”  Hooper. 

6  Cleared  Jan.  8,  sloop  Lidia,  42  tons,  of  Salem,  Jacob 
Towne,  master,  for  Boston.  Licensed  for  coasting  trade. 

7  Arrived :  Sch.  Tiger,  167  tons,  of  Salem,  Daniel  F.  Tucker, 
master,  21  days  from  St.  Pierre,  with  tobacco  and  hides  to 
Joseph  Peabody. 

Sch.  Charles,  109  tons,  of  Salem,  Richard  Smith,  master,  12 
days  from  Baltimore,  with  flour,  etc. 

Brig  Henry,  184  tons,  of  Salem,  George  Burchmore,  master, 
35  days  from  Maranham,  with  hides,  tallow,  horns,  etc.,  to 
Stephen  White  &  Co. 

Sch.  Agawam,  91  tons,  of  Salem,  Lynch  Bott,  master,  from 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  with  com,  etc.,  to  J.  Bott  and  others. 

Sch.  Reindeer,  50  tons,  of  Salem,  William  Fabens,  Jr.,  mas¬ 
ter,  from  Baltimore,  with  flour,  corn  and  beans,  to  master. 
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11  A.M.  pleasant  sun  &  thawey.  PAE.  grows  colder. 
Evening  blustering  Clear  weather  W.X.W. 

12  Sabeth  day  flying  clouds  &  high  wind  W.  by  S. 
Mr,  Smith*  from  Xew  Salem  preaches  this  day.  We  have 
some  hopes  this  morning  of  Jonathan’s  recovery. 

13  A  good  day  for  winter  rather  cold  westerly  wind. 
Crowningshield*  saild  to  Gloucester.  Evening  N  wind. 

14  A  small  fall  of  snow  this  morning.  Clears  off  cold 
at  3  P.M.  my  dear  and  much  beloved  soiP®  fell  into  the 
sleep  of  death.  Alas  my  aching  heart — ^grief,  sorrow  and 
pain  swells  my  troubled  breast.  All  my  pleasing  expecta¬ 
tions  and  hopes  of  filter  help  &  comfort  in  my  promising 
son  are  by  this  stroke  sw'ept  into  the  grave — may  God  of 
his  mercy  pour  the  oil  of  grace  into  our  wounded  hearts, 
reconcile  us  to  all  his  treatment  to  us,  and  prepare  us  to 
depart  out  of  this  world  of  sin  sorrow  and  trouble  and 
receive  us  into  that  w'orld  where  sickness  and  pain,  sor¬ 
row  and  tears  shall  trouble  us  no  more  for  ever.  Aged  11 
years  3  month  &  15  days. 

15  Moderate  weather.  Clouded  up  with  wind  S.E. 
Last  night  Robert  Haskell  Jr.”  died. 

16  A.M.  thick  iveather  &  snowy.  Wind  E.  Continues 
stormy  all  day  but  not  much  snow.  The  first  Sley  for 
the  season  passed  the  Bridge^”  this  afternoon. 

17  Calm  &  cloudy  through  the  day.  at  sun  down  the 
wind  spring  up  at  S.S.E.  &  blows  a  gale  with  showers  of 
rain  &  lightning  &  thunder 

18  A.!M.  the  storm  is  abated  remains  thick  weather 
P.M.  the  wind  in  at  W.X.W.  blows  up  cold.  Cloudy 

8  Rev.  John  Smith.  (See  Xov.  26.) 

9  Capt.  Crowninshield  had  a  very  enthusiastic  reception  at 
Gloucester,  many  people  visiting  Cleopatra's  Barge,  and  he  was 
urged  to  stay  over  for  a  ball  in  the  evening  but  declined.  The 
guests  accompan5'ing  Capt.  C.  must  have  had  a  good  time  as 
one  of  them  had  to  be  put  to  bed  and  woke  up  the  next  morning 
to  find  himself  in  Salem  harbor. 

10  See  Dec.  23,  1816,  and  Mar.  14,  1817. 

11  Aged  31  years.  Married  Oct.  16,  1810,  Nancy,  daughter 
of  Francis  and  Judith  (Holman)  Lamson,  and  sister  of  Mrs. 
Sally  Pickett,  (see  Mar.  24).  He  was  part  owner  and  master 
of  sch.  Four  Sisters,  127  tons,  of  Beverly. 

12  For  an  account  of  the  “Bridge”  see  “The  Building  of 
Essex  Bridge.”  by  Robert  S.  Rantoul,  E.  I.  H.  C.,  v.  30,  p.  53, 
(Apr.-June  1893). 
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19  High  gale  of  wind  &  very  cold  W.  by  X 

20  Very  cold  &  windy  ice  making  fast  W  X  W 

21  the  clouds  over  the  sun  shines  out  cold  yet  the 
w’ind  starts  to  X  W  by  X  very  cold 

22  Very  high  wind  last  night  at  X  W  by  X  today 
clear  cold  &  windy 

23  the  wind  &  cold  moderates  &  becomes  cloudy, 

24  at  1  A.M.  begins  to  snow  wdth  wind  S  E  works 
round  to  X  E  a  very  good  body  of  damp  snow 

25  fair  moderate  weather  fin  sleying 

26  Cloudy  light  wind  W  X  W  some  snow  spits 

27  fair  weather  good  sleding  cold  day  wind  W  X  W 

28  Clear  &  very  cold  wind  X.W. 

29  moderate  day  but  sharp  cold  a  school  house^®  in 
Salem  caught  fire  but  soon  was  extinguished  a  Salem 
sloop  brakes  the  ice  &  comes  to  W  &  Greens  Whf^'*  at 
V'l  past  10  light  wind  S.W.  &  snow 

30  fair  weather  &  fine  Sleding  the  Shop^®  of  Ed¬ 
wards  &  Lord  took  fire  in  Salem  but  did  not  burn. 

31  fair  cold  w'eather  the  wind  for  2  days  W.X.W. 
February  1st  Cloudy  &  cold  light  snow  the  TTerir 

ham^^  arrived  light  wind  X.W. 

2  Calm  &  Cloudy  a  little  thawey 

3  Cloudy  Sprinkling  of  Snow  wind  X.X.W.  the 
night  very  cold  and  windy  hales  in  W.X.W. 

4  Sharp  cold  day  Sleding  very  good  wind  W.X.W. 
the  Wenham^'^  went  to  Marblehead. 

5  Clear  weather  &  the  coldest^®  for  the  winter. 

13  Parker’s,  formerly  Biglow’s,  school  house,  near  the 
First  Baptist  Meeting  House  on  Federal  Street.  The  roof  was 
damaged  from  an  overheated  stove  funnel. 

14  Whittredge  &  Green’s  wharf,  near  the  easterly  end  of 
Front  Street,  Beverly. 

15  A  carpenter  shop  on  Fish,  now  Central,  Street,  between 
Charter  and  Derby  Streets. 

16  Seh.  Wenliam,  112  tons,  of  Beverly,  Charles  Branscom, 
master;  licensed  for  coasting.  (See  Feb.  4,  Mar.  28  and  Nov.  24.) 

17  See  Feb.  1. 

18  “On  Wednesday  [5th]  morning  last,  the  Thermometer  in 
the  open  air  in  this  town  was  down  to  16  degrees  below  zero. — 
Our  harbour  is  frozen  over  as  far  as  the  Haste  and  Coney 
island,  an  extreme  unknown  for  several  j'ears,  and  a  great 
number  of  persons  have  ventured  upon  the  ice  with  their  horses 
and  sleighs,  to  visit  the  ‘Cleopatra’s  Barge,’  lying  in  the  har¬ 
bour.”  (Essex  Register,  Feb.  8,  1817.) 


70 


DIARY  OF  JONATHAN  LARCOM 


6  A.M.  Cloudy  witli  a  little  Sprinkle  of  snow.  P.M. 
Clear  &,  pleasant  cold  much  abated, 

7  fair  weather  &  a  fine  Day  125  Sleys  pass  the 
Bridge  the  harbor  very  much  frozen. 

8  Very  pleasant  day  a  little  thawey  a  Ship^®  arrived 
from  India  &  stops  in  the  ice  below  the  hayst^®  light  air 
from  the  southward. 

9  at  9  A.M.  the  wind  Springs  up  at  E.N’.E.  begins  to 
snow.  P,!M.  wind  hale  in  2^.  Snows  thick  soon  cleared. 

10  A.!^[.  Clears  of  pleasant  light  Southwardly  air. 
P.M.  Clouds  up  &  at  9  wind  comes  in  with  snow  squalls. 
Blustering  night. 

11  Clear  &  cold  wind  quick  W.E^.W.  Ship  Union^^ 
Hitchens  arrived  at  Gloucester. 

12  This  morning  snowing  very  fast  Light  wind 
X.Jf.W.  P.M.  clouds  break  away  &  the  sun  lets  clear. 

13  Pleasant  cold  morning  the  wind  springs  up  S.S.W, 
very  uncomfortable  snow  flying  badly. 

14  Extremely  cold  high  wind  I^.W.  by  N.  Clear 
sun  Snow  blowing  at  a  stifling  rate. 

15  Clear  weather  &  very  cold  light  wind  W.N’.'W. 
Last  night  is  said  to  be  the  coldest^^  ever  known  in 
America  our  harbour  all  sollid. 

19  Ship  HERCULES,  290  tons,  of  Salem,  James  King,  Jr,, 
master,  108  days  from  Batavia  with  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  coffee 
for  Nathaniel  West. 

20  The  Haste,  a  rock  in  Salem  bay,  lying  near  the  ship 
channel,  about  li  miles  from  Salem  neck  and  21  miles  from 
Baker’s  Island  light.  “The  Haste  Rock  was  called  Johnson’s 
Haste  before  1697,  to  denote  probably  that  a  man  named  John¬ 
son  came  to  grief  upon  it.’’  (The  Salem  Evening  News,  July 
5,  1927,  p.  8.) 

21  “Arrived  at  Cape  Ann  yesterday,  the  elegant  ship  Union, 
(of  618  tons)  Benjamin  Hitchings  master,  128  days  from  Cal¬ 
cutta,  with  a  rich  cargo,  to  the  Hon.  Wm  Gray,  of  Boston.  Capt. 

H.  passed  through  tow’n  yesterday  afternoon,  - .”  (Essex 

Register,  Feb.  12,  1817.) 

22  Temperatures  were  recorded  as  follows : 


Beverly,  Feb. 

14 

5.00  P.  M. 

14 

below 

7-11 

16 

» 

15 

6.45  A.  M. 

17 

9.00  ’’ 

12 

Salem,  ” 

14 

sunset 

10 

9-10  P.  M. 

14 

” 

15 

sunrise 

15 

9.00  A.  M. 

10 
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16  Very  pleasant  day  but  Sharp  Cold  people  travel¬ 
ing  too  &  from  Salem  on  the  ice  above  the  Bridge  &  below 
it  Light  air  from  N.N.W. 

17  the  cold  much  abated  tho  very  cold  yet  Cloudy 
with  light  wind  southwardly  today  the  people  pass  over 
on  the  ice  with  Horse  &  Sleys.^®  1  P.M.  begins  to  snow 
&  continues  the  day  out.  Wind  S.S.W. 

18  this  morning  we  find  the  sky  clouded  with  a  light 
wind  about  X.N.E.  the  wind  quickens  and  comes  a  snow 
storm  &  brisk  at  9  P.M.  This  is  to  me  a  very  sad  & 
gloomy  winter. 

19  Cloudy  &  a  little  thawey  light  wind  N  people 
sawing  ice  to  make  a  passage  to  the  wharf.^^ 

20  a  fine  pleasant  day  many  Sleys  &  foot  people  pass 
on  the  ice  the  Brig  Cuba^^  sailed  Light  wind  N.W. 

21  Cloudy  with  the  appearence  of  rain  S.E.  at  4  P.M. 
comes  on  rainy.  Brig  Cuba^^  goes  on  shore  at  Marblehead 
moderate  storm. 

22  pleasent  day  &  warm  the  Snow  thaws  away  rapid¬ 
ly.  the  ice  not  yet  broken  up  but  fast  going. 

23  good  weather  but  rather  bad  traveling  Part  sun 
shiny  &  part  cloudy.  I  have  spent  the  day  at  the  toll 
House,  a  dull  Sabeth  to  my  mind. 

24  A.M.  High  wind  &  very  thick  of  Snow  E.H.E. 
N  Rain  &  Hail  P.M.  wind  backs  in  to  H.W.  &  snows 
fast  —  Last  night  the  Ship  Union^'^  of  Salem  went  on 

23  “Mr.  Joseph  Strout  visited  the  Haste,  an  Island  below 
Salem,  upon  the  ice.  It  is  one  mile  &  a  quarter  below  the  ex¬ 
treme  point  of  the  Neck.  This  has  been  done  before,  but  it  ia 
seldom  that  we  see  the  ice  form  at  such  a  distance.”  (Bentley 
Diary,  IV.) 

24  Probably  refers  to  Whittredge  and  Green’s  wharf,  Bev¬ 
erly,  (see  Jan.  29). 

2.5  Bgtne.  Cuba,  142  tons,  built  at  Salem  in  1815  by  Enos 
Briggs;  John  Ancjrew,  owner,  Israel  W.  Andrew,  master.  Cleared 
from  Beverly  with  fish  for  the  West  Indies.  (See  Feb.  21.) 

26  Went  ashore  on  the  back  of  ilarblehead  Neck.  Her  cargo 
was  removed  and  she  was  hauled  off  safely.  On  the  morning 
of  .Tune  24  she  was  lost  on  Vauclain  Reef,  Martinique,  but  the 
crew  was  saved.  (See  Feb.  20.) 

27  The  ship  Union,  250  tons,  built  at  Salem  in  1802.  She 
was  returning  from  Sumatra  with  a  cargo  of  block  tin  and 
pepper  valued  at  about  $120,000.00  when  she  struck  on  Baker’s 
Island  in  a  violent  snow  storm  about  2  o’clock  in  the  morning 
and  was  a  total  loss  although  a  material  part  of  the  cargo 
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shore  at  Bakers  Island  &  will  sustain  damage  to  hull  & 
cargo. 

25  blustering  &  cold  day  snow  flying  wind  W.  by 

26  pleasent  sun  but  rather  cold  the  Union  is  going 
to  pieces. 

27  A.M.  thick  snow  storm  moderate  wind  N.  P.M. 
wind  S.E.  &  rainy.  Jacob  Woodby^*  arrives. 

28  A.M.  the  clouds  look  like  breaking  away  wind  N.E. 
P.M.  thickens  up  &  at  sun  down  begins  to  snow  &  so  con¬ 
tinues  untill  bed  time.  Thus  ends  the  winter  the  Har¬ 
bor  broke  up  the  24th. 

March  1st  1817  This  day  &  month  begins  with  a 
storm  of  snow  and  has  all  the  appearance  of  a 

dreary  winter.  There  is  more  snow  now  on  the  ground 
than  has  been  at  any  one  time  before  for  the  winter. 

2  fair  weather  and  cold  the  wind  X.W.  Light  no 
meeting  this  evening  on  account  the  snow. 

3  A.^I.  Hasey  &  cold  nearly  calm.  P.M.  clears  off, 
wind  springs  up  S.S.W.  at  4  wind  hals  in  west 

4  Very  pleasent  day  Light  winds  southwardly. 
Clouds  up  in  the  evening  Sley  tolls  this  day  148 

5  w’^arm  &  pleasent  something  thawey — the  vinyard 
fleet^®  arriving. 

6  moderate  &  hazey  looks  like  fowl  weather  S  wnnd. 

7  Good  weather  wind  in  to  the  westward  bought  a 
bag  of  rye  meal  3-50. 

8  this  forenoon  fair  &  pleasent  weather.  P.M.  the 
wind  works  southwardly  &  clouds  up. 

9  Last  night  a  small  flight  of  damp  snow  3  inches  deep 
this  morning  clears  off  pleasent — wind  X.W. 

was  salvaf^ed.  The  loss  was  attributed  to  the  thick  weather,  an 
alteration  in  the  lights  made  after  the  vessel  had  started  on 
her  voj’age  and  an  unfortunate  mistake  of  the  helmsman.  She 
was  owned  by  Stephen  Phillips,  George  Peirce  and  the  master, 
William  Osgood.  (See  “Pepper  and  Pirates,”  James  Duncan 
Phillips.  Boston,  1949,  p.  63.) 

28  Probably  his  cousin  Jacob,  born  Mar.  6,  1776,  son  of 
Jacob  Woodberry  and  his  wife,  Hannah  Larcom,  an  older  sister 
of  the  author’s. 

29  There  arrived  from  Vineyard  Haven  on  March  5  and  6, 
1  ship,  1  bark,  4  brigs  and  1  sloop,  delayed  by  the  severe 
weather.  The  bark  Patriot  of  Danvers  had  been  at  the  Vine¬ 
yard  for  nearlj'  eight  weeks. 
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10  Many  weathers  today  viz  sun  shine  snow  hail  rain 
fogg  &  lightning. 

11  A.M.  Thick  cloudy  weather  &  wind  blowing  at 
X.E.  P.M.  moderates  &  glims  up  in  the  W.N.N,  The 
Schooner  Streng^^  Larky  of  Xewburyport  coming  in. 
March  12th,  1817.  This  day  begins  with  a  light  J7orth 
wind  &  goes  out  &  round  to  South  thaws  but  very  little 
in  the  sun.  Carting  is  very  bad  on  account  of  deep  banks 
of  snow  &  sleding  bad  on  account  of  bare  ground. 

13  Dull  cloudy  &  cold  light  wind  from  X  to  E.I^.E. 

14  Cold  &  Cloudy  threatens  a  storm  wind  N.E. 
39  years  this  day  my  father®^  died  in  Guadaloope  19  years 
this  day  the  wife^^  of  my  youth  expired  2  months  this 
day  my  only  &  very  dear  son®®  breathed  his  last  breath. 
This  above  all  other  afflictions  that  I  have  been  called  to 
suffer  is  the  most  painful — nothing  can  make  a  substitute 
— nothing  can  fill  the  vacent  seat,  his  voice  is  no  more 
to  be  heard  that  but  a  little  while  since  was  musick  to 
my  ears,  his  place  and  his  paths  are  silent,  the  shade 
of  death  has  spread  over  my  life,  my  dearest  object  sleeps 
in  dust. 

15  Clear  weather  and  a  cold  north  wind.  The 
Schooner  President^*  hald  down  below  the  bar. 

IG  Fair  weather  or  mostly  sun  shine,  wind  N.E. 
P.M.  the  wind  goes  out  &  round  to  S. 

17  Pleasent  morning.  The  wind  Spring  at  S.S.E. 
very  chily — the  PresxdenP'^  sailed. 

30  Sch.  Strong,  81  tons,  of  Nevvburyport,  Larkin,  master. 
In  coastwise  trade. 

31  Jonathan,  son  of  David  and  Lucy  (Downing)  Larcom, 
born  Apr.  30,  1741  ;  died  at  sea,  1777-8;  married  .\bigail  Ober, 
May  12,  1763.  He  was  a  sea  captain,  served  in  the  campaign 
against  Canada  ’in  1759,  and  was  a  soldier  and  a  sailor  in  the 
Revolution. 

32  Jonathan,  Jr.,  born  Sept.  15,  1768;  married  1st,  Mary 
Chamberlain,  Oct.  3,  1790,  she  died  Mar.  14,  1798;  2nd,  Anna 
Ober,  Dec.  25,  1798.  He  was  an  Ensign  in  the  Militia  in  1790, 
and  was  the  author  of  this  diary. 

33  Jonathan,  3rd,  born  Sept.  28,  1805  ;  died  Mar.  14.  1817. 

34  Sch.  President,  45  tons,  of  Beverly,  Zebulon  Woodberry, 
master.  In  coastw’ise  trade.  (See  Mar.  17  and  June  18.) 

35  See  Mar.  15  and  June  18. 
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18  A  cold  Southeast  Rain  Storm. 

March  19,  1817.  Som  flying  clouds  high  wind  N.W. 
Amos  Leefavor®®  saild  for  a  Ashing  voyage,  quite  cold. 

20  Cloudy  &  very  cold  Strong  wind  N.  W. 

21  the  weather  remains  about  the  same  as  yesterday. 

22  Now  comes  on  Springlike  weather  Sun  shiny  and 
thawey  some  cloudy  in  the  afternoon  N.W. 

23  this  is  a  delightful  morning  for  those  whose  cir¬ 
cumstances  are  suitable  to  enjoy  it  but  while  the  Spring 
bird  is  singing  a  gloom  hangs  over  my  head  that  distroys 
my  hapyness  my  dearest  earthly  object  sleeps  in  dust 
O  that  I  may  be  prepared  to  follow. 

24  Dull  &  foggy  but  little  rain  the  wind  from  S.E. 
round  to  N — the  Brig  Alice^'^  arrived  with  the  loss  of 
Capt.  Pickett  &  Jonathan  Dodge  the  boy  also  arrived  the 
the  Schr  Betsei^  F.  Woodbury.  Lost  the  boy  Coury 

25  Calm  Cloudy  &  warm  P.M.  wind  out 

26  Thick  weather  with  fogg  Comes  on  rainy  E.N.E. 
P.M.  wind  backs  in  grows  colder  little  snow. 

27  Strong  wind  W.N.W.  &  quite  cold  the  Spring 
advances  but  very  slowly  Large  bodies  of  snow. 

28  fair  weather  wind  westerly — the  Wenham^^ 
arrived  with  wood. 

March  29 — 1817.  Cloudy  morning  but  clears  off  pleasent 
rather  cold  for  so  late  in  ^larch  N.W. 

30  Good  weather  but  rather  cool — wind  westerly 

31  moderate  &  cloudy  appearances  of  a  N.E.  storm 
Evening  clears  off. 

36  ^faster  and  part  owner  of  sch.  Abigail,  75  tons,  of  Bev¬ 
erly.  (See  May  27  and  Dec.  14.) 

37  Brig  Alice,  163  tons,  of  Beverly,  Stephen  Woodberry, 
mate,  from  St.  Pierre  with  molasses  to  Pyam  Lovett  and  Capt. 
Kilham.  Capt.  Thomas  Pickett,  her  master,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Meriam  Pickett,  born  Dec.  10.  1775;  died  of  fever  at  St.  Pierre, 
Martinique,  Jan.  4,  1817 ;  married  1st,  Annis  Preston,  Nov.  27, 
1803,  she  died  Jan.  17,  1811;  2nd,  Mrs.  Sally  (Lamson)  Baker, 
Nov.  3,  1814.  She  was  a  sister  of  Nancy  Lamson,  wife  of  Robert 
Haskell,  Jr.,  (see  Jan.  15).  .Jonathan  Dodge  died  of  fever  at 
Martinique,  Jan.  1817,  aged  15  years. 

38  Sch.  Betsey,  82  tons,  Beverly,  Freeborn  Woodberry,  mas¬ 
ter,  from  the  West  Indies. 

39  See  Feb.  1  and  4,  and  Nov.  24. 
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April  1.  Fine  Spring  like  weather  Changable  winds 
Samuel  Ives^®  returns  to  Beverly  after  making  two  India 
voyages  being  gone  about  2  years. 

2  this  is  spring  like  weather  the  wind  from  If.  to 
S.E.  the  very  high  price  of  bread  &  the  scarcity  of  busi¬ 
ness  make  the  times  very  hard  for  many  people. 

3  State  Fast  fine  weather  wind  from  S.W.  to  If.W. 

4  fair  weather  wind  from  If.E.  to  S.E.  The  Mor¬ 
gan*^  arrives. 

5  Cloudy  &  Chily  wund  from  If.E.  to  S.E.  Several 
coasting  vessels  arrive  very  likely  for  Rain 

6  Cloudy  &  chilly  cold  quick  brease  S.E.  by  S. 

7  Wet  &  rainy  South  East  wind 

8  Dull  cloudy  weather  out  wind 

9  thick  cloudy  weather  wind  S.S.W.  the  coasters 
sail  a  salmond  sold  in  Salem  for  10  dollars. 

10  this  morning  butifull  a  fine  drying  day  quick 
wind  from  W.  to  S.W. 

April  11.  Fair  weather  the  quick  at  If.W.  Doctor 
Oliver’s  House'*^  took  fire  in  Salem  but  was  hapily  extin¬ 
guished.  also  a  barn  in  the  Iforth  fields  was  burnt  at 
10  P.M. 

12  Cold  morning  quick  wind  If.If.W.  P.M.  the  wind 
out  at  S.S.E. 

14  [13]  this  morning  the  clouds  are  passing  off  the 
wind  comes  in  to  W.If.W.  blows  quick 

40  Capt.  Samuel,  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Giles)  Ives,  born  Aug.  24,  1787 ;  married  by  Rev.  Mr.  Abbot 
Apr.  20,  1817,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Dyson. 
Later  lived  in  Pepperell,  Slass.,  and  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  he  was 
still  living  in  1862.  He  was  a  seaman  on  sch.  Elizabeth  to 
Marseilles  in  1804.  (See  Dec.  21,  1816  and  May  9,  1817.) 

41  There  is  no  record  of  a  vessel  named  Morgan  arriving 
at  this  port.  Probably  refers  to  the  arrival  on  this  date  of  sch. 
Adventure,  78  tons,  of  Beverly,  Zachariah  Morgan,  master,  from 
Guadeloupe,  W.  I.  (Sec  Dec.  25.) 

42  The  house  of  Dr.  B.  Lynde  Oliver  was  built  by  Maj. 
William  Browne  for  his  daughter  who  married  Judge  Benjamin 
Lynde  and  whose  granddaughter  married  Hon.  Andrew  Oliver, 
Jr.  father  of  Dr.  Oliver.  It  stood  at  the  corner  of  Essex  and 
Liberty  streets,  the  site  of  the  present  Lynde  block,  and  was 
taken  down  in  1835. 

An  unoccupied  barn  of  hay,  about  one  mile  from  town, 
belonging  to  Col.  John  Hathorne  who  lived  at  the  Neck.  Both 
fires  were  supposed  to  be  incendiary. 
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14  pleasent  mornin"  clouds  &  wind  rise  with  the  sun 
Wm.  Pousland^®  saild  strong  wind  l^.W.  by  W. 

15  Changable  winds  &  cool  weather  Evening  cloudy  S. 

16  thick  morning  Small  shower  clears  off  wind 

S.E. 

17  warm  pleasent  morning  the  Spring  up  to  the  N  & 
W  blows  up  a  quick  breese. 

18  fair  weather  but  very  cold  &  windy  N-W. 

19  fair  weather  &  very  cold  Changable  winds 

20  moderate  cool  morning  clear  Sun  wind  springs 
up  S.S.E. 

21  Very  cold  blustering  weather  wind  Last 

evening  Samuel  Ives^^  &  Mary  Dyson  were  maryed  also 
Benj.  Elliott^®  to  Susan  Smith. 

22  Cold  &  dry  weather  wind  from  N.W.  to  W. 

23  the  weather  remains  dry  &  cold  Clear  sun  the 
wind  from  N.W.  out  S.E. 

April  24.  Cloudy  morning  wind  S.E.  &  quick  at  10 
comes  on  rainy  quite  a  storm  to  N.E. 

25  at  2  this  morning  a  flite  of  snow  the  wind  backens 
in  &  remains  cloudy  all  day.  N. 

26  thick  weather  &  rainy  wind  from  S.S.E.  to  S.S.W. 

27  rather  more  pleasent  &  warmer  wind  W.N.W, 

28  Cloudy  night  but  clears  off  pleasent  in  the  morning 
the  Spring  is  backward  &  cold  W.N.W.  at  12  squally 
clouds  &  quick  wind  W.S.W. 

29  Cold  cloudy  morning  fresh  breese  N.N.E.  P.M. 
clears  off  pleasent  planted  potatoes  &  beans. 

30  this  day  finishes  one  month  more  of  our  lives  a 
few  more  roling  years  at  most  will  waft  us  beyond  the 
reach  of  time  happy  for  those  who  are  saveingly  prepared 
to  meet  that  very  solem  hour  of  death  this  is  truly  a 
fine  day  for  those  who  have  harts  to  enjoy  it  —  Light 
winds  W.S.W. 

May  1st.  this  month  begins  with  the  smiling  beauties 
of  Spring  the  sun  is  clear  shining  the  birds  are  singing. 

43  Master  of  sch.  Favorite,  87  tons,  of  Beverly;  licensed 
for  fishing.  (See  July  22  and  Nov.  17.) 

44  See  Agr.  1. 

45  Benjamin  Elliot  and  Miss  Susannah  Smith  married  on 
April  20. 
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May  2nd,  1817.  Warm  pleasent  day  Light  air  south- 
early. 

3  the  weather  continues  very  pleasent  &  warm  Green 
Eaton^®  returns  home  much  burnt  by  lightning  codfish 
caught  at  the  Bridge  this  day. 

4  Very  pleasent  weather  Light  Easterly  wind.  At 
10  A.M.  wind  springs  up  cold  at  X.E. 

5  thick  foggy  morning  Light  air  S.E.  as  the  sun 
comes  up  the  fogg  goes  off  wind  in  to  S.W. 

6  the  weather  today  is  nearly  the  same  as  yesterday. 
Last  evening  Mr.  J.  Chipman^’^  died  very  sudnly  in  his 
80  year. 

7  fine  weather  with  a  fresh  southerly  wind. 

8  Cloudy  with  a  fresh  southerly  wind  at  6  P.M. 
comes  on  a  fine  soaking  rain. 

9  morning  cloudy  wind  ^N”.  Soon  clears  off  Seting 
out  apple  trees  for  Beny  Larcom^* 

10  Colder  &  partly  cloudy  wind  N.E.  many  coasters 
pass  to  the  west  w^ard. 

11  morning  cloudy  middle  clear  &  hot  Evening 
showery  &  lightning,  the  w'ife^®  of  Josiah  Gould,  Jr. 
buried. 

May  12 — 1817  this  morning  cloudy  &  cool  wind  M.  at 
10  clears  of  butifull  &  pleasent 

13  Cold  frosty  w^eather  the  ground  quite  froze 

14  fair  weather  but  quite  a  cold  wind  frosty  morn 

15  the  weather  remains  about  the  same 

46  tVilliarn  Green  Eaton,  master  of  sch.  Syren  of  Boston, 
arrived  there  Mar.  27  from  Havanna.  He  was  son  of  Joseph 
and  Hannah  (Green)  Eaton,  baptised  July  26,  1789;  died  Jan. 
12,  1820,  at  Port  au  Prince  while  still  master  of  Syren;  married 
May  16.  1816,  Emma  Elliott  of  Beverly. 

47  Son  of  Rev.  John  and  Mrs.  Rebekah  (Hale)  Chipman ; 
born  Oct.  26,  1738 ;  married  1st,  Elizabeth  Obear,  Jan.  2,  1803 ; 
she  died  Dec.  I,’l806  ;  2nd,  Elisabeth  Fowler,  Feb.  7,  1809,  she 
died  Aug.  29,  1852.  He  was  a  blockmaker  in  Salem  for  many 
years. 

48  Son  of  .Jonathan  and  Abigail  (Ober)  Larcom.  born  Aug. 
20,  1776;  married,  Jan.  10,  1804,  Charlotte,  sister  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Ives,  (see  Apr.  1)  and  Mrs.  Mary  Adams,  (see  Dec.  21, 
1816).  He  was  the  father  of  the  poetess,  Lucy  Larcom,  1824- 
1893. 

49  Eunice  Norris,  wife  of  Josiah  Gould,  Jr.,  died  May  8, 
1817,  aged  19  years. 
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16  pleasent  morning  but  very  frosty  the  wind  springs 
up  at  S.E.  James  Haskell®®  arrives 

17  Cloudy  weather  afternoon  misty  wind  E.H.E. 

18  dull  thin  fogg  small  showers  last  night  tight 
wind  out 

19  good  weather  but  rather  cold  showers  last  night 
H.N.W. 

20  Good  weather  the  wind  works  round  southwardly 
Wm.  Spencer®^  caught  12  lobsters 

24  Very  fine  warm  weather  for  4  days  but  rather  dry 
for  grass  variable  wind 

25  warm  day  small  showers  in  the  night  Var 

26  warm  &  windy  with  flying  clouds  westerly 

27  Cloudy  morning  comes  on  rainy  wind  out  Amos 
Leefaver®^  arrives  with  13,000  fish — stidy  rain 

28  Cool  morning  quick  wind  at  H.E.  Evening  wind 
round  to  south  &  clear  wether. 

May  29 — 1817.  Cloudy  weather  &  out  winds  rainy  night 
the  wife®®  of  Stephen  Homan  died  yesterday. 

30  the  rain  is  over  but  the  weather  is  cloudy  &  cool 
P.M.  clears  off  pleasent  wind  working  in 

31  this  morning  calm  &  warm  the  Spring  up  S.E. 
blows  up  rain  &  warm  P.M.  the  wind  comes  in  &  clears 
off  cool.  Looks  squally. 

June  1st.  this  morning  clear  &  cold  the  wind  W.H.W. 
a  traveler  from  Gloucester  informs  that  the  ruts  are  full 
of  ice.  P.M.  the  wind  dies  and  the  weather  becomes  very 
fine 

2  moderate  weather  part  sun  shine  &  part  cloudy 
Went  out  a  fishing  came  in  with  a  fair  wind 

50  James,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Haskell,  born  July 
3,  1782 ;  died  Dec.  27,  1843 ;  married,  Jan.  18,  1805,  Rebecca 
Ober.  He  was  master  of  sch.  William,  82  tons,  of  Beverly,  a 
vessel  captured  in  the  War  of  1812,  arriving  from  Fort  Royal, 
W.  I.  (See  Dec.  11.) 

51  Probabl3'  William,  son  of  William  and  Elenor  Spencer, 
born  Aug.  27,  1766 ;  married  1st,  Mrs.  Mar.v  Sargent,  May  3, 
1787,  she  died  Nov.  25,  1793 ;  2nd,  Marj’  Gale  Homan,  Nov.  3, 
1795. 

52  See  Mar.  19  and  Dec.  14. 

53  Nancj%  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Lydia  (Chapman) 
Wallis,  bom  Dec.  9,  1793 ;  died  May  28,  1817 ;  marriage  int.  to 
Stephen  Homan,  Julj’  26,  1812 ;  he  was  baptised  Dec.  27,  1789. 
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3  Cool  moderate  weather  light  out  winds 

4  Out  wind  &  a  fine  rain  indeed  which  was  much 
wanted. 

5  dull  warm  day  at  6  P.M.  the  wind  springs  up 
at  S.W.  the  Schr  Ann^^  of  Danvers  saild  &  others  that 
were  working  out  start  off 

7  Very  warm  morning  several  showers  and  squally 
clouds  Sam  Gooridge®®  &  Mark  Woodby®®  saild  fine 
weather  westerly  wind 

8  Calm  &  pleasent  morning  the  (wind  ?)  goes  out 
to  South  East  a  fine  day  the  old  Sukey^"^  saild. 

June  9th,  1817.  moderate  cloudy  morning  the  wind 
springs  up  S.E.  by  S.  comes  on  a  fine  moderate  rain. 

10  this  morning  thick  weather  the  (wind  ?)  comes 
in  to  S.W.  blows  quick  &  warm  fine  growing  weather 

11  at  sun  rise  a  very  thick  cloud  in  the  west  a  shower 
of  rain  with  strong  wind  at  N.W.  &  soon  passes  over 
windy  day  &  cool 

12  Clear  sun  but  rather  cool  the  If.W.  wind  con¬ 
tinues  but  not  so  strong  as  yesterday 

13  fair  weather  moderate.  Hay  dull  in  Salem.  Dovsm 
to  18  dollars 

14  appearances  of  foul  weather  P.M.  a  little  wett 
moderate  out  winds  bought  %  quintle  Fish  H.W.H. 

15  at  past  10  last  evening  the  rain  began  to  fall  & 
this  fore  noon  falls  plentifuly  wind  N.E. 

16  fair  cold  day  for  June  high  wind  from  N.H.W. 
to  W.N.W.  the  earth  is  plentifuly  wet  heat  is  wanted 

17  this  morning  is  so  cold  that  the  Bridge  has  white 
frost  on  it,  but  a  fine  clear  sun  coming  up  that  will  soon 
alter  the  air. 

54  Sch.  Ami,  128  tons,  of  Danvers,  built  at  Danvers,  1817, 
William  R.  Russell,  master,  cleared  for  the  West  Indies. 

55  Samuel  Goodridge,  2nd,  master  of  sch.  Nancy  Thorndike, 
38  tons,  of  Beverly,  built  at  Ipswich  by  Michael  Burnham,  1817 ; 
enrolled  and  licensed  for  fishing. 

56  Mark  IVoodberry,  master  of  sch.  Lady  Washington,  43 
tons,  of  Beverly;  enrolled  and  licensed  for  fishing. 

57  Sch.  Sukey,  65  tons,  of  Salem,  Robert  Seldon,  Jr.,  owner 
and  master,  built  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  1786 ;  licensed  for  coast¬ 
wise  trade. 
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18  fair  weather  with  a  strong  S.W.  wind  the  Schr. 
President^^  arrives. 

19  warm  &  cloudy  small  showers  wind  W.S.W. 

June  20th,  1817.  A.M.  fair  warm  weather  P.M.  cloudy 
Strong  breeze  southwardly  Evening  showers 

21  very  warm  this  morning  Clouds  up  &  comes  on 
showery  in  the  afternoon  warm  wind  S.S.W. 

22  moderate  &  warm  fine  growing  weather  Corn  & 
other  things  that  are  growing  have  nearly  doubled  in  size 
in  the  four  last  days 

23  this  morning  comes  on  very  rainy,  it  seems  that 
the  farmers  won’t  complain  for  the  want  of  rain,  if  this 
season  should  satisfy  them  it  will  be  the  first  since  my 
rememberance. 

24  Fine  growing  weather  Received 

25  pleasent  weather  but  not  so  warm  P.M.  wind  out 

26  A.M.  dull  warm  &  hazey  P.!M.  clouds  up  &  Even¬ 
ing  comes  a  soaking  rain  East  wind 

27  Cloudy  &  sunshine  the  ground  is  very  wet 

28  Very  pleasent  weather  not  very  warm  light  winds 

29  dull  foggy  morning  P.!M.  Looks  stormy  in  E. 

30  Last  night  &  this  morning  very  rainy  P.M.  the 
wind  chops  in  to  X.W.  rather  cold 

July  1st.  Pleasent  morning  the  clouds  &  wind  rise  & 
become  squally  wind  W.S.W. 

2  pleasent  morning  rather  a  cool  wind  at  N.N.W. 
P.M.  wind  W.X.W.  &  dies  away  calm  warm  night 

3  Warm  &  moderate  the  air  smoaky  Nothing  re¬ 
markable  except  the  President®®  of  the  U.S.  arriveing  at 
Boston  this  day 

4  fine  warm  gi’owing  weather  nothing  in  Beverly 
done  to  celebrate  the  day  &  nothing  need  be 

5  Calm  morning  &  a  fine  warm  day  high  wind  S.S.E. 

The  people  seem  cheerfully  to  their  callings  but  as  for 
me  I  have  a  load  of  sorrow  hanging  to  my  hart  which 
nothing  of  time  &  sense  can  remove  O  that  I  had  grace 
&  faith - a  shower  in  the  afternoon  thunder 

58  See  Mar.  15  and  17. 

59  President  James  ^fonroe.  “We  heard  the  roar  of  cannon 
at  Boston  while  the  President  was  with  them.”  (Bentley  Diary, 
IV.) 
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6  Fofrgy  morning  Clears  off  hot  very  growing 
weather  Light  winds  from  the  South 

7  This  morning  begins  to  rain  at  %  P^st  3.  Clears 
off  before  noon  with  a  warm  S.W.  wind 

8  dull  weather  a  grate  bussel  with  the  people  passing 
to  Salem  to  see  the  President®® 

9  very  good  seasonable  weather  preparation  are  mak¬ 
ing  on  the  Bridge  for  the  President  to  pass  to  Beverly  — 
wind  N.N.W. 

10  plcasent  morning  —  the  President®^  passes  to  Bev¬ 
erly  quick  step  under  a  salute  from  a  cutter  in  the  stream 
&  the  18th  on  Beverly  side  to  take  brakefast  with  Mr. 
Thorndike.®^ 

11  fair  weather  &  warm  light  wind.  Sleepy  time 
with  us  this  day. 

12  This  forenoon  is  very  warm  &  sutry  though  there 
is  a  qiiick  breeze  from  S.S.W.  afternoon  a  heavy  shower 
of  rain. 

13  Dull  &  very  warm  almost  calm  through  the  day 

14  Good  morning  Clear  sun  wind  X.  goes  round 
with  the  sun.  Mowed  for  Deacon  Walls®® 

15  Calm  morning  &  warm  sea  breeze  comes  in  a  good 
sun  &  very  fine  weather. 

IG  Clear  sun  &  cool  S.W.  wind  good  weather  for 
mowing  &  hay  making 

60  A  long  account  of  the  reception,  celebration  and  decora¬ 
tions  in  Bentley  Diary,  IV' ;  also  “President  Munroe  in  Salem,” 
B.  F.  Browne,  E.  I.  H.  C.,  vol.  6,  p.  76,  (Apr.,  1864). 

61  “He  was  saluted  from  Revenue  Cutter  &  Cannon  on 
shore  while  passing  the  Bridge,  which  was  superbly  decorated 
with  Flags,  an  Arch  &  such  festoons  as  at  short  notice  the  Bev¬ 
erly  Ladies  prepared.”  (Bentley  Diary,  IV'.) 

62  lion.  Israel  Thorndike  had  moved  to  Boston  but  kept  his 
house  in  Beverly  which  he  had  bought  from  Andrew  Cabot. 
“He  came  down  and  gave  a  superb  entertainment  to  President 
Munroe  in  it  &  left  his  wife  at  Beverly,  &  she  died  upon  this 
visit. — Col.  'fhorndike  has  been  uncommonly  successful  &  has 
rank  in  wealth  &  good  sense  with  our  first  men.  The  whole 
displaj'  at  Beverly  was  at  his  expense.  He  provided  the  orna¬ 
ments  of  the  bridge,  the  salute  of  the  revenue  cutter,  and  of 
the  cannon  on  shore.  Entertained  in  the  best  style  300  persons 
in  his  house,  besides  a  much  greater  number  abroad,  &  sup¬ 
ported  every  ceremony.”  (Bentley  Diary,  IV'.) 

63  Deacon  Eleazer,  son  of  Deacon  Caleb  and  Rebecca  (Giles) 
IVallis,  born  Oct.  4,  1762;  died  Apr.  7,  1839;  married,  Ma3'  2, 
1788,  Mrs.  Hannah  VVoodberry. 
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17  Calm  clear  hot  morning  the  wind  moves  in  from 
the  S.E.  the  Union^*  saild  at  1  P.M. 

21  the  8  last  days  very  hot  &  good  hay  weather 
yesterday  heavy  showers  pass  North  &  South  of  us  today 
cooler  the  sun  partly  hid  by  haze  Wind  E. 

22  dull  cloudy  morning  wind  S.E.  comes  rainy 
Pousland®®  &  Wales®®  arrive  from  G.  Bank 

23  Pleasent  morning  small  wind  W.N.W. 

27  Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday  fair  sun  shine 
as  also  is  this  day  the  weather  becoming  dry 

28  the  weather  remains  dry  &  moderate 

29  Calm  morning  &  very  hot  day  clear  sun 

30  warm  S.W.  wind  Cloudy  P.M.  a  shower 

31  A.M.  very  hot  &  calm  P.M.  thick  fogg  Wind 
E.S.E. 

August  1st — 1817.  Moderate  weather  out  winds  most 
most  ])art  of  the  day  very  thick  fogg 

2  pleasent  weather  cool  southerly  wind  the  Steam 
boat®^  takes  out  a  party  on  pleasure  from  Beverly 

3  Warm  sultry  weather  Partly  cloudy  S.S.W.  wind 
at  10  at  night  comes  on  a  gentle  rain  very  refreshing  to 
the  Earth  though  it  does  not  thoroughly  soak  it. 

4  Very  warm  sultry  morning  partly  cloudy  &  foggy 
the  wife®®  of  Mr.  Israel  Thorndike  departed  this  life  at 
his  house  in  Beverly — pleasent  afternoon  wind  out  & 
light 

5  morning  appearances  of  rain  soon  clears  off 
W.N.W.  dry  &  cool  fine  fish  weather  Mrs.  Thorndike 
buried 

64  Sch.  Union,  85  tons,  of  Beverly,  Freeborn  Woodberry, 
master,  cleared  for  the  West  Indies.  (See  Oct.  20.) 

65  William  Pousland  of  Sch.  Favorite.  (See  Apr.  14  and 
Nov.  17.) 

66  John  Wales,  master  of  sch.  Slwan,  70  tons,  of  Beverly, 
from  Grand  Bank,  Newfoundland.  (See  Dec.  8.) 

67  The  Massachusetts,  the  first  steamboat  ever  seen  in  this 
vicinity,  made  her  initial  trip  on  July  4.  “The  steamboat 
‘Massachusetts’  and  the  beffinning's  of  steam  navigation  in  Bos¬ 
ton  bay,”  Francis  B.  C.  Bradlee,  E.  I.  H.  C.,  vol.  50,  p.  193 
(July,  1914). 

68  Anna,  daughter  of  Capt.  George  Dodge  of  Salem  and 
wife  of  Hon.  Israel  Thorndike,  hapt.  June  30,  1765  and  married 
at  Salem  Oct.  31,  1784. 
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6  Hot  morning  cool  middle  pleasent  afternoon 

7  Good  weather  for  out  door  business  Clouds  up 

S.S.W. 

8  Showery  morning  &  very  showerv  day  strong 

W.S.W. 

9  A  wet  time  several  showers  southerly  wind 

10  morning  cloudy  clears  off  warm  &  pleasent  wind 

S.W. 

11  Cloudy  morning  the  sun  shines  out  then  clouds 
up  &  comes  on  rainy  moderate  wind  N.E. 

12  morning  thick  &  rainy  cold  rain  storm  wind 
KE. 

13  wet  morning  hut  good  fish  weather  fishermen  sail 
August  14  —  1817.  Part  sun  shine  dull  &  warm,  grow¬ 
ing  weather  but  poor  for  fish  Light  E  wind 

15  Showery  morning  brakes  away  very  hot  day  a 
smart  shower  in  the  Evening 

16  Very  pleasent  good  weather  Light  E.S.E.  wind. 

17  warm  sultry  weather  partly  cloudy 

18  fair  weather  with  a  good  westerly  breeze  very 
warm  &  drying  —  Foster®^  on  the  road 

19  the  weather  grows  cooler  the  wind  out  something 
cloudy  appearances  of  fowl  weather  the  season  is  very 
good  corn  looks  well  all  other  grain  is  safely  housed  & 
a  large  crop,  all  this  cannot  restore  my  loss  nor  remove 
the  sorrow  from  my  aching  heart 

20  Moderate  dull  weather  After  noon  rainy  out 
winds 

21  Lowery  dull  weather  quite  warm  wind  17.E.  & 
S.E.  &  S.W.  ' 

22  fair  weather  &  a  fine  day  for  fish  W.H.W. 

23  fair  &  good  fish  weather  very  hot  night 

24  the  weather  changes  to  cold  &  wet  winds  H.N.W. 

25  Clear  &  cool  a  fine  sun  soon  warms  the  air  W.H.W. 

26  Chilly  morning  the  wind  dies  &  grows  hot 

27  Cool  pleasent  weather  the  wind  travels  with  the 
sun 

69  Probably  Joseph  Foster,  Jr.  who  married,  Jan.  30,  1794, 
Lucy  Larcom,  cousin  of  the  author  of  this  diary. 
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28  to  30.  partly  cloudy  with  northly  winds  warm 
and  cool  spells  accordin"  to  the  shine  and  shade.  The 
President'^  saild. 

31  Rainy  morninj?  a  glim  in  the  N.W.  remains 
cloudy  &  dull  all  day  wind  X.X.E.  Mrs.  Foster'’^^  sick 

Sept.  1st.  the  weather  remains  cool  &  dull  X.E.  No 
sunshine  no  rain  hot  weather  is  wanted. 

2  dull  morning  the  clouds  burn  olf  becomes  hot  and 
calm  P.M.  a  light  southwardly  wind  &  clear  weather 

3  Fair  weather  warm  &  pleasent  light  wind  south 
a  charming  day  for  Indian  corn  to  fill 

4  Very  warm  Day  good  breeze  S.W. 

5  Clear  hot  sun  light  wind  W.S.W.  very  hot  day 
&  night  Light  showers  in  the  night. 

6  this  morning  cloudy  the  wind  N.E.  goes  round  to 
the  southward  cooler 

7  fine  pleasent  weather  cooler  Wind  from  N.  to 
E.S.E. 

8  Nothing  remarkable  this  day  partly  cloudy  south¬ 
wardly  winds. 

9  part  cloudy  &  part  sunshine  southwardly  wind 

10  Very  warm  day  clear  sun  &  quick  wind  S.W. 
Excellent  weather  to  make  the  Indian  corn  the  night  very 
warm  indeed. 

Sept.  11-1817.  Very  hot  morning  the  wind  &  clouds 
soon  move  up  from  the  N.E.  becomes  cooler  P.M.  the 
wind  E.S.E.  brings  in  a  cold  fogir 

12  Very  hot  morning  Clouds  up  with  light  air  S.E. 
P.!M.  a  heavy  shower  of  rain  some  lightning  &  thunder 
warm  through  the  day 

13  This  morning  we  have  it  cloudy  with  cool  N.E. 
wind 

14  Cloudy  &  cold  N.E.  Wind.  A  Mr.  Baldwin 
preached  2  very  able  sermons 

70  Cleared  Auaf.  29,  brig  Provident,  141  tons,  of  Heverly, 
Zebulon  tVoodberry,  master,  for  the  West  Indies.  This  is  not 
the  same  Zebulon  who  commanded  the  schooner  of  the  same 
name.  (See  Mar.  15.) 

71  Probably  Lucy  (Larcom)  Foster,  daughter  of  Asa  Lar- 
com  and  ^Irs.  Sarah  Hurlbut  of  Wenham,  born  Apr.  1,  1766. 
(See  Aug.  18.) 
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15  This  day  I  have  arived  to  the  age  of  49  many 
people  follow  the  evil  practice  of  excessive  eating  &  drink¬ 
ing  but  as  for  me  I  have  a  double  cause  this  year  to  weep 
&  mourn  for  I  have  lost  my  dearest  earthly  object,  my 
only  son  sleeps  in  the  grave — &  secondly  what  will  still 
be  worse  for  me  is  to  live  &  to  die  a  graceless  Christless 
siner  Lord  save  or  I  perish  for  ever  —  Cold  X.E.  storm 
but  no  rain 

16  wet  &  rainy  wind  N.E.  P.M.  some  broken 

17  Clears  away  warm  &  pleasent  w^esterly  wind 

18  Cloudy  morning  Comes  on  showery  &  warm  wind 
S.W.  Soon  halls  in  &  clears  off  pleasent 

Sept.  19th  Clear  &  butifull  weather  light  wind  ^7.W, 
The  prospect  for  corn  is  good 

20  Very  pleasent  warm  weather  light  wind  S.W. 

21  Cool  morning  soon  clouds  uy>  with  wind  N.E. 
P.M.  clears  off  pleasent  &  moderate 

22  the  weather  continues  moderate  Light  out  winds 
the  sun  clouded  by  short  spells,  as  the  nights  lengthen 
the  weather  grows  fallish 

23  Southwardly  wind  &  some  rain  —  brakes  away 
warm  in  the  middle  of  the  day  4  P.M.  clouds  up  light 
breeze  from  the  N.E. 

24  Strong  S.W.  wind  &  raiiry  morning  clears  off 
pleasent  &  warm  in  the  afternoon 

25  Cool  cloudy  morning  very  light  wind  X.W. 
moderate  warm  day 

26  This  is  a  moderate  pleasent  day  light  S.S.E. 
this  morning  there  was  a  small  frost 

27  fine  clear  weather  this  morning  blows  up  a  strong 
breeze  at  S.S.W.  —  something  cloudy 

28  A  shower  last  clear  weather  brisk  breeze  W.X.W. 

29  Grows  cooler  pleasent  sun  clouds  look  wild  & 
cold  W.X.W. 

30  Cool  cloudy  weather  Vo  frost  as  yet  to  hurt  a  leaf 
the  corn  is  in  excellent  order  the  wind  W.  X.W. 

October  1st  —  1817  This  month  begins  with  a  very 
heavy  white  frost  &  dull  hazey  morning  about  eleven 
o’clock  clears  off  warm  k  pleasent  light  W  wind  P.M. 
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the  wind  southwardly  Capt  Pell  Brown'^^  of  Hamilton 
though  81  years  old  last  April  has  this  day  carried  two 
loads  of  potatoes  to  Salem  after  assisting  to  dig  them  and 
returned  home  again 

2  Very  frosty  morning  but  a  warm  fore  !Noon  Calm 
P.M.  light  southly  wind  some  cloudy  finished  moveing 
into  Mrs.  Haskells’®  house 

3  Morning  light  air  from  the  iN’.W.  Cloudy  &  most 
of  the  day  calm 

4  Clear  &  pleasent  Light  wind  from  the  S.E. 

5  Cloudy  morning  but  soon  brakes  away  S.W.  Warm 
pleasent  weather.  Earthquake’^ 

6  Pleasent  moderate  weather  Light  S.E.  wind 

7  General  Training’®  in  Beverly — Rainy  from  2  to  8 
in  the  morning,  the  troops  begin  to  pass  about  3  a.m. 
from  Marblehead  &  Lynn  the  Bridge  full  till  1  P.M. — 
when  the  wind  halls  in  to  southwest  &  blows  a  gale  134 
doll[ars]  toll. 

8  fair  weather  quick  breeze  from  W.S.W.  to  N.W. 

9  pleasent  morning  S.W.  wind.  Soon  clouds  up  very 
thick  wind  in  to  N.W.  3  P.M.  rains  wind  N. 

73  Captain  Pelatiah  Brown,  bapt.  in  Ipswich,  May  2,  1735, 
was  a  blacksmith,  town  treasurer  of  Wenham  and  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution.  He  married  twice  and  died  Feb.  14,  1830, 
at  the  age  of  94. 

73  Possibly  a  family  connection  as  Jonathan’s  brother, 
David,  born  Sept.  17,  1774,  married  May  27,  1802,  Elizabeth 
Haskell. 

74  “In  the  morning  service  in  time  of  sermon  we  had  an 
Earthquake.  I  noted  it  as  47  past  eleven,  10  seconds  in  dura¬ 
tion.  The  whole  congp-egation  rose  from  their  seats.”  (Bent¬ 
ley  Diary,  IV.) 

75  The  1st  Brigade  of  Maj.  Gen.  Amos  Hovey’s  2nd  Division 
of  the  Mass.  Militia  assembled  at  Montserrat  in  Beverly.  The 
Commander  in  Chief,  His  Excellency  Gov.  John  Brooks,  was 
met  in  Lynn  by  the  Essex  Hussars,  Capt.  David  Moore,  and 
escorted  to  the  field  where  he  reviewed  the  troops.  There  were 
present  a  battalion  of  cavalrj',  consisting  of  the  Essex  Hussars 
and  the  Washington  Hussars,  under  Capt.  Moore,  The  Inde¬ 
pendent  Cadets,  under  Capt.  Stephen  White,  The  Marblehead 
Light  Infantry,  under  Capt.  John  Story,  a  regiment  of  artillery, 
under  Col.  John  Russell,  the  Marblehead  battalion  of  artillery, 
under  Maj.  Benj.  T.  Reed,  and  five  regiments  of  the  Line,  the 
whole  under  Brig  Gen.  James  Appleton  of  Gloucester.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  above  there  were  the  Mechanic  Light  Infantry  of 
Salem  and  companies  of  Light  Infantry  from  Beverly,  Glou¬ 
cester  and  Lynn. 
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Oct.  10 — 1817  Good  October  weather  the  wind  N.W, 
Rather  cold  for  the  season  nothing  particular 

11  the  morning  cold  &  very  frosty  but  the  sun  soon 
alter  the  weather  —  a  pleasent  day  S.S.E.  wind  260 
dollars  toll  money  paid  to  the  treasurer  this  week  I  sup¬ 
pose  the  most  ever  collected  in  1  week  at  this  place 

12  Good  pleasent  weather 

13  fair  weather  high  wind  W.X.W.  Mr.  Mann'^® 
built  my  celler  doors,  paid  him  1-50  for  his  days  work 

14  dull  moderate  weather  cloudy  &  no  wind 

15  pleasent  morning  soon  becomes  cloudy  moderate 

16  Frosty  morning  but  pleasent  the  clouds  arise  with 
a  cold  squally  appearence  wind  N.  Westerly  Brooks 
ponds  &  springs  very  low  dry  weather 

17  Very  frosty  morning  clouds  up  &  looks  like  foul 
weather — ^brakes  away  cold  wind  W 

18  Cloudy  morning  a  few  specks  of  snow  W.  Clears 
away  pleasent  Mrs.  Lannison'^'^  buried  W.N.W. 

19  Last  night  quite  cold  this  morning  moderate  & 
clear  wind  springs  up  at  S.W. — dry  weather 

20  fair  weather  strong  west  wind  Matinly'^®  &  Wood- 
berry'^®  arrive  with  the  loss  of  2  men  each 

21  fine  pleasent  day  John  Remons®®  buried 

22  Oct.  1817  fair  dry  weather  high  wind  S.W.  the 
Schr  Salhj^^  goes  up  to  Denvers  &  Sukey^^  comes  down. 

23  dull  foggy  morning  brakes  away  warm 

76  Perez,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Abigail  Mann,  housewright. 
Born  Nov.  7,  1769;  m.  Abigail  Johnson  of  Beverly,  Oct.  5,  1790; 
d.  Aug.  20,  1848. 

77  Judith,  daughter  of  Gabriel  and  Elizabeth  (Reeves) 
Holman  of  Salem,  born  Mar.  21,  1752;  married.  May  29,  1774, 
Francis  Lamson.  who  died  May  12,  1831,  aged  81  years. 

78  Samuel  Mattenly,  master  of  sloop  Packet,  34  tons,  of 
Beverlj',  arrived  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  John  Remons,  the 
mate,  and  one  man  dead. 

79  Freeborn  Woodberry,  master  of  sch.  Union,  arrived  from 
Guadaloupe,  W.  I.,  with  molasses.  (See  .Tuly  17.) 

80  John,  son  of  Robert  and  Elleanor  (Dike)  Remmons;  b. 
Nov.  23,  1787;  m.  Mehitable  Fisk,  .Tune  26,  1817.  (See  Oct.  20.) 

81  Sch.  Sallp,  115  tons,  of  Danvers,  William  Allen,  master, 
in  the  West  Indies  trade.  She  was  registered  to  Nathaniel 
Putnam  of  Thitnam  and  Cheever  and  later  Nathaniel  Putnam 
and  Thomas  Cheever  retained  an  interest  in  her  as  late  as  1840. 

82  Sch.  Siikey,  84  tons,  of  Danvers,  William  Francis,  master; 
built  at  Ipswich,  1796 ;  licensed  for  coastwise  trade. 


88 


DIARY  OF  JONATHAN  LARCOM 


24  Dull  with  some  fogj;  Light  out  winds 

25  this  morning  the  wind  starts  up  at  N.E.  fogg  & 
rain  looks  like  a  storm  aproaching 

26  Wet  &  stormy  thick  weather  the  wind  about 
E.N.E.  but  not  heavey  nor  the  rain  plentiful 

27  moderate  thick  &  foggy  Some  considerable  rain 
last  night  very  light  S.E.  wind  wild  geese  Brant  &  other 
fowl  flying 

28  &  29  —  fair  weather  cold  X.W.  to  X.  wind 

30  Very  cold  frosty  morning  moderate  vapcr  thickens 
up  like  foul  weather  wind  works  out 

31  the  weather  the  same  as  yesterday 

Xov.  1.  thick  weather  &  rainy  wind  about  X.E. 

2  the  storm  continues  with  more  wind  &  rain  this  is 
the  most  severe  storm  we  have  had  for  many  months  the 
wind  about  N.E. 

3  the  storm  is  over  &  gone  but  the  weather  remains 
cloudy  this  morning  the  ground  covered  with  snow  light 
w’ind  Xorthly 

4  Cloudy  chilly  weather  quite  moderate  the  Even¬ 
ing  clear  pleasent  light  W.X.W. 

Xov.  5th — this  is  a  very  fine  pleasent  day  the  Harbor 
very  full  of  Herrings  Light  air  S.E. 

6  Very  frosty  but  very  pleasent  morning  Soon  clouds 
up  with  S.S.W.  wind  I  caught  4  cod  fish — the  first  for 
this  year  on  the  Bridge 

7  after  some  showers  in  the  night  past  the  weather 
clears  off  very  pleasent  &  warm  S.W.  wind  P.M.  calm 
&  cloudy  quite  warm. 

8  this  is  a  calm  &  delightful  morning  at  M  a  light 
air  comes  in  from  the  Eastward 

9  warm  &  moderate  weather  Light  wind  S.W. 

10  Cloudy  k  warm  wind  S.W.  these  4  days  are  more 
like  ^Fay  than  Xovember 

11  Thick  weather  warm  k  fogg'y  the  boats  arrive 
well  fished  with  pollock 

12  the  weather  remains  thick  k  very  fogg\"  S.S.E. 
we  hear  that  Sam  Lamson*®  was  badly  hurt  last  evening 

83  Samuel  Lamson,  married  Dec.  11,  1800,  Sally  Emery  of 
Wenham.  He  had  recently  been  master  of  sloop  Juno,  71  tons, 
of  Beverly. 
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by  falling  from  a  plank  between  a  vessel  &  the  wharf 
Saturday  noon 

13  the  weather  has  cleared  off  very  pleasent  after  a 
short  squall  last  night  wind  W.N.W, 

14-  this  day  is  also  very  pleasent  &  moderate 

15  Southwardly  wind  &  rain  the  boats  well  fished 
with  pollock  Evening  foggy  &  dull 
Nov  16  1817  Clear  good  weather  quick  wind  W.N.W. 
we  hear  that  Capt.  Tibets  Sloop®'*  sunk  going  to  Boston 

17  dull  &  cloudy  again  the  wind  breezes  up  Eastward 
&  comes  on  a  rain  storm  Wm  Pousland®®  arrivd  G.B. 

18  Stormy  with  a  considerable  rain  N.E. 

19  the  storm  is  over  &  gone  clear  weather  wind 
W.N.W.  Capt.  Tibets  Sloop®®  is  safe  in  Boston  good 
fish 

20  fine  weather  for  handling  fish  Cool  W  B  S 

21  fair  weather  coolish  P.M.  some  cloudy  wind  W 
three  ships®^  sail  from  Salem  for  India 

22  this  day  begins  with  cloudy  weather  &  snow  the 
wind  befiting  very  moderate  storm  N 

23  pleasent  day  rather  cool  the  cloiids  look  squally 
&  cold,  very  cold  night  follows  W.N.W. 

24  mostly  sun  shine  but  very  pinching  cold  quick 
wind  N.W.  by  N.  Tinker®®  &  Branscom®®  iinloading 

25  a  fine  jdeasent  day  the  wind  southwesterly  ^Ir 
Richard  Crowninshield®®  lost  his  wool  factory  by  fire  said 

84  Sloop  Pollii,  73  tons,  of  Salem,  Henry  Tibbetts,  master 
and  owner;  enrolled  and  lieensed  for  eoastwise  trade.  (See 
Xov.  19.) 

83  Master  of  seh.  Favorite.  (See  .4pr.  14  and  Julj'  22.) 

86  See  Xov.  16. 

87  Ship  Erin,  270  tons,  of  Salem,  Nathan  Cook,  master; 
ship  Endeavour,  234  tons,  of  Salem,  Benjamin  Shillaber,  mas¬ 
ter;  brif^  Eii::aheth,  171  tons,  of  Marblehead,  Charles  Treadwell, 
master. 

88  ,Tames  Tinker,  master  of  seh.  Betneij,  114  tons;  lieensed 
for  eoastwise  trade. 

89  Charles  Branscom,  master  of  seh.  Wenhani.  (See  Feb. 
1,  4  ;  Mar.  28.) 

90  “This  morninpf  we  were  alarmed  by  the  ery  of  fire.  It 
was  at  the  Faetory  just  built  at  Danvers  by  R.  Crowninshield 
for  the  manufacture  of  wool  at  a  very  extraordinary  expense. 
He  had  formed  a  water  course,  provided  a  powerful  wheel, 
collected  the  best  ,Jennies  &  machines  for  fulling^,  rolling  & 
shearing  &  had  just  put  his  works  in  motion.  He  was  absent 
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to  be  worth  $50,000  W  &  Green®^  Dr  to  1  days  work 
board  wood 

26  fair  weather  Mr.  John  Smith®^  reinstated  at  Wen- 
ham — cool  pleasent  day  N-W. 

Nov.  27th  fair  &  pleasent  weather  wind  W.S.W.  Last 
night  at  9  o’clock  Capt.  George  Crowninshield®®  died 
very  sudenly  on  board  his  Brig — a  very  fine  gentleman 
man  is  but  vanity  &  dust  in  all  his  form  and  prime — ^be 
ye  also  ready  says  this  to  me 

28  fine  moderate  weather  soon  comes  up  cloudy  with 
a  light  southly  wind  the  fishermen  coming  from  G  B 
Light  fares 

29  a  remarkable  fine  day  Light  southly  wind 

30  thick  &  rainy  morning  Light  wind  N.N.E.  P.M. 
the  clouds  brake  away  pleasent 

Dec.  1st  pleasent  sun  but  quick  wind  N.W.  by  W.  Grows 
colder  Evening  wind  all  gone 

2  Cloudy  morning  Light  wind  comes  in  S.E.  P.M. 
pricks  on  to  a  sharp  S.E.  storm 

3  at  Day  Light  clearing  off  wind  in  to  W.S.W.  comes 
on  thick  snow  squalls  the  clouds  look  cold  P.M.  more 
pleasent  but  quite  windy 

4  this  thanksgiving  day  good  pleasent  weather  for  the 
season — the  people  are  passing  &  repassing  the  Bridge 

at  the  time  of  the  fire.  Nothing  was  saved.  The  wool  in  the 
factory  had  been  collecting’  for  many  months  &  was  sufficient 
for  the  full  employment  of  the  works  for  a  long  time.  As  fire 
was  used  in  the  building — and  not  a  circumstance  leads  sus¬ 
picion,  this  great  loss  must  be  attributed  to  unknown  accident. 
A  workman  going  with  the  key  in  the  morning  discovered  the 
fire.  (Bentley  Diary,  IV). 

91  Probably  work  on  wharf.  (See  .Tan.  29.) 

92  Rev.  ,Tohn  Smith,  ninth  pastor  of  the  Orthodox  Congp’e- 
gational  Church  at  Wenham,  formed  Oct.  8,  1644,  was  born 
at  Belchertown,  Mass.,  Mar.  5,  1766,  graduated  from  Dartmouth 
College  in  1794,  and  died  at  Bangor,  Maine.  Apr.  7,  1831.  Or¬ 
dained  at  Salem,  N.  H.,  Jan.  1797  ;  resigned  Nov.  21,  1816;  in¬ 
stalled  at  Wenham  Nov.  26,  1817  and  dismissed  at  own  request 
Sept.  8,  1819.  (See  Jan.  29.) 

93  Greorge  Crowninshield,  b.  Salem,  May  28,  1766,  died 
unm.  Nov.  26,  1817.  He  expired  on  the  same  evening  and 
at  the  same  hour  as  Mr.  Samuel  Curwen  Ward  who  made  the 
voyage  on  Cleopatra's  Barge  with  him.  He  was  also  the  brother 
of  Captain  Richard  C.  who  lost  his  factory  in  Danvers  on  the 
preceding  day. 
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visiting  theyr  friends  surrounding  the  tables  of  plenty 
but  as  for  me  I  am  doomed  to  spend  the  remaining  part 
of  my  life  in  grief  &  sorrow  O  the  dying  groans  of  my 
dear  son 

5  fair  weather  with  a  fine  sun  grows  cold  quite  a 
freezing  night  follows  W.N^.W.  Mr.  Richard  Ober®* 
buried 

6  thick  weather  or  rather  cloudy  Looks  likely  for 
snow.  P.M.  brakes  away  pleasent  N.W. 

7  Cloudy  morning  but  pleasent  afternoon  Light 
I7orth  wind  Joseph  Lovett®®  arrived  from  G  B  Mr. 
Emerson  preached  a  very  able  sermon  from  Luke  8th  — 
18th  —  O  that  I  could  profit  by  it 

8  Very  frosty  morning  but  the  rising  sun  makes  it 
vanish  pleasent  day  but  quite  chilly  John  Wales®®  arrived 
from  G  Bank 

9  A  very  pleasent  day  Light  wind  N.W.  Nathl 
Black®’^  arrived  from  G  Bank  10-000  fish 

10  Smokey  thick  weather  a  little  wet  N.N.W. 

11  Thick  &  stormy  Snowing  most  part  of  the  day 
James  Haskell®®  arrived  from  G  Bank  Wind  H.E. 

12  The  weather  continues  stormy  rain  &  fogg  wind 
blowing  quick  from  H.E.  to  E.N.E. 

13  Cold  cloudy  the  Bridge  &  ground  very  slippery 
N.E. 

14  thick  wet  weather  a.m.  the  wind  claps  out  S.E. 
Rainy  day  Evening  calm  &  foggy  Lefaver®®  arrives 

15  moderate  but  quite  rainy  Southly  wind  part  of 
last  night  the  wind  blew  high 

94  Richard,  son  of  Peter  and  Lidia  (Foster)  Ober,  born 
Aug.  11,  1741;  died  Dec.  4,  1817.  He  was  a  brother  of  Mrs. 
Isaac  Chapman,  (see  Dec.  27). 

95  Joseph  Lovett,  3rd,  master  of  sch.  Rehecca,  74  tons,  of 
Beverlj-.  He  married,  Feb.  8,  1792,  Lj'dia  Bowles. 

96  See  July  22. 

97  Master  of  sch.  Rapid,  82  tons,  of  Beverly.  On  Aug.  26 
he  had  arrived  “from  the  Bay”  of  Chaleur,  Newfoundland,  with 
54,000  fish.  He  was  born  Jan.  15,  1765 ;  died  Mar.  5,  1827 ;  mar¬ 
ried  May  19,  1786,  Mrs.  Anna  tVoodberry  who  died  Apr,  26, 
1842,  aged  80  years. 

98  Master  of  sch.  William.  (See  May  16.) 

99  Amos  Lefavour,  master  of  sch.  Abigail.  (See  Mar.  19 
and  May  27.) 
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Dec.  16  1817 — Last  evening  the  wind  chopped  in  to  the 
westward  very  squally  &  rainy  this  morning  is  fine 
weather  again  moderate  wind  to  the  westward  today  is 
the  first  sun  shine  since  Wednesday  morning  Evening 
cloudy 

17  We  find  cloudy  weather  this  morning  attended 
with  spitings  of  snow  moderate  wind  N.J7.E. 

18  This  is  a  butiful  morning,  a  shining  white  frost 
M  moderate  Soiith  wind  &  partly  over  cast  Evening  dull 
&  hazey.  Xothing  remarkable  Sets  in  snowing  light 
wind  from  S.S.W. 

19  Last  night  a  sharp  storm  of  wind  &  rain  S.S.E. 
This  morning  the  wind  in  &  clearing  off  M  a  good  sun 
&  a  good  breeze  Eve  quick  wind  west  &  flying  clouds 

20  Morning  very  pleasent  light  wind  W.S.W.  P.M. 
some  cloudy  &  chilly  wind  South  Evening  very  pleasent 
fine  moon  shine  Calm 

21  Aboiit  3  this  morning  came  on  thick  weather  with 
squalls  of  snow  &  continues  very  cold  all  day.  the  night 
very  windy  &  very  cold 

22  the  air  becoms  clear  a  clear  sun  but  very  cold 
the  wind  continues  blowing  W.^N^.W. 

23  Clear  weather  &  pleasent  day  Light  wind  W. 
Evening  bright  moon  shine  &  calm 

24  Good  pleasent  weather  very  good  for  out  of  door 
work 

25  Southwardly  wind  &  rain  Evening  clears  off 
pleasent  pleasent  night  Morgan^®®  sailed 

Dec.  20 — 1817 — ]^^oderate  weather  light  wind  17 
Clouding  up  appearances  of  foul  weather 

27  Dull  cloudy  weather  the  wind  from  X  to  E  P.M. 
clears  away  pleasent  nearly  calm  Mrs.  Chai>man^®^ 
buried  &  ^frs.  Giles^**"  died 

100  Zaohariah  Morgan,  master  of  sch.  Adventure.  (See  Apr. 
4.) 

101  Priscilla,  dau.  Peter  and  Lidia  (Foster)  Ober:  b.  .Tuly 
18,  1737  ;  m.  1st.  .John  Preston;  2nd,  Ens.  Isaac  Chapman; 
d.  Dec.  2.5,  1817.  Sister  of  Richard  Ober,  (see  Dec.  5). 

102  Sarah  Woodbury;  m.  1st.  Bartholomew  Smith;  2nd.  Ed¬ 
ward  Giles  at  Danvers.  (“Died  Dec.  29,  aged.”  Beverly  Vital 
Records.) 
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28  Very  moderate  cloudy  weather  Light  air  out 

29  the  weather  continues  very  moderate  &  cloudy 
Light  winds  S.W. 

30  the  weather  remains  dull  k  heavey  more  appear¬ 
ances  of  falling  weather  Light  W.E. 

31  after  a  dark  night  of  rain  hail  &  snow  the  wind 
springs  up  X.W.  hut  moderate  k  very  pleasent  no  snow 
to  be  seen  here  thus  the  year  ends — the  year  past  has 
been  a  sorrowful  k  gloomy  year  to  me 

January  1st,  1818  This  year  begins  with  a  pleasent  day 
a  pleasent  breeze  of  wind  about  W.N.W.  Several  shops^®* 
broke  open  in  Salem  k  Beverly  last  night  &  small  sums  of 
cash  stolen  therefrom — this  day  saild  the  fine  ship  Palor 
H.  Lavison  master  for  Calcutta 

2  this  day  is  also  very  pleasent  wind  W.S.W.  the  sun 
shines  clear  k  the  air  is  so  warm  that  we  scarcely  feel 
the  want  of  fire 

Januarv  3rd  1818  This  morning  is  lowery  &  dull  Light 
southwardly  wind  small  Pollock  plenty  at  W  &  Greens 
Wharf  at  4  P.^[.  comes  on  rainy 

4  Soon  after  12  this  morning  the  wind  blows  up  about 
N.W.  k  clears  off  blows  a  gale  all  day 

5  Over  cast  k  chilly  P3r.  some  spits  of  snow  Light 
S  wind 

6  Cloudy  morning  spits  of  snow  soon  clears  a 
small  breeze  from  S.W.  k  very  pleasent 

7  after  a  cloudy  night  k  south  wdnd  we  find  a  clear 
morning  wind  in  to  W.X.W.  k  blows  up  a  common  gale 
but  not  very  cold — 

103  On  Dec.  31,  shops  in  Salem,  Asa  Lamson,  Jr.,  Winter  St., 
James  W.  Stearns,  Boston  St.,  Tufts  &  Chamberlain,  near  the 
market,  J.  &  T.  F.  Odell,  North  St.,  also  two  in  Beverly  and 
one  in  Danvers. 

104  Ship  Palladium,  341  tons,  built  at  Salem  by  Enos  Brig^gs 
in  1816  for  an  association  of  Salem  men  to  be  used  on  a  Liver¬ 
pool  and  Salem  packet  line  but  the  scheme  was  never  carried 
out.  She  was  sold  to  Boston  owners  in  Dec.,  1817  and  was  a 
whaler  out  of  New'  London,  Conn.,  1832-1847. 
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Nov.  6  Timothy  Standly^®®  in  the  Petrel  arrivd — 25  000 
7  Parrygon^^^  Sam  Smith  20  000 


1817  Oct.  13  Mr.  Foster^®^  on  toll  1  day  for  me 

1818  Jan.  22  1  night  for  me 


days  on 

toll  for  Mr.  Foster  1  I 

He  at  work  for 

Nov  7 

- %  day 

1  do 

0-37i 

75 

W  &  Green 

M  Brown 

15 

4^  hours 

25 

21 

1  day 

75 

29 

i  do 

37i 

High  ways 

Dec.  1 

1  day 

75 

W  &  Green 
New  wall 

3 

1  do 

75 

do 

9 

1  do 

75 

do 

17 

1  do 

75 

do 

19 

1  do 

75 

do 

28  &  29  from  g  to 

g  75 

sick 

31 

1  day 

75 

do 

1818Jany2  1  do 

75 

New  wall 

6 

1  do 

8  50 

75 

9  25 


Credit  by  1  day  &  1  night  1  50 
7  75 

Small  Jobs  0  25 

Settled  &  $8  00 

paid  up  in  full 
Reed  of  Mr.  J.  Larcom 
thirty  dollars  on  acet  of  Putnam  &  Chever^®® 


Beverly  29th  Oct.  1818 


Thos,  Putnam 


105  Master  of  sch.  Petrel,  74  tons,  of  Beverly,  “from  Bay 
of  Chaleur  with  a  noble  fare  of  fish  (35,000)  to  Capt.  W.  Leach.” 
(Salem  Gazette).  Capt.  Stanley  died  June  4,  1847,  aged  78 
years. 

106  Master  of  sell.  Paragon,  82  tons,  of  Beverly;  built  at 
Newbury,  Mass.,  in  1816  and  sold  to  Gloucester  oivners  in  1840. 

107  See  Aug.  18. 

108  See  Oct.  22,  1817. 
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Commerce  and  Conquest  in  East  Africa.  With  particu¬ 
lar  reference  to  the  Salem  Trade  with  Zanzibar.  By 
Cyrus  Townsend  Brady,  Jr.  1950,  245  pp.  octavo,  cloth, 
illus.  Printed  by  the  Biverside  Press,  Cambridge.  Pub¬ 
lished  by  The  Essex  Institute.  Price,  $3.50. 

Mr.  Brady  has  told  a  graphic  and  absorbing  story  of  that 
part  of  the  dark  continent  which  for  generations  has  chal¬ 
lenged  the  imaginations  of  Yankee  captains  and  merchants 
.  .  .  and  added  millions  of  dollars  to  Yankee  fortunes.  He 
traces  interestingly  the  development  of  tribal  life  and  com¬ 
merce  westward  across  the  African  continent,  from  the  very 
beginnings  of  dark  civilization  on  the  eastern  fringe  of 
Somaliland,  Kenya,  Tanganyika,  Mozambique  and  Zanzibar. 
He  covers  vividly  the  efforts  that  overcame  all  the  discourag¬ 
ing  handicaps  to  life  among  the  dry,  bush-covered  hills  in¬ 
fested  by  the  deadly  tsetse  fly,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
first  Portuguese  “factorie”  and  the  coming  of  the  “Edward 
Bonadventure”  which  entered  Zanzibar  in  November,  1591, 
down  through  the  years  which  witnessed  the  building  up  of 
a  commerce  not  only  with  Portugal,  but  with  France  and 
Britain  and  the  new  Republic  across  the  Atlantic. 

Half  way  through  his  interesting  account,  Mr.  Brady  comes 
to  Salem’s  entrance  into  the  African  drama,  with  the  arrival 
of  the  brig  “Ann”  in  Zanzibar,  which  opened  commercial 
relations  with  that  port.  In  August  of  the  following  year, 
1827,  the  schooner  “Spy”  returned  to  Salem.  This  was  the 
first  American  vessel  to  go  back  directly  from  the  Island. 
Her  cargo  was  gum  copal.  And  about  this  time  a  Yankee 
merchant-diplomat  signed  the  first  commercial  treaty  with 
the  native  Sayyid  Said.  The  author  then  unfolds  the  story 
of  Zanzibar  and  the  Yankee  consuls.  He  shows  Captain 
John  Bertram  of  Salem  entering  the  port  in  the  “Black 
Warrior”  in  March,  1832.  Eventually,  Bertram  quit  the 
upper  deck  for  the  lucrative,  if  less  romantic,  position  of 
merchant.  From  September.  1832  to  May.  1834,  forty-one 
vessels  entered  Zanzibar.  Only  nine  were  from  Europe.  Of 
the  thirty-two  American  vessels,  most  were  from  Salem.  Mr. 
Brady’s  story  of  the  first  American  consul.  Richard  Palmer 
Waters  and  his  friendship  with  the  Sultan  is  amusing  and 
informative,  if  sometimes  open  to  conjecture.  Recommended 
to  all  libraries. 
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JoHX  Smibert,  Paixtee.  With  a  descriptive  Catalogue  of 
Portraits  and  Notes  on  the  Work  of  Nathaniel  Smibert. 
By  Henry  Wilder  Foote.  1950,  292  pp.  octavo,  cloth, 
illus.  Cambridge:  Harvard  University  Press.  Price, 
$6.00. 

This  long  expected  book  on  Smibert  and  his  work  is  at 
last  published  and  will  be  welcomed  by  all  interested  in 
eighteenth  century  artists.  Mr.  Foote  for  several  years,  has 
been  looking  into  the  authenticity  of  Smibert’s  portraits, 
especially  in  this  country.  Although  he  disclaims  being  a 
technical  expert  in  painting,  but  only  a  biographer  and  his¬ 
torian,  there  is  no  one  living  today  who  is  able  to  evaluate 
Smibert’s  work  more  accurately  than  he.  The  book  contains 
more  new  material  about  Smibert  and  his  times.  It  is  a 
thorough  study  of  all  available  sources  and  will  be  indispen¬ 
sable  not  only  to  those  interested  in  this  particular  painter, 
but  those  who  seek  to  know  more  of  early  art  in  this  country. 
The  descriptive  catalogue  will  be  valuable  to  the  specialist. 
The  illustrations  are  interesting  and  appropriate.  This  book 
is  highly  recommended  to  all  libraries,  the  only  full  length 
biography  of  Smibert. 

Whalixg  and  Old  Salem.  A  Chronicle  of  the  Sea.  With 
an  xVccount  of  the  Seal  Fisheries,  Excerpts  from  Whal¬ 
ing  Logs  and  Whaling  Statistics.  By  Frances  Diane 
Kobotti.  1950,  192  pp.  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  Salem: 
Newcomb  &  Gauss  Company.  Price,  $3.50. 

Although  whaling  from  the  port  of  Salem  was  not  carried 
on  for  a  very  long  period,  Mrs.  Eobotti  has  given  us  the  story, 
never  before  published,  and  in  a  very  exhaustive  history  of 
that  time.  It  is  a  fine  piece  of  research  and  will  be  read  with 
a  great  deal  of  interest.  This  romantic  age  of  the  shipping 
industry  will  appeal  to  many,  especially  since  the  illustra¬ 
tions  are  numerous  and  very  timely.  The  book  is  dedicated 
to  Col.  Lawrence  Waters  Jenkins,  Director-Emeritus  of  the 
Peabody  Museum,  Salem,  and  the  introduction  was  con¬ 
tributed  by  Carleton  D.  Morse.  This  book  is  the  product  of 
the  Newcomb  &  Gauss  Company  of  Salem,  and  is  a  handsome 
example  of  the  printer’s  art.  Kecommended  to  all  libraries. 
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Eably  New  England  Pottees  and  Theie  Wares.  By 
Lura  Woodside  Watkins.  1950,  291  pp.  large  octavo, 
cloth,  illus.  Cambridge:  Harvard  University  Press. 
Price,  $10.00. 

This  magnificiently  illustrated  book  is  the  first  compre¬ 
hensive  account  of  New  England  potters.  Traditional  hand¬ 
craft  of  pottery  was  practiced  in  New  England  from  the 
earliest  date.  It  includes  a  wealth  of  new  and  unpublished 
material.  The  results  of  excavation  are  thoroughly  described 
and  illustrated.  She  gives  an  account  of  the  techniques  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  making,  glazing,  decorating  and  burning  of 
earthenware  and  stoneware.  There  are  sixty-two  pages  of 
illustrations.  She  covers  New  England  and  has  a  special 
chapter  for  the  Osborne’s  of  Danvers  and  other  Essex  County 
potters.  Strongly  recommended  to  all  libraries  as  a  book 
which  will  be  consulted  frequently. 


